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We fix our eyes not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen...

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ¢ FALL 2000

ChOOSlng A GOd' The Church Was

. . Spoken Against
Honoring Lifestyle Everywhere
by Randy Alcorn 6
IVI any speak out against theOne Kind of Disciple
lukewarmness and materialism of  In Mark 1:16-20, Jesus called his firs{
today’s Christians. Much of what four disciples to leave their fishing busines Early Church

they have to say is accurate, but they conte follow him. Notice that this abandonment Teachings on Abortion
monly make two critical mistakes. of possessions was neither inhert
First, they camp in the Gosg 3 ently virtuous nor aimless. It 7
pels and ignore or brush off W . was done with a clear pur-
the Epistles. Yet the “._ pose in mind, in order to
Epistles demonstrater «, practically facilitate the A Second Glance
the form that / * goal of the call. )
churches took after/ ', Christ’s ministry at the Christmas

Christ's death, res- was an itinerant

urrection, and ale one, requiring a ShCPherdS
cension, and afte great deal of trav-

the Holy Spirit was eling. To follow 8

sent to indwell his
people. Since the
church was not borri,
until after the Gospels,:,
we must look not only™
to the Gospels but to the

I him, the disciples
1 simplyhadto leave
: 4 their boats and nets. The Heart of a
L. w4 The real point is not P

/ that they left their True MlSSlOﬂaf)’

boats, but that they fol-

Epistles to draw conclusions b " lowed Jesus. That they left 10
about the lifestyles of Christians. gl ! behind their major possessions
The secondhistake is failing to deal was the inevitable result of their re-
with the larger context of the Gospels themsponse to his call to physically follow him. Letters to EPM
selves, quoting only isolated texts that tell Yet, it appears that even these fouy
people to give away everything. Some readpostles did not irreversibly divest them 13

ers and listeners get the impression that Chriselves of all possessions. Just ten versgs
tians who retain any possessions are not trafer they're said to have left their nets
disciples. But a more careful and thogh we're told the apostles wento‘the home

reading of the Gospels demonstrates exactyf Simon and Andrefv where Simon’s A. W. Tozer speaks
what is later borne out in thgpistles—that mother-in-law lived, and presumably his on Evangellsm

by God's calling there are two kinds of diswife and children as well. Also, the Gos-
ciples when it comes to the matter of owningels make repeated reference to traveling 16
money and possessions. Let’s look in the Goby boat on the Sea of Galilee. It seems fajr
pel of Mark for examples of this. to assume that the boat belonged to one pr

(continued on page 2)
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more of the fishermen-turned-apostles. Not long thereafter, while IargeSummarizing Christ's Two Calls
This is substantiated by the fact that Peterowds were following Jesus, he went |0 a probing call to discipleship,
and several of the others were back inwp into the hills and chose twelve of higesus said:If anyone would come af-
boat fishing again within days of Christ'sfollowers to be his apostles (Mark 3:13ter me, he must deny himself and take
death (John 21:1-3). 19). This unigue group would join him inup his cross and follow me. For who-
Peter later said to his LordWe his itinerant ministry, traveling, preach-eyver wants to save his life will lose it,
have left everything to follow ybu ing, and casting out demons. But onlyyt whoever loses his life for me and
(Mark 10:28-30). He did not say, “Wethese twelve were chosen to travel witfpr the gospel will save it. What good
havesoldeverything,” though they mayhim. Others of the large crowds wergs it for a man to gain the whole world,
well have liquidated nearly all of theirnot chosen as apostles but still remainggt forfeit his soul? Or what can a man

major possessions (Luke 12:32-33). Thiis disciples. give in exchange for his sotilPMark
point' is, they feft the_ir possessiofso 8:34-37)
physically follow Christ. Whether one has been The number of economic terms in

The apostles were a distinct histori- . these few verses is striking—save, lose,
cal group who have no direct equivalen¢a/led to leave his posses- gain, forfeit, give, and exchanggvery

today. Nonetheless, | believe we cagjons behind for kingdom  disciple of Jesus is given a radical call
look at them as representatives of a par-

4 _as to how he views and handles his

sionary work. Such work necessitateeership for generous and facet of his life. Whether one has been
leaving behind major possessions that 5 ~ifirial kinadom pur- called to leave his possessions behind for
would tie us to a specific location an‘? 9! p kingdom purposes or to retain ownership

prohibit our ability to go where Jesus Ca”SOO:S'eSr he must keep {'12 for generous and sacrificial kingdom pur-
us. mind that a wrong view of poses, he must keep in mind that a wrong
A Second Kind of Disciple maferialgain in this world V'&V of material gain in this world will

