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What About Y2K?

by Randy Alcorn

“What do you think about the year 20001998 | expect the media will latch onto this
problem?” The question was asked me thetory like a pit bull. The news magazine$
first time a year and a half ago. and talk shows will go Y2Krazy. Before

“What's your take on Y2K?” The the world becomes obsessed by it, the
question is asked of me now every day, ifeople of God need to think it through s¢
emails, letters and phone calls. we can be leaders in our response, not fql-

Y2K is nerd slang for “Year 2000,” also lowers.
known as the Year 2000 computer problem | hesitated to address this issue, partly
and the Millennium Bug. Unless you've beerPecause everyone else is. But that's all the
in a coma, you've heard of it, Q @o &« < 2~ more reason to try to

Nobody but God know bring an eternal per-
what's going to happen Jan spective to it. God is
ary 1, 2000. (Of course, w seated securely on his
don't know what’s going to throne. He's not wringing
happen tomorrow either.) I his hands over Y2K. Nei-
not certain Y2K will be the so- ther should we. (That doesn't
cial meltdown some predict QJ mean we shouldn't take it
But neither do | believe it's no
a problem. I've put together eighteen

One Y2K internet site lists pages of Scripture passages cof
no less than 51 books on the subject. Maja&trerning what God tells us about facing th
articles are appearing regularly in newspauture. It's available at no charge from
pers across the country. In JUMSA Today EPM. Just ask for it, or download it from
had seven articles on Y2K in a single issugur website at www.epm.org, where yol
In the first week of August major articles ap-can also find this and many other articles|
peared inThe New York Times, The Wash-
ington Post, The Los Angeles TimesThe VVhat Y2K May Mean
Chicago Tribuneand dozens of other news  In June 15 senate hearings Senator
sources. Robert Bennett said that after a confiden

All these articles, however, were bur-tial survey of the ten leading energy com
ied under the sordid details of our latest prespanies, he believes it is a virtual certainty
dential scandals. But the third week in Octhat there will be brownouts and regiond|
tober was declared by the government “Nablackouts as the year 2000 begins. He says,
tional Y2K Awareness Week” and the“The size and scope of the Y2K crisis is
October 19USA Today devoted a front still unknown. What is known is that it has
page article to the subject. On October 2Ghe potential to be a major national disaste
ABC'’s Nightline dedicated an entire pro-We can hope for the best, but we must ngt
gram to Y2K preparations. By the end ofrule out preparation for the worst.”

D

=

(continued on page 2)
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The Wall Street Journafjuotes no food. Popular authdgrant Jeffrey, with their own prophetic bias, this is a real
Edward Yardini, chief economist ofin his bookThe Millennium Mellown and objective problem. It's being taken very
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, as saying, “Weonfidently affirms Y2K willcause a“glo- seriously by millions of secular business-
must pr@are for the possibility of busi- bal crisis, the scope of which we haven't exmen, economists and programmers of ev-
ness failures and the CO“apse of essepjbrienced since World War Il.” ery temperament. The great majority of
tial U.S. government services, including  Radio teacher Chuck Misslersources | cite in this article are secular,
tax collection, welfare payments, nationglvww.khouse.orgjs traveling the coun- not Christian. Every day dozens of new
defense and air-traffic control.” In 199@ry doing seminars instructing peoplearticles are written on the subject, the
Dr. Yardini estimated Y2K presented &ow to prepare for the coming disasyast majority of them secular
10% chance of a deep global recessiorer. Level-headed Larry Burkett, (www.year2000.com/Y2Karticles.html is up-
At the end of 1997 he put the estimate athom | know and respect, is still re-qated daily.

40%. His mid-1998 estimate was 70%. searching the issue but even now ad- Fortunemagazine has dubbed it “the

Capers Jones estimates 5-7% @fises storing food reserves and watekeaar 2000 Menace.” An August 19 Y2K
medium-sizeéompanies will fail as a di- s 23 article in The Oregonian-a newspa-
rect result of Y2K problems. Y2K expert pernot known as a hotbed of religious
Peter DeJaegger says the figures cou fundamentalism—asked the question
be 20% for businesses outside the U.S “Should | be worried?” then responded,

Financial analyst John Westergaar

: p “Yes.” In an article entitled “Terror
(www.Y2Ktimebomb.com}tates, “A mas- 2000" The Nashville Sceneompared

sive computer crash comparable to th% Al America to the Titanic and the Y2K
problem to the iceberg, saying it’s too

stock market crash of 1929 will occur . . :
causing a decline in the gross nationaind considering alternative heat antsie to turn the huge ship and avoid the
product, huge government deficits antight sources (www.cfcministry.org). iceberg.

possibly political and social instability. ~ World magazine takes Y2K seriously The recently passed federal budget
The abilities of federal, state and loca¢énough that every issue features new s cludes $3.4 billion for emergency Y2K
governments to provide normal serviceformation on the problenThe Christian spending. Many lawmakers are saying
will be seriously compromised and thé&roadcasting Network gives regular update§ic isn't nearly enough. | saw a matter-
ability of the U.S. military to defend the(www.cbn.org).In late October Dr. ‘]amesof-fact notice from a large emergency
nation will be materially reduced.” Dobson devoted three days to the subjefgod storage company apologizing that

Investment counselor Tony Keye®n Focus on the FamilyHundreds of
is quoted inComputer Worldas saying, writers, speakers, and radio talk show hos :

“The crash of 1929 will pale in compari-both secular and Christian, are regularltgl;]zutﬁg 3\r/crl“etzslngnégg;rfgr;ﬂu(r:ﬁggrye;:r;\?g_
son to the ‘crash of the century.’” Layaddressing Y2K. Many pastors are NOVY it of the Capitol HiII,Y2K hearings

offs will be rampant, unemployment willtalking about it at church. My own non- '

rise dramatically, and the economy wilklarmist church devoted amessage to Y2Kjow'd This Happen?

drown in dismal depression.” in August, then sent a church family letter .

Christian economist Gary Northaddressing it. Just last week the leadefs., Inhthe Computehr W"r? Vr\:est Orf the
(www.garynorth.comgoes further—he sent out a booklet full of practical suggesy Sdt eredwere nott o(l;_g kH rough stan-
claims the_alt the banks will fail, the StOCKions on “Preparing for Emergencies.” p?e:ciscn?sn ascvf/)g:grl:]glres |isn tﬁg zda(éievr\{[alsari?
market wil collapse and the power grid  some claim the Y2K problem hasgramming gunslingers referred to years
will not only go down buit will be unable toheen manufactured by right-wing fundaysing two digit rather than four digit date
getback online. He warns people to MOV@entalist Christians. That's nonsensefelds. 65 meant 1965. This shorthand
atleast 100 miles away from major Citi€syhjle some Christians may be guilty ofwas technically inaccurate, and pro-

which will erupt into chaos with no elec-oyerstating the problem and enmeshing §rammers knew at the time it was good
tricity, sewage, and water, and evexilyl

they are way behind in delivery because
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only for this century and couldn’t holdliterally billions of microchips. The experts3% of what their depositors put in. (Be-
up in the next. It couldn’t work once thesay that because we were so late gettinguse of the probability of banking prob-
last two digits became 00, since that’s gtarted, there just isn’t time for many milems, nearly everyone is recommending
lower number than 99, not a higher onégrochips to be replaced and for all the corkeeping cash on hand.)
and it would throw everything off. puters to get fixed. . The Nuclear Regulatory Commissions
This seemed like no big deal, since ~ The March 2, 1998usiness Weekhas stated it is requiring all American
programmers were sure their program@id, “Finding, fixing, and testing all Y2K nhyclear systems to prove their full Y2K
would no longer be used in another tepffected software would require ovegompliance before 2000 or face manda-
years, much less by the end of the 90'€00,000 person-years.” In other wordspry shutdowns. This is a wise move—
(Maybe we should say the 1990's.) Buthe size of the problems the problem. put how will it affect the 20% of the
the same old programs stayed in use and . country dependent on nuclear power
the two digit system continued. Out oMhat Happens if plants for their electricity?
force of habit, even many new softwar And what about the 40% of the coun-
programs and embedded computerchiggompmerS Go Down? try dependent on coal-run power plants,
developed into the 90’s have still used Computers control nearly everythingwhich require an immense, steady supply
this system, which means they are unncluding power plants, water and sewsf coal, which arrives daily via huge strings
able to process correctly any date aftetge systems. What happens if a powef rail cars? Railroad car movements in
December 31, 1999. When the millenplant's computers don’t work? No electhis country are controlled by aging com-
nium changes, 99 will cycleackto 00. tricity, no heat, no water, no sewage. puters and hidden embedded systems.
In the passing of a second, all date-sen- \What if it takes more than a few Crops grown by U.S. farmers each
sitive computations—and computers argays to fix the problems? What if it takeyear are dependent upon importing hy-
fu” Of them—W"I be invalid. Weeks ora month or more-? That's Whe@'|d SeedS, Wh|Ch prOduce gOOd fruit, but
What does this mean? Here's a smade serious stuff comes in. How long arat fruit contains mostly sterile seeds.
example: Marks & Spencer department,ost people prepared to go without heafou can plant those seeds but they won't
store in London recently_de_stroyed ton?efrigeration, water or sewage in th@OW- Each year farmers h_ave to buy
of food because the expiration date w and import brand new hybrid seeds to

ad of winter? What will happen in cit- . ;
2002 butth_e computer read the 02 as 19 5 if hours turn into days or weeks ogrow their crops. What would happen if
So, when it had four more years of she

. an economic crisis here or say, in Central
: : ? : ek
life, the computer calculated it was 9 ore before the problems are fixed and South America (the primary sources

of seeds for U.S. farming) prevented the
processing, shipping, receiving, distribution,

or planting of these seeds, or the harvest-
ing of the crops? Would there be eventual
famine, as some are predicting?

