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WEEK 1

Realizing Our Destiny

DAY 1

Are You Looking
Forward to Heaven?

Many people find no joy at all when they think about Heaven.

A pastor once confessed to me, “Whenever I think about Heaven, it makes
me depressed. I'd rather just cease to exist when I die. I can't stand the thought
of that endless tedium. To float around in the clouds with nothing to do but
strum a harp ... it's all so terribly boring. Heaven doesn't sound much better than

hell. Id rather be annihilated than spend eternity in a place like that.




HEAVEN

Where did this Bible-believing, seminary-educated pastor get such a
view of Heaven? Certainly not from Scripture, where Paul said to depart
and be with Christ was far better than staying on earth (see Phil. 1:23).
My friend was more honest about it than most, yet I've found that many
Christians share the same misconceptions about Heaven.

After reading my novel Deadline, which portrays Heaven as a real
and exciting place, a woman wrote me, “T've been a Christian since I
was five. I'm married to a youth pastor. When I was seven, a teacher at
my Christian school told me that when I got to Heaven, I wouldn't know
anyone or anything from earth. I was terrified of dying. I was never told
any different by anyone. ... It's been really hard for me to advance in my
Christian walk because of this fear of Heaven and eternal life”

Let those words sink in: “This fear of Heaven and eternal life”

Referring to her recently transformed perspective, she said, “You
don't know the weight that’s been lifted off of me. ... Now I can't wait to

get to Heaven.”

How do you feel about Heaven? (Check all that apply.)
Q I'm so excited about Heaven I can hardly stand it.
QT just don't think about Heaven at all.
Q1 fear Heaven.
QI'm dreading Heaven.

Q Could we talk about something else, please?

OUR UNBIBLICAL VIEW OF HEAVEN

When a colleague asked an English vicar what he expected after death,
he replied, “Well, if it comes to that, I suppose I shall enter into eternal
bliss, but I really wish you wouldn't bring up such depressing subjects.”

Over the past 15 years I've received thousands of letters and have
had hundreds of conversations concerning Heaven. I've spoken about
Heaven at churches and conferences. I've written about Heaven and
taught a seminary course titled “A Theology of Heaven.” There’s a great
deal I don't know, but one thing I do know is what people think about

Heaven. And frankly, I'm alarmed.




Week 1: Realizing Our Destiny

WHERE DO WE GET OUR MISCONCEPTIONS?

I believe theres one central explanation for why so many of God’s chil-
dren have such a vague, negative, and uninspired view of Heaven: the
work of Satan.

Jesus said of the Devil, “When he lies, he speaks his native language,
for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). Some of Satan’s favorite
lies are about Heaven. Revelation 13:6 tells us the satanic beast “opened
his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling
place and those who live in heaven” Our enemy slanders three things:

God’s person, God’s people, and God’s place—namely, Heaven.

What benefits do you think Satan hopes to get from teaching us

to dread Heaven?

After being evicted from Heaven (see Isa. 14:12-15), the Devil became
bitter not only toward God but also toward mankind and toward the
place that was no longer his. It must be maddening for him that we're
now entitled to the home he was kicked out of. What better way for the
Devil and his demons to attack us than to whisper lies about the very
place on which God tells us to set our hearts and minds?

Satan need not convince us that Heaven doesn't exist. He need only
convince us that Heaven is a boring, unearthly place. If we believe that
lie, we'll be robbed of our joy and anticipation, well set our minds on
this life and not the next, and we'll not be motivated to share our faith.
Why should we share the “good news” that people can spend eternity in
a boring, ghostly place that even we're not looking forward to?

Satan hates the New Heaven and the New Earth as much as a
deposed dictator hates the new nation and new government that
replaces his. Satan cannot stop Christ’s redemptive work, but he can
keep us from seeing the breadth and depth of redemption that extends
to the earth and beyond. He cannot keep Christ from defeating him,

Our enemy
slanders

God’s person,
God’s people,
and God’s place.
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“Do not let your
hearts be troubled.
Trust in God; trust
also in me. In my
Fathers house are
many rooms; if it
were not so, I would
have told you. I
am going there to
prepare a place for
you. And if I go and
prepare a place for
you, I will come back
and take you to be
with me that you
also may be where

Iam.” JOHN 14:1-3

VY\/

but he can persuade us that Christ’s victory is only partial, that God will
abandon His original plan for mankind and the earth.
Because Satan hates us, he’s determined to rob us of the joy of

believing what God tells us about the magnificent world to come.

So How Can We Correct Our
Inaccurate Ideas About Heaven?
When Jesus told His disciples, “In my Father’s house are many rooms ...
I am going there to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2), He deliberately
chose common, physical terms (house, rooms, place) to describe where
He was going and what He was preparing for us. He wanted to give His
disciples (and us) something tangible to look forward to—an actual
place where they (and we) would go to be with Him.

This place is not an ethereal realm of disembodied spirits—humans
are not suited for such a realm. A place is by nature physical, just as
humans are by nature physical. (We are also spiritual.) What we are
suited for—what we've been specifically designed for—is a place like
the one God made for us: earth.

In this study well see from Scripture an exciting yet strangely
neglected truth—that God never gave up on His original plan for humans
to dwell on earth. In fact, the climax of history will be the creation of
a New Heaven and a New Earth, a resurrected universe inhabited by

resurrected people living with the resurrected Jesus (Rev. 21:1-4).

SEEING THE SHORE

Perhaps youve come to this study burdened, discouraged, depressed,
or even traumatized. Perhaps your dreams—your marriage, career, or
ambitions—have crumbled. Perhaps you've become cynical or have lost
hope. A biblical understanding of the truth about Heaven can change
all that.

In 1952 young Florence Chadwick stepped into the waters of the
Pacific Ocean off Catalina Island, determined to swim to the shore of
mainland California. She had already been the first woman to swim the
English Channel both ways. The weather was foggy and chilly; she could

hardly see the boats accompanying her. Still, she swam for 15 hours.
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When she begged to be taken out of the water along the way, her mother,
in a boat alongside, told her she was close and that she could make it.
Finally, physically and emotionally exhausted, she stopped swimming
and was pulled out. It wasn't until she was on the boat that she discov-
ered the shore was less than half a mile away. At a news conference the
next day she said, “All I could see was the fog. ... I think if I could have
seen the shore, I would have made it

Consider her words: I think if I could have seen the shore, I would
have made it” For believers, that shore is Jesus and being with Him in
the place that He promised to prepare for us, to live with Him forever.
The shore we should look for is that of the New Earth. If we can see
through the fog and picture our eternal home in our mind’s eye, it will
comfort and energize us.

If youre weary and don't know how you can keep going, I pray this
book will give you vision, encouragement, and hope. No matter how
tough life gets, if you can see the shore, you'll make it.

I pray this study will help you see the shore.

What practical impact might an excitement about and longing

for Heaven have on your Christian life?

What would you like to get from this study?

Take time to pray that God will give you true expectations of

Heaven.
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