. . . ; lure him away from the next. The money
Mark said that Jesusaw Levi son Wil [ure him away from and possessions of the present will be of
of Alphaeus sitting at the tax ., ., no use on the day his soul is laid bare

collector’s booth. “Follow me,’ Jesusa— before his Creator. On that day, money
told him, and Levi got up and followe and possessions will be seen as either

him” (Mark 2:14). We are not told Jesus  Where did these “disciples-but-nothaving facilitated his mission or having
commanded him to sell his possessionrgpostles” go? Where else but back tg|yrred or hindered it.
and give to the poor. On the contrary, igheir families and homes and jobs! Just
the very next verse Jesus and the digs Jesus had for many years served as _ _
ciples are having a dinner party in Levi's carpenter, owning a house and toofsinding a God-Honoring Lifestyle
house, along with many other tax coland likely a workshop, and lived on a ~ When it comes to ouattitude to-
lectors and “sinners.” Levi's house iSpiece of land, so they were to serve Goward wealth, Jesus gave commands.
used to introduce many people to Jesusiising their families, living and working When it comes to our speciffiosses-
Given his profession and the number gf their own communities. sions and lifestylehe gave us prin-
people at the party, it was no doubt nicer Clearly, the majority of Christ’s fol- ciples. Jesus did not hand us a precise
and larger than the average house. |owers did not rid themselves of all theichecklist of what we can and cannot
This is not merely an acceptable usgossessions, nor were they expected @vn, and how we can or cannot spend
of possessions but an explicitly God-ordo so. There were two callings ofmoney. Jesus did not say just one thing
dained one. Levi represented a secorhrist—one to leave family and possegabout money and possessions. He said
type of missionary activity that does nosions behind, and one to go back to thermany things. They were not random
involve divesting oneself of all one’s posBut both callings served the same ulticlashing noises, but carefully composed
sessions but utilizing them for the samgate purpose—the glory of God and theelody and harmony to which we must
ultimate cause. advance of his kingdom. listen as we develop our lifestyles.
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HEITO R
This newsletter is sent free to all who request it. Articles in this publication
(and at our website) written by Randy Alcorn may be freely quoted or copied, in

part or in whole, provided EPM’s name and address are placed on the copy. Feel free to reproduce this newsletter, jand
pass it on to individuals, churches or groups. It's our desire to spread this information, not protect or restrict it.
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On the one hand Christ saidD)d own a reasonably reliable means of How much money and possessions
not lay up for yourselves treasures otransportation, you are among the topan we safely keep? Enough to care for
earth’ (Matt. 6:19). On the other hand15% of the world’s wealthy. our basic needs and some basic wants,
Paul gave these instructions to a pastor. If you have any money saved, @&ut not so much that we are distracted
“Command those who are rich in thihobby that requires some equipment drom our basic purpose, or that large
present world not to be arrogant norsupplies (fishing, hunting, skiing, as-amounts of money are kept from higher
to put their hope in wealth, which istronomy, coin collecting, painting), a vakingdom causes. Not so much that we
SO uncertain, but to put their hope irriety of clothes in your closet, two cardoecome proud and independent of the
God, who richly provides us with ev{in any condition), and live in your ownLord (Deut. 8:13-14), or are distracted
erything for our enjoyment. Commandiome, you are in the top 5% of thdrom our purpose, or insulated from our
them to do good, to be rich in goodvorld’s wealthy. sense of need to depend on God to pro-
deeds, and to be generous and will- Hence, when we speak of the riclvide (Matt. 6:26-29).
ing to share. In this way they will laywe are not talking about “them” but “us.”  Those who want to get rich set
up treasure for themselves as a firnthose we think of as rich today are reallfhemselves up for spiritual disaster.
foundation for the coming age, so thathe super-rich, the mega-wealthy. But it i§hose who happen to be rich, simply as
they may take hold of the life that isve, the rich, to whom Paul is speakinga result of circumstances, hard work, or
truly life” (1 Tim. 6:17-19). The allowance ofrich Christiang by 1 wisdom, have done nothing wrong. They