The single most significant Y2K is-
sue (though by no means the only one)
is what happens to the power grixs
the Yourdons say in their carefully re-
searched bookTimeBomb 2000
(www.yourdon.com), “Reliable electri-
cal supply is the most basic linchpin of a

years old and had it destroyed.
Tests have been done where com:
puter dates are adjusted forward to De
cember 31, 1999 and allowed to turr
over. In some cases the computers hav—
stopped working completely. In other
cases they have begun to spew out in-*
correct data. When they are networked *
with other computers the bad data be-
gins to spread. Rather than compliant
computers correcting noncompliant ones,
the noncompliant computers infect the
compliant. (Good apples don’t improve.

bad ones, bad apples spoil good ones,
So why not just fix those comput-
ers? After ignoring the problems for
many years, serious efforts are now gcg
ing on to do that very thing. (Though a
recently as July 1998 a report fro
Merrill Lynch indicated a shocking two
out of three American businesses hat
not yet startedo work on the problem.)
Unfortunately, this isn’t as easy a
someone coming up with a program calle
Y 2Kfixit.exe. There ardaundreds of mil- _
lions of lines of computer code, written in@ccessib
different programs and spread out off 0P€ne

Supermarkets operate by “just irivilized modern society. Nothing works

time delivery,” and carry only 72 hourswithout it.” The bad news is that there
orth of food on their shelves. In time@re over 7800 power companies in the
of emergency or high demand, most d4.S., and as of August 1998, not one of
heir supplies would be gone in a mattéhem had been certified to be Y2K com-
f hours. Of course, without electricityPliant. Will some of them make it? Sure.

hey wouldn’t be open at all, and fuef h€ question is, how many of them
and food delivery trucks wouldn'’t bewon,’t, and what effect will those that

oving to deliver replacement goods. [fON't have on those that do?

ere’'s no electricity, no gas gets i
umped. With no electricity, most busi-S0 what—people got by without elec-

esses would be crippled and productdC power for many centuries; we can
and services we depend on would be if#20.” But unlike our ancestors, we've

le. Banks wouldn't be open, ariecome totally dependent on electricity.
d would quickly run out ofMost of us aren’t Amish. We simply

If the power goes down, some think

countless mainframes, and embedded fROneY, since they keep on hand less théan't have the skills and the knowledge
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to function effectively in a society with-in contempt? Yes. God can do anythirthe iceberg. | read an Atlanta ngager
out dependable power sources anle wants. (That's why we call him God.jhat said ten large Atlanta companies
readily available food and cash. And, yes, there are plenty of passageshtve reported they would spend $700 mil-
Moneymagazine reported that in AprilScripture that talk about God rewardintion dollars on Y2K. That's just ten com-
the computer network that schedules p#ighteousness and bringing judgment gitni€s In a S|,ngle ciyl ,
tient appointments at three hospitals arftions for their sins (Deuteronomy 8:19-  If it wasn’ta problem, if it wasn't a
75 clinics in Pennsylvania shut down, alR0; 28:1-48; 30:15-20). hugeproblem, do you really think these
because one person punched in an appoint- All the talk about the Internet unit-SUccessful companies would be spend-
ment for January 2000. Rx2000 did a suing the planet, and computers “speakifgd this kind of money that will take a
vey of health care representatives knowthe same language” reminds me of GeHt9¢€ toll against their profits over the
edgeable about the Y2K problem. Thegsis 11 and man’s pride in the tower GfEXt few years? . .
asked “Do you agree or disagree that tfgabel. God brought down that monument, Suppose you're the ultimate optimist
Year 2000 issue has a significant potentié® man-centeredness and confused 480 thinksnothingwill go wrong in the
to lead to unnecessary deaths in heallinguages. It might be a fitting irony i¥/€ar 2000. Even if everything got fixed in
care?” 94% agreed. the computer language became colime, how well can the stock market per-
Unfortunately, the solution isn't asfused, computers and their operators cim. how well can the economy thrive,
simple as just fixing hardware and softno longer talk to each other, and thwhen companies are spending this kind of

, . ' ' ?
ware. As a Merrill Lynch paper pointsq o Mmoney to fix one single problem .
out, “the Millennium Bug exists in almost © d] Now consider the huge costs to busi-

every place digital technology is used— We S|mply cannot ness and economy if the experts are right

: ; d there are in fact breakdowns in ac-
including so-called embedded technology] know what God an :
that is found in manufacturing systems cess to electrical power, natural gas, sew-

me_dical equipm(_ant, elevators, telephon intends to do with wﬁz;trijpr)r;)eerx’sa'l[gdt:;legc?o?gqrﬁgi(i:faioenrzl
switches, satellites and even automor this prOblem- What is restricted transportation of essential

biles.” Many Y2K experts are now say- . q d limited - f il
ing the embedded computer chips posf We do know is it's a g(e)rc\)/i (?eir’]) V\/Irr:qalrt?/vilﬂzg\pglsle%ntgbiiisrfensflsaes
the greatest threat to systems failures real problem, and a|| whose customers don't have access to

1wrs

Y2K and End Times? ; their bank accounts ar_ld can't pay their
and d _ _es 1o SErious one. | Dbills? What kind of business failure and
A number of Christian prophecy< © unemployment would this lead to?

books see Y2K as the likely trigger of__. : : : What about those businesses who
martial law, a cashless society, the ris\%egghrg\gtgi?ﬁgui%h;\égpsgéénlgrgg? mselves are Y2K compliant, but
of the AntiChrist, the mark of the beast,) o -1 omic and social downfall, StillWhose vendors aren'tafoworld's July
and events leading to the return of ChrISg’ll this is completely speculative and may8: 1998 issue featured Sears, which got
| certainly believe in the return (.)fwell not happen n early start on the Y2K problem, in
Christ. But | do not put much faith in™"=", simply cannot know what Godt994- Of its 5000 suppliers, Sears says
prophecy buffs, who have been getting,, 4% (1 with this problem. Whapnly “a small percentage” are compli-
it wrong for so many years. What mterwe do know is it's a real problem., and ant. If most of those businesses don’t

national conflict in the past century, es- : : come through, Sears will be crippled,
pecially involving the middle east, has no? otentially :?:erlous or'1e. ] even if it's 100% compliant.

inspired books and sermons aff'irmindEconomIC Implications The domino effect in our highly spe-
“this is it"? (Lenin, Mussolini, Hitler, According to the prestigious Britishcialized economy can hardly be over-