Paul did not say, “Command thos@imothy 6:17 immediately follows a soberneed not feel guilty unless they do not
who are rich to stop being rich.” Theing warning of what awaits those who demake their riches generously available
implication is that there is a legitimatesire to get rich (1 Timothy 6:11). If we areto the work of God, or their lifestyles are
diversity in the amount of money andich, and we are, we need not concludeelf-centered and excessive.
possessions owned by Christians. Qfie are necessarily living in sin. But we

course, there is ng must care- Why Live More Simply?
room for opulence fully adhere  There are a thousand ways to live
and waste. There i to Paul’s in- more simply. We can buy used cars rather
no room for making structions of than new, and modest houses rather than
wealth a source o what our at-  expensive ones. We don't have to replace
security, nor f_Or a t|tupJes and old furniture just for appearances. We can
lack of generosity of actions are mend and wear old clothes, shop at thrift
hospitality. to be. stores, give up recreational shopping, use
Paul left a door] 4 Never- fewer disposables, cut down on expen-
open for a Christiarfz theless, the sjve convenience foods, and choose less
to be ‘ich in this | 5 door remains expensive exercise and recreation. Some
present world— | open to le- of us can carpool or use public transpor-
but only if he care- gitimate dif- tation. But these are things few of us
fully follows the ferences in will do unless we have compelling rea-
accompanyingl—— the amountof sons. May | suggest four?
guidelines related tq" wealth we i
his attitude toward own. When 1. Because it would loosen the

and his use of tha
wealth. The rich ar
not told they mus

Peter pressed 1P of materialism on our own lives.

Jesus con-
cerning the

Giving away what we don’'t need is the
greatest cure for materialism. How can

take a vow of poverty. But they are toldlord’s plans for John, Christ respondedV€ €xpect to embrace the Christian ex-
essentially, to take a vow of generosity:What is that to you? You follow e Perience of Paul, Wesley, Mueller, Tay-
They are to be rich in good deeds, quicilohn 21:22). lor, and a host of others without also
to share, quick to part with their assets His emphasis was on the wogebti”  €mbracing their attitude toward posses-
for kingdom causes—and in doing s&ach of us has a call of God. We shoul@Ons and the simple lifestyle it fostered?
they will lay up treasures in heaven. notbe preoccupied with God's dealingwith ~ 2- Beécause of the reward God

. others, nor should we make unhealthf’Omises if we lay up treasures in
Who are “The Rich™?

_ comparisons with our own situation. Ther&aven rather than on earth.Eternal
But who are these “rich,” and howare some things that no Christian shouf§Wards are to be a major motivation in

rich are they? The answer is that almoglo, such as hoard, live in opulence, or failly lifé. I choose a smaller house now,
everyone who reads this will be rich, botlo give generously. But there are othdPVvesting the difference in costin God's
by first-century standards and by globahings some Christians can rightly do thatingdom, God will give me a bigger

standards today. Statistically, if you havethers cannot or choose not to, such &9Use in heaven. Why settle for an ex-
sufficient food, decent clothes, live in awn land, a home, a car, a business, or §§nSive necklace now when by selling it
house that keeps the weather out, angh a certain vacation. and giving the money to meet needs it
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could contribute toward an imperishablgy care for others as well, can be a self-
crown in eternity? _ N ish and unchristian philosophy. The point

“We should be content with the simpleyes” to God. -

necessities of life because we could in- o
vest the extra we make for what reallySimple” or “Strategic” Living?
counts. Three billion people today are out-  During World War 11, when fuel wa
side Jesus Christ. Two-thirds of thenprecious, billboards routinely asked t
have no viable Christian witness in theimotorist, “Is this trip necessary?” Eve
culture. If they are to hear the gospel—+esource used for individual convenieneg
and Christ commands that they hear-was one less resource for the country’s
then cross-cultural missionaries will haveentral concern, winning the war. As
to be sent and paid for. All the wealtiChristians, we are engaged in a great
needed to send this new army of gooblattle that also requires great resources
news ambassadors is already in th&phesians 6:12). We too must realize g
church. If we, like Paul, were contenthat spending on our own private con- - :
with the simple necessities of life, huneerns leaves fewer resources for our T
dreds of millions of dollars in the churchkingdom’s central concern. We should
would be released to take the gospel &sk, “Does this really contribute to mypleasures, or special activities. This is not
the frontiers. The revolution of joy andpurpose in being here on this earth? Iy perspective. Even in wartime, it's im-
freedom it would cause at home wouldhis an asset to me as a soldier of Chrigiprtant to have a break from battle. Sol-
be the best local witness imaginable.” or is it a liability?” diers need their rest and recreation. Life
4. Because of the great physical Ralph Winter uses the term “war-s not just utilitarian. There is nothing nec-
needs of the poorSomeone has saidtime lifestyle,” which is generally a moreessarily wrong with spending some
“Live simply that others may simply helpful concept than “simple lifestyle.”money for modest pleasures that renew
live.” Of course, there is no necessarif | am devoted to merely “simple” liv- and revive us, especially since our battle
relationship between my simple livinging, | might reject owning a computeris a lifetime in duration.
and someone else’s being rescued frohecause it is modern and nonessential. | am thankful that | own “for fun”
starvation or reached with the gospeBut if | live a wartime lifestyle, then the possessions, such as a bicycle and ten-
There is only a relationship if I, in fact,computer may serve as a strategic toais racquet. They aren’'t necessary; yet