Stalin, JFK, and Henry Kissinger are justews magazineThe Economist‘Fix- stated. For instance, what if General
a few of the "AntiChrists” who have ing computers to read the year 2000 williotors has its problem totally taken care
come and gone.) Eventually some of thgecome the single most expensive probt, hut the companies that manufacture
prophecy “experts” will be right aboutiem of all time” (“The World in 1998, and deliver its brakes do not? If they fail
ic;rlzit_hings.ﬂ\]Nill itlbe tgi? time, and )[Ni’l)lDecember 1997). General Motors fails—cars cannot be
rgger tnereal end umes evenis: If you think Y2K is a hyped-up exag- ; _
It's possible, of course. But I've heardyerated problem (many do), take alook%gglﬁg?m't:,fgt_bsrgketﬁ;fe;f%ﬂagﬁ .
too many “the sky is falling” and “this is what businesses are spending to solveJt 1.\ ator su Iiersy—corrg]]es throuah
the beginning of the tribulation for sure’BankAmerica: $600 million. Federal Exy "~ 1 | PP hiah level of an,
predictions for too many years to basgress: $500 million. General Motors: $50§]af( V\;]ou, €a ) '% evel o s_tL:]ccetss.
my concerns about Y2K on those.  million. CitiCorp: $400 milion. Chase/Man-~ - /'o S 90INg “0 by a car without a
Is it possible God will use the yeamattan Bank: $250 million. Merrill Lynch; S3/Puretor or gas tank?
2000 problem as part of his judgment 08200 million. That’s just six companies I've The,re is only one economic highway,
this nation that glorifies immorality and killsseen figures on. Those six alone add up2gd we're all on it. If someone tells you

unborn children and holds God and his tru.4billion dollars, and that's just the tip of0% Of the cars on the freeway are
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running fine, does that sound good? In fadt) light of both the economic realitiessound mind (a disciplined, self-controlled
it would be a disaster. How many flat tirend the public perceptions related toand Spirit-controlled intellect that evalu-
and engine failures does it take for traffiey 2K. Wisdom suggests we take a hardtes the available information and acts
to get backed up ten miles? look at where we have our money, egn light of biblical priorities and wisdom).
Consider the issue of legal liabil- pecially in the next few years. The Bible says, “If any of you lacks

ity for Y2K problems. Over 200 law . wisdom, he should ask God, who gives
f?r/ms are dpeve|oping Y2K expet- Perspectives on Y2K  generously to all without finding fault, and

tise to handle what could be tril*€ What exactly is going to it will be given him” (James 1:5). | lack
lions of dollars worth of Y2K happen January 1, 2000? Weavisdom, don't you? Let’s join together
lawsuits on the horizon. Many simply don't know. That takes in prayer that God will give us wisdom.

i 1 us right back to the Word of . .
ﬁ‘e?;";r{}gﬁipjg’fjf t?,iv\?vig God, where we should havelS Preparation Spiritual?
spreadanticipation that the™ been in the first place: On becoming informed of this prob-
courts will be flooded by Y2K &5 Now listen, you who say, lem, many people go one of two direc-
liability lawsuits. Lloyds of Lon- “Tod_ay or tomorrow we willgo tions—panic or denial. Neither response
don, the world’s largest insurance to this or that city, spend a yeais healthy. Having read many credible
syndicate, has been advised there, carry on business angources and spoken to people in various
its computer insurance speci make money.” Wh_y, you do notcomputer and business positions, | think
ists that they could face a trillio even know what will happen to-there is in fact a Y2K typhoon, bending

dollars in litigation expensegz 1 morrow. What is your life? You and twisting and threatening and headed
alone.Lloyds is now refusing toc are a mist that appears for a littleour way. But it is still offshore. By the
cover any Y2K related problems. while and then vanishes. Insteadime it hits shore in January 1, 2000 it

Consider the huge loss of producyou oughtto say, “Ifitis the Lord’s will, may be a force five hurricane, or it may
tivity in businesses since Y2K costs anwe Will live and do this or that.” As itis, be nothing more than a windstorm that
labor are nonproductive, i.e. they dd/ou boastand brag. All such boasting iknocks down a barn here and there. Or
nothingto make actual improvementsg€Vil. (James 4:13-16) it could be anything in between.
but merely reduce impending damage. This puts us in our place. We're not  Given the evidence and the testi-
Y2K compliance efforts are absorbing>0d, we don't hold the universe in theanony of so many experts, doesn't it
huge amounts of resources a comparalm of our hands ande just dont seem wise to make some preparations,
would otherwise be spending on growtf{now what lies ahead of u$ don’t jyst as we would if an offshore typhoon
and development. know if I'll be killed in a car wreck to- \yere headed our way? If the typhoon

So far we've looked only at eco-morrow or if a loved one will be diag- gissipates we'll be delighted (I sure will),
nomic realities, but we haven't yet ad0sed with terminal cancer. I'm not iny¢ it it hits us full force we—and any
dressed the issue of pubfierception Charge—neither are you. friends and neighbors we might be able
which itself has a tremendous influence  G0dis in charge, and he is not be;

on the stock market. As they gain mor g taken by surprise. He knew aboutto h'?lf?e_ g;gggn?;?g;il/?sgrsegzzdﬁ an
information, what will people think about

2K befort_a he cr_eated the WO.I’|d. Heemergency supply of cash and liquid as-
Y2K and how will it affect their confi- <" and will use it as part of his plan
dence in the market? Unless a silver buly

hich may or may not include judgingsets' in case bank cash machines don’t
. ociety and disciplining his church.Work oryour b"’!”k ba_lance IS In error . .
let comes along to fix Y2K—and nearIyRa,[her than speculate on what will hap- Prepare as if a big storm is on the
everyone says it won't—can anyone s 5en, we should focus on what the Bibl&ay; building an adequate supply of food,
riously believe all this could have anytaq told us all along—fear God, trust GodVater, blankets, a battery-operated ra-
thing other than a negative effect on corye \yise, be prepared, be faithful, be gerlio, a first-aid kit, prescription medicines
sumer and investor confidence? erous, care for your family, look afterand other necessities.” The Cassandra
I'm not saying our economy will Col- the hody of Christ, reach out to thoséroject has nineteen pages of specific
lapse and all businesses will nose-divesdho don’t know Him. Y2K changes guidelines for Y2K preparation (millen-
hope the experts are dead wrong whegphne of these principles. It may simplynia-bcs.com/prep.htm).
they talk about the effects of Y2K. Butgive us an opportunity to act on them. Are such measures appropriate for
those who assume the stoc;k market'ls Scripture tells us, “God has not giverPelievers who trust the Lord? When
the best place to have their money ifjg g gpirit of fear, but of power and of0d graciously indicated famine was
1999 and 2000 might want to reread th@yye and of a sound mind” (2 Timothyahead, he directed Joseph to lead Egypt
previous dozen paragraphs. 1:7). We should respond to Y2K not within storing up grain during years of
I'm no expert, but it seems to mey spirit of fear, but of power (knowingplenty, to draw from during years of
it requires a great deal of faith for in-God has given us in Christ all the rewant (Genesis 41:26-41). Jesus spoke
dividuals and churches and Christiagources we need to face any difficulty)f the ten virgins with their lamps, the
organizations to keep large amounts déve (putting the glory of God and thefoolish ones who brought no store of
money in the stock market right nowgood of others before ourselves), and@il, and the wise ones who thought
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ahead, prepared and stored up oil (Mabetter off if we turn to God and depend orshow our children Christian generosity
thew 25:1-13). Proverbs 6:6-11 comhim to help us. and sacrifice for the good of others.
mends ants because while food is avail- Meditate on Isaiah 40 and expandChurches and communities will sink or
able they store it up for the winter wheryour view of God. Turn off the TV and swim together. Hopefully nonbelievers
it won't be available. We're com- read great books like thesehe Knowl- will remember Christians as those who

manded to consider the ants’ ways arRdge of the Holyby A.W. Tozer; showed they lived by higher principles
learn from them. than the world. This will give cred-

“A prudent man sees danger ag ibility to the gospel we speak.

takes refuge, but the simple keep ¥g Y2I(Insr;lzruﬁganéﬁj%rg;wnngpg?rﬂz ngt

that when London was overtaken
by the plague in the 1660’s, wealthy
aristocrats fled the city. The edu-
cated and the powerful, including
most doctors, escaped, leaving the
: poor and uneducated to face the
for yourself—don’t take anyone plague. But many Christians, in par-
word for it), it seems wise for believ ticular the Puritans, stayed. Most
ers to take reasonable steps to a were educated and had sufficient
or minimize it, and position themselves  Knowing God by J. I. PackerDesir- means to flee, but did not. They stayed,
to be of help to others. ing God by John Piper, anthe Joy of shared their resources, and risked their
If you or your child or elderly parent Fearing God by Jerry Bridges. No mat- lives. In fact, many of them died while
had asthma or diabetes and the expetts how big Y2K may prove to be, ourcaring for the sick and needy. They
said a big tornado was coming and stor&sod is a whole lot bigger! knew this world was not their home.
might be closed or unable to replenish Y2K could turn out to be a power- The Puritans had been scorned by
supplies for weeks or months, would yoful ministry opportunity for Christians. In much of their society, but during the
be distrusting God if you bought extramany natural disasters—including hurplague many of the lower classes came
asthma spray or insulin? No, you'd bgicanes, floods and earthquakes—to respect them and adopt their faith
using your God-given brain and caringhurches have risen up to provide helwhen they saw the love o_f Christ flow
for your loved ones. (What's the dowrnd perspective. Why can’'t churcheshrough them. It was terribly hard for
side? You won't throw away mediciness€rve the community and lead the wayhese Christians, but they stood firm.
or canned food, you'll use them, right?)With Y2K contingency plans? Why not How many of us would be willing to
One thought to consider—if you dehave taskforces to educate and reconfiellow @he_:lr (?xample today?
cide to store up extra, do it sooner Wh”gmnd steps for the churc_h, and become Th_|s isn’t a condemnation of those
there’s still time for it to be manufacturedf lifeboat for needgeople in the church choosing to relocate, as long as wher-
and replenished, rather than later whez?\nd community? (Folnelp see the Jo- ever 'Ehey live they r_each_ out yv|th
it will mean someone else won't have itseph Project, www.josephproject2000.or@hrist’s love. Many doing this believe
or call them a678-445-5512.) they’ll be in a better position to help
- . Church and relief-oriented organiza-others than by staying places they think
Spiritual Preparation tions are a central part of America%s helpwill become chaotic if Y2K proves se-
The most important thing in the yeaing infrastructure. If they aren’t preparedrious. We should all ask Gddr his di-
2000 is the most important thing in 1998or Y2K they won't be in a position to rection, which might be different, and
and 1999 and 2005—where do we starttelp others prepare or respond to itmight benefit from the wise counsel
with God? Are we serving him and oth-Churches in areas of frequent natural dief spiritual leaders. While relocating
ers rather than just looking out for oursasters have a tremendous advantagets-not my family’s choice, it seems
selves? Do we affirm God’s providencehey may already have storehouses ofise to have contingency plans. In
and his sovereign hand over nations? clothes and food. Othehurches should light of the many informed people, secu-
If you choose to make preparationask how they could help others if therdar and Christian, who believe Y2K may
or contingency plans for the year 2000yere losses of electricitgnd need for have serious effects for months or
fine—just be sure these are in additiofood, water, heat and shelt€hurches more, it's only wise to consider what
to, not in place of, your focus on God. should seek to be part of the solutionyou might do or where you might go if
The year 2000 will come and go, buhot part of the problem. It's much easiecircumstances become worse than an-
our need for Christ will not. If you aren'tto minister in an emergency when wdicipated.
walking with God, Y2K is not your main are prepared for it spiritually, mentally,
problem. If people realize their dependenand physically. P g yAny Good from Y2K?
on God as aresult of the Y2K crisis, | think  Christians should be the firstto look  If Y2K brings serious problems,
it may prove to be a blessing in disguiseut for the community’s elderly, poor, ill it may remind us of things we should
No matter how bad things get, we will bend disabled. We should be the first tthave been aware of all along—God
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is in control and we're not; American prosslaves. Call CSI at 949-640-7885.) Argleas? Call us, and we’ll share them.
perity is not an everlasting right, butatemwe more concerned about having h@thristian organizations and churches
porary privilege; we shouldn't trust inwater in a blackout than getting cleashould be prepared with answers for do-
stock markets, banks, retirement fundsyater to diseased African children wh@ors who ask, “Will you be using these
businesses, houses and lands, but in Gaddll die without it? (Want to help thosefunds for God’s kingdom soon, or do you
What those obsessed by Y2K needhildren? Call World Relief at 1-800-plan on holding them in investments or in
to realize is the solution is not to transfe$35-5433.) Are we worried about fuejhe bank?”)
our trust from banks and retirement prato get our beautiful cars down the street
grams to gold, silver, guns and boxes afhile there are over 100 million childrerConclusion
food and barrels of water and nonhybritiving on the street? (To help them, call
seeds or generators. (None of these Agtion International at 425-775-4800.)Iem
wrong, and some might be wise, butun- “He who is kind to the poor lends t
der no circumstances should they behe Lord and he will reward him for wha
come the objects of our trust any morke has done” (Proverbs 19:17). “If am - ) i
than banks or Wall Street.). The solushuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he t &i?dfgsze(iasgtzp i,grze)d'ﬁt?ﬁ (Iae\l(szga
tion, regardless of which earthly possewwill cry out and not be answered” (Provl'ssugreminds us of nofhingi besides this
sions we choose to keep or surrender, ésbs 21:13). God said of King Josiah, “HE il have served a great purpose ’
to put our trust in God. defended the cause of the poor and needy;, If most of the experts are wrong.and
Perhaps the spiritual revival that haand so all went well. Is that not what "ﬁ(2K turns out to be no big deal, we can

eluded us in days of prosperity will come all smile about it and evaluate what we've

to us in days of adversity. On the dark- learned about God and ourselves, and be

te_st nlg?ts the stlac;s Ehme brlghtetgt. IS better prepared for difficult times that
IMES Of personal darkness——or in time will come in different forms.

of regional or national darkness—the | certainl
; . \ . y hope the Y2K typhoon
light of Christ can shine more brightly ¢ will dissipate before it hits shore Janu-

through us, his followersf, that is, we ary 1, 2000. If it does we should all get
are ready to represent him faithfully. & . down on our knees and thank God for
.AS we pon_der the WOI’S.t case sce- . . .. ~his mercy. In fact, we should do that ev-
narios of Y2K it should remind us thatmeans to know me?” (Jeremiah 22:16) ry day anyway—why not start now?
the Carpenter from Nazareth has gone It's my prayer that concerns about If Y2K hits hard, we will be grateful

to build a home for us (John 14:1-2). [¥2K might motivate us to take a harai

You and | may not face serious prob-

s in 2000—but we may face termi-

al cancer in 1999 or loss of a loved one
2001. Our presumption that life is sup-

The best way
to prepare for
tomorrow is to walk
with God today.

should increase our sense of dependerl@€k at ourselves and our affluence a gkheivfegrseopr?arglcéSsr?[ggga(yfynaqlg?etr?arz\r/g-
on God and make us stronger as we riawdifference to physical and spiritua ision for our families, neighbors and
alize our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:71€eds around the world. | pray it will Urches. And if we ’suffegr financial
10). Suffering can build our character©MPpt us to put more of our assets f S -

' 9 X ’ ipsses, we will remind ourselves that
(Romans 5:3), deepen our prayer lived€ One place that's truly safe. | don

o .—mean the stock market, under a mdnoney should never be the object of our
and draw families and the Body OfCh”S'EPeSS or in gold. | mean investing it ifaith, and be thankful for every dollar we

glé)ﬁg(ra r:ggeitr?et;{elt gﬁrr;slt?;:;e?(s)ren ;]Ler:i?y od's kingdom by giving it away to helphave invested in the eternal causes of
; . - Jthose who need the gospel and food an@rld missions and caring for the needy
maklng us more like the church descrlbegk),[hing and physical care. Once you lag the name of Christ. We'll also be grate-
In Acts ,2:42'46 and 4:32-35. your treasures up in heaven, moths ahd for every day our sovereign and gra-
Let's get some perspective—ouly,,st and rusts and thieves and fire—anibus God gives us to serve him and oth-
worst case scenarios with Y2K are betyok__can't get it. ers with what we have left.
ter than the best case scenarios of many according to Jesus, in Matthew We can't depend on anybody’s pre-
of our brothers and sisters throughout thg 19-25, we can't take it with us, but welictions about Y2K, but wean depend
world. While we're talking about cansend it on ahead. If Christians losen this: “Jesus Christ is the same yester-
whether to store food, they have no foogast amounts of money in the stock maday, today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8);
to store. While we're concerned abouket, bank accounts, business and real &Since we have been justified by faith, we
storing up extra prescription medicinesate, we’ll wish we would’ve given it tohave peace with God through our Lord
they have no medical care at all. further the gospel and feed the poor. Wesus Christ” (Romans 5:1); “Nothing shall
While we fear our standard of livingcan't keep it anyway. Why not invest iteparate us from the love of God that is in
might go down, Christians in the Sudamow in what will count for eternity?  Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:28-39).
are being murdered and taken into sla- Thisis nota veiled attempt to encour-  If we seek first the kingdom of God
very. (For a mere $50 each, Christiange you to give to EPM—we're doingand his righteousness, we need not worry
Solidarity International can buy freedonfine. Give to your local church and one aibout tomorrow (Matthew 6:24-34). The
for these enslaved brothers and sistetthe organizations | just gave phone nurbest way to prepare for tomorrow is to
EPM just sent them $5000 to free 10@ers for. Want other eternal invesnt walk with God today.
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Where Are Missions Headed?

by Doug Nichols,director of Action International

If missions are not careful, they may become like the old empty cathe

in Europe. Sidetracked, our main activities could become: caring for missio
ies, building retirement homes, increasing allotments, upgrading insurance

obtaining nicer offices instead of taking the Gospel to the masses.

If we get sidetracked with the baby boomer, baby buster, seeker or w
seminar mentality instead of taking the message to the lost, missions i
twenty-first century will be nothing more than a shell (possibly with lots
activity but with no life).