use the resources | have freed YL — s L/ 1€Y CONtribute to my physical and men-
to feed the hungry and reach th tal health. Our family spends money on

lost. This itself assumes | will con-ﬂ/e IOO mUSf real[ze vacations that aren’t necessary, yet they

tinue to make a decent wage. F - bring personal renewal and valuable re-
if  go off and pursue simple Iiving?/)a[ 5,0€ﬂdlﬂg on our lationship-building opportunities with one

for simple living’s sake, spending another and other families as well. My

what little | earn on myself, itdoeown pfinfe COI?CEI’I?S wife and | sometimes go out to dinner,

no good for anyone else. enriching our relationship and renewing

Infact, itis a violation of Scrip—[ea ves fewef resources our vigor to return to life’s battles. | am

ture to try to make only enougly- not proposing we live at a poverty level,

- V4
money for my family’s immediate or our klﬂngm S but as if our income was more modest,

physical needs. Scripture says yet still adequate to allow breathing room
“He who has been stealing muge”ﬂ’a[ conceri. for some legitimate recreational spending.
steal no longer, but must Worl———— If | have a wartime mentality, then |

doing something useful with his don’t look at an increase in income as

own hands, that he may.That he may for kingdom purposes. My computer isan opportunity taspend morebut an
have enough to live on? No,..that he serving that purpose as I'm writingopportunity toinvest moren the cause.
may have something to share withooks. Likewise, a microwave oven might determine that | will live on a
those in ne€d(Ephesians 4:28). We might be a luxury in one case but a useertain amount of money each year, an
should work not only because it is healthful tool in another, freeing time to en-amount that allows some room for dis-
for us and to care for our families, but tgage in the cause for which we areretionary or recreational spending. All
take our excess income and use it to hefighting. Simple living may be self-cen-income beyond that | will give to God'’s
the needy. Even though it may appear tered. Strategic living is kingdom-centereckingdom purposes. If he provides twice
be nonmaterialistic, earning ordpough Of course, the wartime mentality carthat basic amount of money | have des-
to meet the needs of myself and familpe taken to such an extreme that we feglnated for my living expenses, then |
and no more, when | could earn enouglis unfaithful to enjoy any pe®ssions, will be giving away 50 percent of my
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OUTLOTdiSpledSed assume the family’s savings are adSonclusion

equate for retirement needs. Suddenly A piblical lifestyle will necessarily

when we live in a way  the fam")/fhis a_secoE_d incomed NinIEtVecognize itself as being in opposition to
' percent of the time this second salafhe prevailing values and lifestyle of its
that reminds ourselves simply ushers in a higher standard odyiture. Itis informed by a different view

of and introduces oth- \ving. Expenditures rise to meet in-of reality. This view of reality is not a
come. But why? The one income hagarsh or austere view. It need not lead

efs [0, th[is fo[}/ [be been more than sufficient till thlStO ascetic or bare-bones”vinglorto con-

int—for needs, that is, maybe no ti fthose Christi ho h
reatest pleasure and pomn , M emnation of those Christians who have
g p wants. If the cause of Christis so Worgreater Opportunity or feel greater lib-

possession of life, both thy& why not tde'[\;10te the %ntire SeCerty to possess more than | do. Rather,
ond Income to the cause: it is a view toward the riches of the eter-
here and hereafler. Do such proposals seem strange?df| kingdom. Those who hold such a