As we approach the twenty-first century, our purpose should be to “gro _ .
s- USAID estimates there will be nearly

claim [Christ], admonishing every man and teaching every man with all
dom, that we may present every man complete in Christ” (Colossians 1:2

) 151 s A All evangelical missons an
= il i SR churches need to plan together to eva
“If you do not wish

gelize and disciple the millions in India,
to be full of regrets

in lost Europe, Muslim Africa, and the
I Middle East, the world’s 150 million

when you are obliged

to lie still, work

street children, the 800 thousand teena

prostitutes of Thailand, as well as th

while you can.” major unreached cities of the world suc
—Charles Spurgeon ) ’ o

.i!_a,_._.—h i i E:’il nila and the_ over nine million poor of

S TG Calcutta. This will take more than “sup

as the 550 unchurched slum areas of M
porting a national worker or needy child” (each of us should do both!).

Churches and missions need to recapture the word “sacrifice” for the alkd

of the lost. Let’s not wait for the twenty-first century. Let's reach our genera
now with the Gospel.

Charles Spurgeon said from his bed of sickness, “If you do not wish t
full of regrets when you are obliged to lie still, work while you can. If y
desire to make a sickbed as soft as it can be, do not stuff it with mournful r
tions that you wasted time when you were in health and strength!”

Why don’t some of us older pastors and missionaries forget about r
ment, break out of the “we deserve a break” mold, and give all we have b
death for the Gospel's sake and God’s glory? We shouldn't just talk abou

heroes such as Paul, C.T. Studd, Hudson Taylor, George Whitefield, Dgvid

Livingstone, L.E. Maxwell, William Booth, and Amy Carmichael; let's emula
them! Missionaries, pastors, and Christian workers today, and in the tw
first century, should recommit ourselves to die in the battle if need be with

ire-
ori@eir church) to trust the Lord for their
oupersonal support and funds to do the work!

Pace 8

three million orphans (2,886,000) in

" Malawi and Zambia by the end of 1999.

Yes, it is hard to relate to these sta-
tistics! It is easier to be concerned (and
we should be) about children being shot
in public schools or a suffering child in

e our neighborhood. As Christians, how-

ever, let us not “cross to the other side of
the road” and let millions of children die
without the gospel and Christian care!
Long- and short-term missionaries
are urgently needed to serve with Action
International Ministries in Malawi,
ozambique, Tanzania, and Zambia as
nchildren’s healthcare and orphanage
workers, evangelists, church planters,
pleadership developers, Bible teachers,
nurses, doctors, builders, managers, ad

edninistrators, teachers, youth workers,

vocational teachers, and agriculturalists.
Missionaries are responsible (with

Please call our Candidate Secretary,
Pearl Kallio, or USA Director, Rex Lee

Bparlaw, at 425-775-4800 or 800-755-
up918 if you would like more informa-

backs bent under the Gospel plow and our bodies worn out in ministry forfth80n, would like to support a worker, or

masses who need the Gospel of salvation in Christ. “And for this purpose
labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within [us]
(Colossians 1:29).

C.T.

et}) apply for service.

o0 000O0OCGONOSO
Note from Randy: Action International
is a ministry we wholeheartedly support.
If you want to invest in eternity, | can’t
think of a better place to send your money.

Action International Ministries
P.O. Box 398
Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043-0398;
Tel.: 425-775-4800 Fax: 425-775-0634
action-usa@xc.org.
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Prayer for the Persecuted Church

by Karina Alcorn

From Sudan to China, from Peru Last year's event saw over 60,00000,000 North American churches to
to India, over 200 million ChristiansU.S. churches join 110 other countrieparticipate.

face the daily reality of religious per It's not too late to get involved (even
secution. Some are threatened, "* - *‘ * after November 15). You can order a

ducted, imprisoned or even execu Resource Kit for yourself or your church
for holding fast to their faith in Jesi and choose a different date to set aside
Christ. for this important prayer ministry. Each
Though we don’t know most ¢ kit contains the following: a brief video,
them by name, they are part of t a Prayer Resource Magazine, a Global
worldwide Body of Christ, the uni Persecution Prayer Map highlighting hot
versal church. As their brothers a spots of persecution, a brochure and a
sisters, we have the privilege and 1 set of Leadership Sheets which aid local

responsibility of lifting them up it H‘___*, church leaders in conducting a service
prayer before our Lord and Savior. focusing on the plight of our suffering
November 15, 1998 is scheduledn prayer for our brothers and sisterbrothers and sisterfo order, call 1-888-
as the International Day of Prayer fothroughout the world who are sufferingg38-7772 or visit the Prayer for the
the Persecuted Church. The theme fer their faith in Christ. This year, PrayeiPersecuted Church website at

“Shatter the Silence.” for the Persecuted Church is aiming fowww.persecutedchurch.org.

e e e e e e

This is a sample letter (addressed to the Embassy of Séitetature. Though not everyone will agree with him, the gov-
Arabia) included as an encouragement to write to aprnment grants him this legal right.
propriate officials on behalf of our persecuted brothers | am not asking that you give special favoritism to Chris-

and sisters in Christ. tians or to Americans. | am asking as a fellow human being that
you take responsibility for the actions of the nation you repre-
Dear Ambassador: sent. Remember that the world is watching, and that Saudi Arabia

I have recently learned of some disturbing occurrenceshiéis agreed to the United Nations policy of religious freedom.
your country. These reports are very distressing to me, and I In closing, | strongly urge you to encourage your govern-
felt compelled to write you and voice my strong objection.ment to release the Christians who are currently being held.

It seems that several Christians have been arrested and not only that, | implore the nation of Saudi Arabia to take
are being detained and questioned pertaining to their religigesiously its responsibility to uphold the basic right of reli-
preferences and to their work in your country. Not only is thigous freedom.
highly offensive to me as an American citizen, but it troubles

me as a human being. Respectfully, Karina Alcorn
| understand that you have a differdyw
legal system than the United States, aj(d | Grace & Truth:

know there are many cultural differendqps :
at play. However. as a member of fhe 2 VW€ Have to Offer to a Dying World
United Nations, Saudi Arabia subscrifesrandy Alcorn was the speaker for the annual Christian Life Conferen(je at

to Article 18 of the United Nations Decl}|- Multhomah Bible College & Biblical Seminary September 7-11, 19]8.
ration on Human Rights, which promo§tsThe subjects he covered were:

freedom of religion. Imprisoning membgs “Truth & Grace: A Two-Point Check List of Christlikeness”
of a rellglous minority on the baS'S_Of thyjir “Truth: Should We Downplay it in the Name of Grace?”
religion clearly violates that commitmer|. “Truth: Guarding Grace from Moral Compromise”
When someone from Saudi Araljja “Grace: Guarding Truth from Legalism”
comes to the United States, he will fij|d “Grace: What Makes it So Amazing?”
the freedom to practice his religion asjne The complete five tape series is now available from EPM for $12.00, ifo
sees fit. He may build a mosque, prorr] te charge for U.S. postage.
his religion and freely distribute religiogs
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The Rich Family in Church s s war

I'll never forget Easter 1946. | wasexcited we could hardly sleep. | didn't like being poor. | looked at my
14, my little sister Ocy was 12 and my  We didn't care that we wouldn't havedress and worn-out shoes and felt so
older sister Darlene was 16. We lived aiew clothes for Easter; we had $70 foashamed, | didn’t even want to go back to
home with our mother, and the four othe sacrificial offering. We could hardlychurch. Everyone there probably already
us knew what it was to do without manywait to get to church! On Sunday mornknew we were poor! | thought about
things. My dad had died five years being, rain was pouring. We didn’t own arschool. I was in the ninth grade and at the
fore, leaving Mom with seven school kidaimbrella, and the church was over a milP 0f my class of over 100 students. |
to raise and no money. from our home, but it didn’t seem to mat¥vondered if the kids at school knew that

By 1946 my older sisters were marter how wet we got. Darlene had card?/© Were poor. | deC|d_e<_j that | COUIO.I quit
ried and my brothers had left home. Aoard in her shoes to fill the holes. ThéChé)OI S|hnce | hacil f'ﬁls?ed the ?'gdhth
month before Easter the pastor of owardboard came apart, and her feet {ace- That was all the faw required at

. . at time. We sat in silence for a long time.

chur_ch announced that a special Easteret. But we satin chu_rch proudly. | hear. hen it got dark, and we went to bed.
offe_rlng would be taken to help a poosome te_enagers tglklng about the Smit All that week we girls went to school
fa_lmlly. H_e_ a_lsked everyone to save angirls ha\{lng o_n their old dresses. | Iookegnd came home, and no one talked much.
give sacrificially. atthem in their new (_:Ipt_hes, and_ | felt ”ChFinaIIy on Saturday Mom asked us what