so, why? Have we forgotten that alliew are sincerely grateful for the re-
income. If he prOVideS four times thaChrist’s diSCipIeS are committed to USfreshing p|easures and he|pfu| posses-
much, | will be giving away 75 percenting their money and pos- sions of this life.
of it. If my situation radically changed,sessions to further T, But regardless of what material
however, | might need more for my famthe kingdom things surround it, this view
ily needs. cause? Have o A e of reality remains fo-
At Eternal Perspective Ministries,we distanced /=g : Yo 5 ldwies ..  cused on the ul-
our goal is to keep 10% of royalties thadurselves sqg PR BT @ timate pleasure
come in and use them for our ministryfar from the -{_!:_“‘r':; of possessing Christ.
while we give 90% away to missionspattlefield =% — ™ our Lord is pleased
famine relief, prolife work and prisonthat our @ when we live in a way that re-
ministry. We've always given away apeacetime = minds us of, and introduces others to,
minimum of 10%, but as God providedifestyles have left us comfortable angyhat's truly the greatest pleasure and
higher royalties over the years, we'veomplacent, unfit for battle and oblivi-possession of life—our Lord Jesus.

been able to steadily increase the pepus to the battle’s eternal stakes?
centage. God’s called us not to a cruise-ship  (For further development, see

Suppose a wife wishes to go tanentality but a battleship mentalityMoney, Possessions and Eternity
work when the children are grown, and here’s a big difference. Randy Alcorn.)

Pastor Quits Sports:

Twelve Reasons Why A Local Clergyman
Stopped Attending Athletic Contests

12. Every time | went, they asked me for money.

11. The people with whom | had to sit didn't seem very friendly.

. The seats were too hard and not comfortable.

The coach never came to call on me.

The referee made a decision with which | could not agree.

| was sitting with some hypocrites—they came only to see what others were wearing.
Some games went into overtime, and | was late getting home.

The band played some numbers that | had never heard before.

The games are scheduled when | want to do other things.

My parents took me to too many games when | was growing up.

Since | read a book on sports, | feel that | know more than the coaches anyhow.

| don’t want to take my children, because | want them to choose for themselves what sport they like I§est.

[
o

PNMWAOON®O

With apologies to those who use the same excuses for not coming to church.
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The Church Was Spoken s s e

- And if there is enough conflict and
Ag al n St Eve ryWh e re hostility that those who speak the gospel
are even imprisoned, that very moment
of bad press may be the occasion of gos-

pel triumph. Why? Because, Paul said,
Can the gospel spread, and thouThe disciples were increasing in number”l am suffering and wearing fetters like
S

by John Piper

ands be converted, and churchéActs 6:1). “The word of God kept ona criminal [for the gospel]. But the word
grow, and love abound wherespreading; and the number of the discipled God is not fettered” (2 Timothy 2:8).
Christianity is continually spokencontinued to increase” (Acts 6:7). “Thdn fact, it may be that when God and
against? Yes. It not only can, it has. Hand of the Lord was with them, and &uth are loved enough that we are willing
say this not to discourage winsomenedayge number who believed turned to tht® take stands that incur slander and hos-
but to encourage hope. Do not assunherd” (Acts 11:21). “The word of the Lord tility, the Spirit may move more powerfully
that seasons of hostility or controversgontinued to grow and to be multiplied’than in times of peace and popularity.

will be lean seasons with little power ofActs 12:24). “The Sometimes
growth. They may be seasons of expl@hurches...were in- Christians have fa-
sive growth and great spiritual blessingreasing in numberDo not assume that seasons Vor with society and

How do we know this? Consider thedaily” (Acts 16:5). sometimes we “are

way Luke reports the state of the churchll the residents of of hostility or confroversy spoken against ev-
in the book of Acts. When Paul finallyAsia heard the word . - . erywhere.” In either
gets to Rome near the end of his life, hef the Lord” (Acts will be lean seasons with case, God can, and
invites the “leading men of the Jews” td9:10). “The word |jttle power or growth. They often does, pour out
come hear his gospel. What these leadf the Lord was i hls power for effec-
ers say about the “sect” of Christians igrowing mightily may be seasons of explosive tive witness. Both

very significant. They say, “Concerningand prevailing” .. peace and slander
this sect, it is known to us that it is spofActs 19:20). growth and great Spmtua] can be the occasion
ken against everywhere” (Acts 28:22). Therefore, we blessing. of blessing. There-

This is not surprising to disciples whanust not think that fore, let us not em-
knew that Jesus said, “You will be hatedontroversy and brace the assump-

by all nations because of My nametonflict keep the church from experienction that times of social ridicule must be
(Matthew 24:9). And: “Woe to you whening the power of the Holy Spirit and dratimes of weakness and fruitlessness for
all men speak well of you” (Luke 6:26) matic growth. We are taught in Roman€hristianity. They may be a sign of faith-
And: “If they have called the head ofl2:18, “If possible, so far as it dependfuiness, and occasions of great harvest.
the house Beelzebub, how much morn you, be at peace with all men.” Buirhe church was “spoken against every-
will they malign the members of hiswe are not taught to sacrifice truth fowhere,” and “the word of the Lord was
household!” (Matthew 10:25). peace. So Paul said, “Even if we, or agrowing mightily and prevailing.”