When we got home we talked about  When the sacrificial offering wase wanted to do with the money.
what we could do. We decided to buyaken, we were sitting on the second row  what did poor people do with money?
50 pounds of potatoes and live on thermom the front. Mom put in the $10 bill, We didn’t know. We’'d never known we
for a month. This would allow us to saveand each of us kids put in a $20 bill. Asvere poor. We didn’t want to go to church
$20 of our grocery money for the offerwe walked home after church, we sangn Sunday but Mom said we had to. Al-
ing. When we thought that if we keptll the way. At lunch Mom had a sur-though it was a sunny day we didn't talk
our electric lights turned out as much agrise for us. She had bought a dozen eg@s) the way. Mom started to sing but no
possible and didn’t listen to the radioand we had boiled Easter eggs with o@ine joined in and she only sang one verse.
we’d save money on that month’s elecfried potatoes! Late that afternoon thét church we had a missionary speaker.
tric bill. Darlene got as many house anchinister drove up in his car. Mom wentie talked about how churches in Africa
yard cleaning jobs as possible, and botb the door, talked with him for a mo-made buildings out of sun-dried bricks,
of us babysat for everyone we couldnent, and then came back with an erut they needed money to buy roofs. He
For 15 cents we could buy enough cotelope in her hand. We asked what f&id $100 would put a ’roof on a church.
ton loops to make three pot holders twas, but she didn't say a word. Shdne minister said, “Can’'t we all sacrifice
sell for $1. We made $20 on pot holderspened the envelope and out fell a bundf help these poor _people? V\/e Ioo_ked_at

That month was one of the best obf money. There were three crisp $28aCh other and smiled for the first time in
our lives. Every day we counted theills, one $10 and seventeen $1 bills. Mod v;/lezk. Mohm reac?ed into her purse and
money to see how much we had saveput the money back in the envelope. V\}%u ed out the envelope.

. o L : She passed it to Darlene. Darlene
At night we’d sit in the_dark and_ talkdidn’t talk, just sat and stare_d at_the ﬂqorgave it to me, and | handed it to Ocy.
ab(_)ut how _the poor family was going to_ We had gone fr_om feeling _Ilke mil- Ocy put it in the offering. When the of-
enjoy ha_lvmg the money the churcmonal_res to feeling like poorvv_hlte traSh-fering was counted, the minister an-
would give them. We had about 80/Me kids had such a happy life that w@gunced that it was a little over $100.
people in church, so we figured thafelt sorry for anyone who didn’t have ourrhe missionary was excited. He hadn't
whatever amount of money we had tonom and dad for parents and a housggpected such a large offering from our
give, the offering would surely be 20full of brothers and sisters and other kidsmall church. He said, “You must have
times that much. After all, every Sunwisiting constantly. We thought it was funsome rich people in this church.” Sud-
day the pastor had reminded everyorte share silverware and see whether waenly it struck us! We had given $87 of
to save for the sacrificial offering. got the spoon or the fork that night. Wehat “little over $100.” We were the rich

The day before Easter, Ocy and had two knifes that we passed around family in the church! Hadn’t the mis-
walked to the grocery store and got thehoever needed them. | knew we didn'$ionary said so? From that day on I've
manager to give us three crisp $20 billsave a lot of things that other people hadl€ver been poor again. _
and one $10 bill for all our change. Webut I'd never thought we were poor. That  I've always remembered how rich
ran all the way home to show Mom andaster day | found out we were. Thé @m because | have Jesus! _
Darlene. We had never had so muchinister had brought us the money for _(This story was received via email

money before. That night we were sthe poor family, so we must be poor. to EPM)
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Dakota tribal 1.
wisdom says that 2.
when you dis- 3.
cover you are
riding a dead horse, the 4,
best strategy is to dis- 5.
mount. However, in the
government we often try 6.
other strategies with dead 7.
horses, including the fol- 8.
lowing:

9.

| You can help EPM cu’ 10
1 down on costs by sendin
I us your new addresd 11
| hopefully before the nexl
12
| newsletter comes outl
| Though we mail them ouj 13
| bulk rate at a cost of $.1] 14
| per newsletter, for every '
I / returned newsletter with thg 15
I wrong address we ar '
I —=mf charged $1.36 in returt
I \ postage. Not only that, bx} 16.
you don’t receive you 17.
1 newsletter. And if we ar% 18.
l mailing it to you it will cost 19.
I us another $.78. So thk 20.
| sooner we receive youl
| change of address, the bdt-  21.
| ter. Thanks! | 22.
| |
L-------------------‘
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Handling A Dead Horse

Buying a stronger whip.
Changing riders.
Saying things like “This is the way we always have
ridden this horse.”
Appointing a committee to study the horse.
Arranging to visit other sites to see how they ride
dead horses.
Increasing the standards to ride dead horses.
Appointing a tiger team to revive the dead horse.
Creating a training session to increase our riding
ability.
Comparing the state of dead horses in today’s
environment.
. Pass legislation declaring that “This horse is not
dead.”
. Blaming the horse’s parents.
. Harnessing several dead horses together for
increased speed.
. Declaring that “No horse is too dead to beat.”
Providing additional funding to increase the horse’s
performance.
Do a CA Study to see if contractors can ride it
cheaper.
Procure a COTS dead horse.
Declare the horse is “better, faster and cheaper” dead.
Form a quality circle to find uses for dead horses.
Revisit the performance requirements for horses.
Say this horse was procured with cost as an
independent variable.
BRAC the horse farm on which it was born.
Promote the dead horse to a supervisory position.
(Received off the internet, author unknown)

A Message from God’s Creation

Psalm 17:8, Psalm 63:7, Psalm 91:4, Matthew 23:37

An article in National Geographic sevwings. The loving mother, keenly aware
eral years ago provided a penetrating piof impending disaster, had carried her off-
ture of God's wings. After a forest fire inspring to the base of the tree and had gath-
Yellowstone National Park, forest rangered them under her wings, instinctively
ers began their trek up a mountain to aknowing that the toxic smoke would rise.

sess the inferno’s damage. One rang8he could have flown to safety but had

found a bird literally petrified in ashes refused to abandon her babies. When the “He shall cover thee with his
perched statuesquely on the ground at théaze had arrived and the heat had singé@pthers, and under his wings shalt thou
base of a tree. Somewhat sickened by ther small body, the mother had remaind@ust” (Psalm 91:4).

eerie sight, he knocked over the bird witkteadfast. Because she had been WiIIingotLearn to experience the warmth and

a stick. When he struck it, three tiny chick#o die, those under the cover of her wing%

scurried from under their dead mother’svould live.

ection of life beneath the wings of the
Imighty.
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just finished readin@eadlinefor about the Btime.
I It's getting really inked up and highlighted. | use you
insights and dialog analogies all the time in sharing t
faith. We have a great desire to share who God is throug
music and dialog. It can get pretty hairy sometimes. And | cry
like a baby every time | read the part of the boxing match ) .
Jake Woods has with God. Hallelujah!!!! used you, with your writing, to encourage me and bless me. You
Thank you for all the studying you've done. | know yoIaave also helped me to start to look _at things differently; as you
will have great treasure in heaven. (Thanks for widening Mi§uld say, “with an eternal perspective.” I thank you for this.
eyes on that one t00.) We are former rock’n rollers who got | Wanted to let you know that our Lord has been using
saved 12 years ago and now have 6 kids—5 sons and 1 da(f§heVven here in prison. In fact, your bda#adlineplayed a
ter. We do music for the Lord now. Well, | don’t mean fArt in my last roommate’s decision for Christ! Praise God!!
ramble but thank you, Randy Alcorn, for helping me tounder- ~ An Inmate, California Department of Corrections
stand more of God's love for me and everybody, even those yg|io, | am a student at the University of Wisconsin. |

who say they hate Him. Heaven is going to be a trip!  jyst finished readin®ominionabout 5 minutes ago, and |
Steve Lopes, Gardiner, WAhave read Deadline several times. | have written to au-
thors before, but never because of a fictional work. Both
| do quite a bit of reading. My father was an Englisheadlineand Dominion have had a powerful impact on
teacher, and believe me, | know good writing when | readrity life. The speculations on heaven have really helped to
And Dominion was fantastic! focus my mind on eternity, rather than this world. Also,
I'm a relatively new white believer who has had marijiey have had the added impact of illustrating God’s love
racist thoughts over the years. | believe now that they hdgeme in real ways. Because of various issues in my life,
all been generated by my fear of violent crime and the pbhave had a hard time accepting or understanding Christ's
trayal of blacks in the media as well as my cultural upbringve for me. | feel that in the process of reading your
ing. works, God has helped me to begin to accept His love and
During the last few years | have had the pleasure of g&{oW Him to really make a difference in my life. _
ting to know a single, black mother and her child very well. | AlS0, | very much appreciate all of your C. S. Lewis
led her to the Lord through our church’s evangelism explosﬁfﬁeremes_' He is my favorite author, | now have 20 of his books,
ministry. | believe that the Lord has been doing a work in r{}d My thinking is very much influenced by his.
heart ever since, and | am convinced that he put your book ANYWay. I just had to write and tell you how much I ap-
into my hands to help carry out his purpose in my heart. preciate you w_rltlngi)_eadllnean_d Dom_lnlon gnd that God
| have to admit that | spent many moments crying whi@s used them in a mighty way in my life. I will pray for EPM.
reading the book because | was so convicted as to the state Deanna Ratz, Madison, WI
of my thoughts concerning racial

issues. Thanks so much for your
sensitive writing. It has impacted
my life for eternity. | know that
I will never be the same again.
Let’s all continue to pray the

the Lord would heal the racial
divide in our country, especially
in our churches. May we all be
truly brothers in Christ no mat-
ter what color we are.