The early church was an embattledngel from heaven, should preach to you (via Email, September 6, 2000, Desiring
church. Yes, there were seasons of calmgospel contrary to what we hav&od Ministries, www.desiringgod.org)
(Acts 9:31); but that was the exception.___ _ _ - _ _
Most of the time there were slanders ar E\;’ A e A e A e A e A e A i AN e g
misunderstandings and accusations a.».ﬂ_'fj . -4
persecutions, not to mention internal dis EF Assurance grows by repeated conflict, by our repeated E‘

putes about ethics and doctrine. Virtualll=-3| experimental proof of the Lord’s power and goodness to
all Paul's letters reflect controversy in the E:» save. When we have been brought very low and helped, |/
church as well as affliction from outside ij sorely wounded and healed, cast down and raised again, E*
The point is not that this is desirable, bt %‘ have given up all hope, and been suddenly snatched 2
that it need not hinder great power arrgd| from danger, and placed in safety; and when these Er“
growth. In fact, it may be the occasior E . .
and reason for great power and growth -"{} t!’ungs have been rgpeated to us and inusa t'housand
This seems to be Luke’s view, be b‘ times over, we begin to learn to trust simply in the word ~ |#=«
cause, even though he portrayed ChriE; and power of God, beyond and against appearances: and E‘!,-

tianity as “spoken against everywhere /3 this trust, when habitual and strong, bears the name of ﬂ']'

he also portrayed relentless growt[pd| assurance; for even assurance has degrees. £
throughout the book of Acts. “The Lord| k= John Newton E_i

was adding to their number day by da[

those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47| b2 = =S rwrrowr s o rowrs o o ""'"-T".E‘.‘Si

a7 - e

My
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Early Church Teachings on Abortion

“You shall not kill an unborn child or murder a newbornonceived in the womb i

infant.” — Didache

“You shall love your neighbor more than your own lif
You shall not slay the child by abortion.” Barnabas |[c.

70-138], Epistles

Farr 2000

in one way or anoth
esmothered or evacuate
in the desire to destro
the offspring before it

o _ ~ haslife, orifital- . , i"t A

“For us [Christians], murder is once and for all forbiddepgady lives in the k‘c ) ety
so even the child in womb, while yet the Mother’s blood is sti{lomb, to kill it be- N VL e
being drawn on to form the human being, it is not lawful for §&re it is born” IJ 1 | “l | ,‘r_,.-"' a
to destroy. To forbid birth is only quicker murder...He is.a- St. Augustiney' o o L el
man, who is to be a man; the fruit is always present in Bhop of Hippo' . e J_,"
seed.” —Tertullian, 197, Apologeticus [354 to 430], % -_,rf o

“Those women who use drugs to bring about an abortlg§ Nuptius et H& | 4§ - S
commit murder and will have to give an account to God feroNcupiscus L U 0 R gl
their abortion.” —Athenagoras of Athens, letter to MarcufOn Marriage and S, ‘.,Q‘t,ﬁ
Aurelius in 177, Legatio pro Christianis [Supplication foffoncupiscence) . M
the Christians]. “Some virgins [un- ®77 - ""c;

“There are women who, by use of medicinal potions, d&arried women], when

stroy the unborn life in their wombs, and murder the chil@ey learn they are with child through _
before they bring it forth. These practices undoubtedly &8, Practice abortion by the use of drugs, frequently they die
derived from a custom established by your gods; satdfiemselves and are brought before the ruler of lower world

Though he did not expose his sons, certainly devoured thegiity of three crimes: suicide, adultery against Christ, and

etter to Eustochium
“If we would not kill off the human race born and devef: o _
oping according to God’s plan, then our whole lives would be “The hairsplitting difference between formed and un-
lived according to nature. Women who make use of soffémed makes no difference to us. Whoever deliberately com-
sort of deadly abortion drug kill not only the embryo but, téRits abortion is subject to the penalty for homicide."St-
gether with it, all human kindness.” -Clement of Alexan- Basil the Great [329- 379], “First Canonical Letter,” Three

dria, priest and the “Father of Theologians” [c. 150-220]Canonical Letters

Christ the educator.