Steve D’Alessio Columbia,

MD

| have read both of your novels:
Deadline and Dominion |
wanted to tell you that God has

I’'m thirteen years old and a member of
Covenant Life Church, where you spoke sev-
eral times recently. | said “thank you” after
the last message you gave, and shook your
hand. But after readingdge of Eternity
and having it make a profound impact on my
life, | knew two words weren’t enough.

| know you give the glory to God, and so
do I, but after reading this novel, | really
started living for the line, instead of the dot.
By the grace of God, | have stopped before
almost every action | conduct, and think
about how | and the Audience of One will
feel and say about what | do while on this
earth. Thanks to your gift, God and | have
completely turned my life around.

David Somerville, Gaithersberg, MD
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Randy Alcorn’s New Book

(From the catalog produced by WaterBrook Press, publistigdgd of Eternity

Best-selling author Randy Alcorn, who kept readers on thast, present and future i
edge of their seats with his nov&eadlineandDominion, way he never has before.

has written a gripping, action-packed, and visionary spirittds amazement, Nick ca
thriller that illustrates the all-important decisions each of new see, hear, taste a
must make concerning life, faith, and the world beyond csmell the realities of bot
own. Alcorn spins an entertaining and intriguing tale abouhaaven and hell. He walK
world where life’s deeper reality is revealed—focusing readetween two worlds, wher,
ers’ attention on the truth about heaven and hell. every choice he makes caf
. . avote for heaven or hell. H
What is Edge of Eternityall about? lives each moment on t
Edge of Eternityis a highly imaginative spiritual thriller edge of eternity. What Nic
that powerfully illustrates the eternal implications of the aiscovers about the world
important decisions each of us must make in our brief windb@yond, and about himse
of opportunity on earth. Nick Seagrave is a disillusioned @g+evolutionary both to hi
ecutive who has lost his family, and in the midst of crisis suahd to the reader.
denly awakes to find himself in what appears to be another Edge of Eternity(a beautiful hard cover book) is now in
world. Pursued by ancient flying beasts, leery of a monstra@isristian bookstores everywhere. If you do not have a local
web that threatens to hold him captive, stalked by an evil bropdokstore in your area, feel free to purchase directly through
ing intelligence, Nick meets up with people on the roads BPM. Cost is $14.95 + 10% shipping. Quantity discounts are
chooses to travel, and in the midst of great danger seesakisilable. Call or write for information.

P u ppIeS For Sale him to me. That little dog is worth every bit as much 4s

all the other dogs and I'll pay full price. In fact, I'll give]
A Story iIIustrating God’s heart You $2.37 now, and 50 cents a month until | have h[n
paid for.” The store owner countered, “You really don

A store owner was tacking a sign above his door thaant to buy this little dog. He is never going to be abje
read “Puppies For Sale.” Signs like that have a way tofrun and play with you like the other puppies.”
attracting small children and sure enough, a little boy ap- To this, the little boy reached down and rolled up hjs
peared under the store owner’s sign. pant leg to reveal a badly twisted, crippled left leg sup-

“How much are you going to sell the puppies for?” heorted by a big metal brace. He looked up at the stqre
asked. The store owner replied, “Anywhere from $30 to $50Wner and softly replied, “Well, | don’t run so well myself
The little boy reached in his pocket and pulled out soraged the little puppy will need someone who understandg!”
change. “I have $2.37,” he said. “Can | please look at them?” (Received via email, author unknown.

The store owner smiled and whistled and out of the
kennel came Lady, who ran down the aisle of his store
followed by five teeny, tiny balls of fur. One puppy was
lagging considerably behind. Immediately the little boy
singled out the lagging, limping puppy and said, “What's
wrong with that little dog?” The store owner explained
that the veterinarian had examined the little puppy and had
discovered it didn't have a hip socket. It would always
limp. It would always be lame.

The little boy became excited. “That is the little
puppy that | want to buy.” The store owner said, “No,
you don’t want to buy that little dog. If you really want
him, I'll just give him to you.” The little boy got quite
upset. He looked straight into the store owner’s eyes,
pointing his finger, and said, “I don’t want you to give
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The Great Debate

by Kathy Norquist

“Ron is just a man. He will never
understand what it’s like to be a womal
He will never be pregnant or go throug
labor.” These were the opening remark
from Sharon*, a woman representin
NARRAL (National Abortion & Repro-
ductive Rights Action League) in a de
bate with Ron Norquist in a human sex
ality class! had never accompanied Ro
on a debate before, so | decided to wi
ness one firsthand this past Spring
Portland Community College. .

Ron was introduced first and had 1
minutes to present his prolife position. Hi . :
focused his presentation on perSOHhOCﬁ L X - A

e ., .

addressing the crucial question of “Wh i : ) )
does a person’s life begin and therefoRy0choice students commented the@ne woman told Ron she resented his

deserve protection?” He walked the adfought her tactic was demeaning anduse of biological facts in his presenta-
dience through a very logical, factual sé2€lieve she lost the debate at the begition. “I have my truth and you have your
quence of conception to birth, showingng- The thrust of her presentation wastauth. | want you to respect my truth as
several colorful intrauterine pictures dewomgn’s right to c_hoc_)se. S_he referrediell,” she explained. A belief in moral
picting the developing baby. He left th&/@TY little to the beginning of life and ne-relativism permeates the college class-

glected to address the evidence Ron presom and shows just how blind to the
\ sented. truth our society has become.

Atone pointthe woman said tothe class, A lively question and answer time fol-

“Now you know that antichoice people betowed the presentations. In response to her
_ _ lieve that you, you sitting right here in thisoppening statements Ron said “l don’t need
to listen to as he communicates | ¢jassroom, should not have sex until you ate have been a slave owner in the South
from his genuine heart with a - married.” She paused, looked out at the st know that slavery was wrong. In the
good sense of humor. Yet, he is | gents, and indignantly asked “Can you beame way | can know that abortion is

(It has always been a
blessing to have Ron speak in my
high school classroom. He is eas

also very thought-provoking as lieve that?"” | was so shocked that | foungvrong even though I'm not a woman.”
he challenges my students to | myself saying “Yes! Do you think that's im-The NARRAL woman replied under her
think through an issue in all its possible? Are we just animals?” By the fabreath, “You probably were a slave
ramifications. cial expressions of some of those around mawner!” Audible gasps followed by those

high'\ggﬁgo-lmtlesggkr%r they seemed to understand my responsewho had heard her comment. This was

\_ Damascus Christian Schy It was interesting observing the clasanother example of trying to personally dis-
during the presentations. The facial exeredit Ron rather than address the real is-
pictures up during his presentation, as Eressions, body language and vgrb_al retie at hand.
his usual practice. He has found it to b% onses of the class members allindicated  As we left the classroom, one of the
quite true that a picture is worth a th out—. ere was intense processing of th_e matstudents met us out_5|de. “l just want to
sand words. In fact, at another debate H@! Presented. | was impressed with howhank you, Mr. Norquist, for your presen-
had a woman come up to him and sagitentive some in the class were while Ration. You won hands down. Although |
“I'm prochoice and | don't agree with allVaS speaking. Truth was being prestill consider myself prochoice | wanted
that you said. But those pictures, | just carfentéd—God's truth, and seeds were bgeu to know what a great job you did.”
get away from those pictures.” ing planted. He then went on to share how his mother
Sharon then presented her case. | was also impressed with the fachad been raped and became pregnant as
Though her opening remarks aimed to difis was a very real spiritual battle. Saa result. He felt she was justified in hav-
count Ron's message this actually seemtah has blinded the eyes of many peopieg an abortion. That one exception was
to backfire on her. Even some of thand they are not willing to face the truth.