“Those who give drugs for procuring abortion, and those

“Sometimes this lustful cruelty or cruel lust goes so far @0 receive poisons to kill the fetus, are subjected to the penalty
to seek to procure a baneful sterility, and if this fails the feties murder.” —Trullian Quinisext Council (692), Canons

A Martyr for the King

Polycarp (c 69-155 A.D.), a leader of the early church in Smyrna, gave the memorable
answer when commanded to [curse the name of Jesus Christ and] worship Caesa
“Eighty-six years | have served Him [Christ] and He has done me no wrong. How then
can | blaspheme my King, who saved me?” To the end Polycarp...disdained to defend
himself before the mob. He was threatened with the wild beasts and then with the fire,
but he did not flinch. Once again his answer was memorable, as well as moving: “You
threaten me with fire that burns for an hour and in a little while is put out, for you do not
know about the fire of the judgment to come, and the fire of eternal punishment reservec
for the ungodly. But why are you waiting? Bring what you will.” And so they did. He was
burned alive. The issues were clear to Polycarp and [other] Christians: “It is better for
you to enter into life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes
out” (Mark 9:43). Immediately after Polycarp’s martyrdom, the local church wrote a
letter describing the events, so eager were they for a neighbouring church to know of
their leader’s joyful and glorious end. To them and to the [non-Christians] around them,
such faithfulness was the best possible testimony to the truth of the gospel.

(The Footsteps of Godyy John Legg, Evangelical Press, 1986, page 19
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A S e CO n d G | an Ce at th %ominent position in the thinking of the

eople.” As the Israelites acquired more
farmland, pasturing decreased.

Christmas Shepherds Sz

Around 1000e.c., David’s emer-
gence as king temporarily raised the
In Christ's day, shepherds were lowly and despised. But Father God pickelepherd’s image. The lowliness of this

them to first hear the joyous news trade made David’'s promotion striking
(2 Samuel 7:8). While poetic sections of
N o Christmas program is completdarmers, they despised shepherdind3cripture record positive allusions to