*name changed to protect identity
(continued on page 15)
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very personal to him. Ron was able to ersonal attack. His presentation was bas¢tr o, has been a guest participanth
courage him and challenge him to keepn facts and hard evidence in stark Cofi- my ethics and values courses and
thinking and studying the issue. It was #&ast to his opponent. Only God knows the medical ethics courses for a number
very warm exchange and we pray Godltimate outcome. Seeds of truth werp of years now. He certainly provokes
will continue a work in his heart. planted and He brings the harvest. a good deal of class discussion whilg
Overall | was struck with the sens&Ron has extensive experience in t e?r:\e;glr\l,)édariﬂcﬁ:ztlggmtfle;fggljfnent
that God'’s truth had been presented ardea of prolife speaking and is avail '
Ron had been the messenger. He a@blé to speak in a variety of setting
swered the questions thoughtfully, WithoﬁOth Christian and secular, junior

_ igh age on up. He may be contact
overreacting even when he was under peft 503-637-6181.

i Marc Marencd

Professor of Philosoph
Pacific Universiﬂ

Strong Enough to Care About the Weak

Jesus and the Childrenand Us

When Isaiah says that God “exalts “‘O woman, great is your faith! Be “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn
himself to show mercy to you” (Isaiahit done for you as you desire.” And heand become like children, you will never
30:18, RSV), he teaches us that one mattkughter was healed instantly” (Matenter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever

of great, self-sufficient poise is the willthew 15:28, RSV). humbles himself like this child, he is the
ingness to get down low with the weak. 4. Jesus cast a demon out of agreatestin the kingdom of heaven” (Mat-
This is probably why Jesus was so takexhild. thew 18:3-4, RSV).

with children. It is also why Christians  “And Jesus rebuked him, and the 8. When Jesus came, children
care about children in church and chidemon came out of him, and the boy wasied, “Hosanna to the Son of
dren on the streets. cured instantly” (Matthew 17:18, RSV).David.”

According to some estimates, there “The chief priests saw the children
are probably one hundred million children =5 crying out in the temple, ‘Hosanna to the
who live on the streets of our cities Son of David!”” (Matthew 21:15, RSV).
around the world. Some estimates say 9. Jesus predicted the terrible
that by the year 2000 half the global days when fathers would give their
population will be children under the age children up to death.
of fifteen, and perhaps two billion of them “And brother will deliver up brother
will live in extreme poverty or be at risk. to death, and the father his child” (Mark
The United Nations estimates that on v 13:12, RSV).
million children enter the trade of child= X ¥ 10. Jesus said that if you receive
prostitution each year. > \ ‘ =/ a child in his name, you receive him

The impulse to move toward this nee and the one who sent him.
rather than away from it is a sign that the “Whoever receives one such child

Spirit of Jesus is at work in us. Consider a in my name receives me; and whoever
few of his relations with children. 5. Jesus raised a child from the receives me, receives not me but him
dead. who sent me” (Mark 9:37, RSV).
1. Jesus was a child. “Taking her by the hand he said to

“For unto us a child is born, unto us &er, ‘Talitha cumi,” which means, ‘Little The question is not whether caring
son is given and the government will bgirl, | say to you, arise.” And immediatelyfor children is easy and safe, or whether
upon his shoulders” (Isaiah 9:6, KJV). the girl got up” (Mark 5:41-42, RSV). they are responsive and thankful, or

2. Jesus took children in his 6. Jesus used a child’s loaveswhether caring is depleting. The ques-
arms and blessed them. and fish to feed five thousand people. tion is whether Jesus is the same yester-

“Let the children come tome,donot  “There is a lad here who has fiveday, today, and forever, and whether we
hinder them™ And he took them in hisbarley loaves and two fish; but what arean say with the apostle Paul, “I can do
arms and blessed them, laying his hantteey among so many! Jesus said, ‘Makall things through Him who strengthens
upon them” (Mark 10:14, 16, RSV). the people sit down™ (John 6:9-10, RSV)me” (Philippians 4:13).

3. Jesus healed a child of a for- 7. Jesus said you should be- (Excerpted fromA Godward Life

eign woman. come like a child. by John Piper, pp. 65-67.)
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K n OWI n G O d ’S WI | I teaching each other, giving thanks to God
g by Randy Alcorn  and serving others (Eph. 5:17-33). James
There are tons of books, tapes, anm be, the only safe place. What is tc\:}Lv' e5 jg?:st \;v:kdfg? ittTp:/rzxrsidsogitti)ceglaiﬁse
sermons about finding God’s will. The asGod’s glory is also for our good (Matt.Seeking and living the will of God
sumption seems to be that God's will i16:26; 25:21; Lk. 2:10; Jn. 16:7; 1 Cor. 7 God's will is that we Ii.ve in
lost or buried—like God doesn’treally want7:35; Eph. 6:8). If God wants you in ansubrﬁission to God-given authority
us to know his will and hides it from us.equatorial jungle, you wouldn’t be happ%hat others may see our WiIIingnessz to
It's as if God is a Cosmic Easter Bunnyanywhere else! humble ourselves as servants (1 Pet. 2:13-
who hides the eggs and maybe says 4. God wants us to know his 15). It also means we recognize God és-our
“You're getting warmer,” and sometimeswill—He’s not cruel. Because he Iove?]igheSt authority and put obedience to him
we stumble onto them, but we never knows he gives us his Word, the Road Ma'%tbove obedience to men (Acts 4:18-20)
whether we've found them all or not.  so we don'’t have to grope in darkness 8 Sometimes God's will is. that '
Some think God's will is revealed in a(1 Cor. 2:9-10; Ps. 119:105). we g'o through difficult times, even
dramatic experience or sudden revelation suffering, to accomplish his pl;rpose in
a voice that says “Go on the Mexico trip us and tr;rough us (1 Pet. 3:17, 4:19)
thissummer” or “Ask Cathy to the prom.” 9. The Bible is the r.ev.eaI;a d-willl

Some think God's willis something to be of God. If you want to live in his will, then

afraid of. *| hate spiders and humidity so S “Letthe Word of Christ dwellin you richly”
Justknow God's going to send me to”som The Bible is the revealed will] (col. 3:16). Fill your heart and mind with
equatoflalllrllhglle in jOUt_*IWIAme”ﬁa- o of God. If you want to live in | the Word of God, trust in his empower-
circjr?r;:;cgs.(‘-‘;I(’)vesbvgefonf?;rtlargiga juott: his will, then “Let the Word ment to obey Hi_m, and confgss and re-
of Christ dwell in you richly”. pent when you disobey and fail. If you do

there, so it must be God’s will.” Or, “He thi il be living in the will of God!
asked me out, so it must be God’s will,’ (Col. 3:16) IS,you Wil be fiving In the will ot 00
' ' Summary: The will of God is not

Qr“The_bankapproveq my Ic’)’an applica- S wrapped up in the details of what we
tion so it must be God’s will. 5. God’s will is that we be sexu-
N . ) : do, but the character of who we are.
Is God’s will mainly about lots of ally pure (1 Thess. 4:3-7). This extendsl_rue it is not iust the larae choices. but
personal details, including school, jobto fleeing from temptation (1 Cor. 6:18) he d’ail smaIIJchoices thgt cumulati\’/el
who to date, where to live, etc.? Or is iand keeping our bodies from impurity, bu uild usyinto who God wants (wills) us tg
about something else? also keeping our minds pure (Matt. 15:19—e God cares about the little thinas and
1. God’s will is that we be saved 20;5:28; Prov. 4:23; Ps. 119:37; Phil. 4:8 'iS.Will can include details. but thege are
(2 Pet. 3:9; 1 Tim. 2:3-4). 6. God says those who don’t secondary. What is primr;lry is that we
2. Once we're saved, God has know his will are unwise, and it is ' . S
) . ; . . choose to follow his clear direction in
a further will for our lives. There are God’s will that we be filled with and .
L . o spiritual and moral arenas. Then all the
certain things he wants us to do and nabntrolled by his Holy Spirit (Eph. details fall into olace from there
do (Eph. 2:9-10). God's will is something5:17-18). When we are controlled by the “Delight yOLE)rseIf in the LORD. and
for us to do, not just to know or believeSpirit, we show it in certain ways. Wehe will give you the desires of your
or affirm (Mk. 3:31-35; 1 Jn. 2:17).  will not commit the acts of the sinful heart” (Ps. 37:4). Augustine said, “Love
3. Because God loves us, hisnature (Gal. 5:19-21), but will produceGod and do as you please.” If you're
will for us is in our best interests too. the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). Wereally loving God, you want to do what-
Where God wants us is the very best plasgill participate in worshipping the Lord, ever pleases him, even if it's difficult.
. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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