by Randy Alcorn

without its little band of gunny sheep and goats meant death to croghepherding, scholars believe these ref-
sack shepherds. Frightened bRattles between farmers and shepherdsences reflect a literary ideal, not reality.
the angel'sudden appearance, they maare as old as they are fierce. The first In the days of the Prophets, sheep-
vel at the good news from the angel angiurder in history erupted from aherders symbolized judgment and social
rush to Bethlehem to see the Savior-Kingarmer’s resentment of a shepherd (Gemlesolation (Zephaniah 2:6). Amos con-
As they return to their flocks, theyesis 4:1-8). trasted his high calling as prophet with his
praise God and tell all who will listen  Egyptian art forms and historicalformer role as a shepherd (Amos 7:14).
about the birth of the chosen Child.  records portray shepherds negatively. Shepherding not only lost its wide-
Once they're through with their Neighboring Arabs, their enemiesspread appeal, but eventually forfeited
part, we let them leave the stage were shepherds, and Egyptian hats social acceptability. A strong preju-
and hardly give them another tred climaxed when shepherd kingslice materialized in Israel. In Kittel's
thought. We've always beey seized lower Egypt. Theological Dictionary of the New
quick to dismiss those quain Egyptians considered sheeplestamentDr. Joachim Jeremias says
Christmas shepherds. worthless for food and sacri-shepherds were “despised in everyday
But, actually, why did the fice. Pharaoh’s clean-shavedife.” In general, they were considered
announcement come to the court looked down on the second-class and untrustworthy.
at all? Why not to priests an rugged shepherd sons of ~Some shepherds earned their poor
kings? Jacob. Joseph mat-reputations, but others became victims
In Christ’s day, shep- ter-of-factly in- of acruel stereotype. The religious lead-
herds stood on the bottom formed his ers maligned the shepherd’s good name,
rung of the Palestinian so- brothers, rabbis banned pasturing sheep and goats
cial ladder. They shared in Israel, except on desert plains.
the same unenviable sta- The Mishnah also reflects this
tus as tax collectors and prejudice, referring to shepherds in be-
dung sweepers. Only littling and demeaning terms. One pas-
Luke mentions them. sage describes them as “incompetent”;
Who were they another says no one should ever feel ob-
that they should be ligated to rescue a shepherd who has
eyewitnesses of the fallen into a pit.
glory of God? Jeremias documents the fact that
Shepherds are shepherds were deprived of all civil
mentioned early in Scripture. GenesisEvery shepherd is detestable to théghts. They could not fulfill judicial offices
4:20 calls Jabal the father of those livingegyptians” (Genesis 46:34 NIV). or be admitted in court as witnesses.
in tents and raising livestock. During the  In the course of 400 years, the Egyp- He wrote, “To buy wool, milk or a
time of the Patriarchs, shepherding wasans prejudiced the Israelites’ attitudekid from a shepherd was forbidden on
a noble occupation. toward shepherding. Jacob’s descerthe assumption that it would be stolen
In nomadic societies, everyone—dants became accustomed to a settlgdoperty.”
whether sheikh or slave—was a shepiestyle and forgot their nomadic roots.  In another workJerusalem in the
herd. The wealthy sons of Isaac and When Israel later settled in Canaardime of Jesysleremias notes: “The rab-
Jacob tended flocks (Genesis 30:29¢. 14008.c.), the few tribes still retain- bis ask with amazement how, in view of
37:12). Jethro, the priest of Midian, eming a fondness for pastoral life chose tthe despicable nature of shepherds, one
ployed his daughters as shepherdesda® in the Transjordan (Numbers 32:1 ff).can explain why God was called ‘my
(Exodus 2:16). In The Geography of the Bihle shepherd’ in Psalm 23:1.”
When Israel migrated to Egypt, theDennis Baly states that after the settling Shepherds were officially labeled
tribes encountered a foreign lifestyle. Thin Palestine “there was a strong swing-sinners.” This was a technical term
Egyptians were agriculturalists. Asover and pastoralism ceased to hold tHer a class of despised people. Smug
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religious leaders maintained a strict casbérth, Christ moved among the lowly. 1t(1 Peter 5:4). No other illustration so viv-
system at the expense of shepherds amds sinners, not the self-righteous, Helly portrays His tender care and guiding
other common folk. came to save (Mark 2:17). hand.

Into this social context of religious  The proud religionists of Christsday = As we gaze on nativity scenes and
snobbery and class prejudice, God’s Stvave faded into obscurity, but the shepsmile at those gunnysack shepherds, let's
stepped forth. How surprising and sigherd figure colors church life today asiot lose sight of the striking irony. A
nificant that Father God handpickegbastors “shepherd their flocks.” handful of shepherds, condemned by the
lowly, unpretentious shepherds to first That figure was immortalized by thesocial and religious elite as without worth,
hear the joyous news: “It's a boy, andlord Jesus when He said, “| am the goodlas chosen to break the silence of cen-
He’s Messiah!” shepherd. The good shepherd lays dovmries, heralding Messiah'’s birth.

What an affront to the religious leadhis life for the sheep” (John 10:11).
ers who were so conspicuously absent Christ is also the Great Shepherd (First appeared ilMloody Monthly
from the divine mailing list. Even from (Hebrews 13:20and the Chief Shéyerd magazine, December 1982)

PrOLlfe Answers to For the last three years I've been acutely aware of the

need for a new edition of this resource. While the overall

: structure of the book remains the same, many updates and
ProChoice Arguments  fevisions have been made.

. Statistics have been updated and new charts have been

Newly Revised, Expanded & Updated added. The resource materials in Appendix K have all been
double-checked and corrected, with many new additions, in-
) - ) cluding internet resources. New subjects have been added,

When | wrote the first edition dProLife Answers 10 jncjuding partial-birth abortion, fetal tissue research, and fro-
ProChoice Argumentss the early 1990s, | wanted to supply;en embryos. The four appendices from the original book are
people with a carefully researched, highly useable resourggy accompanied by seven new ones, and the old ones have
I had no idea the impact it would have. The book sold ovggen revised. Some people may find the appendices to be the
75,000 copies, a huge num-most yseable resources in this book. (See additional resources
ber for a book on this sub- ot our website, www.epm.org.)
ject. Mostimportantly, ithas ~ \y hope and prayer is that this book, in its new and
been repeatedly used byimproved form, will be a tool in the hands of both church
thousands of people in theirgng culture. May it, by God’s grace, help us restore the

attempts to speak up forrespect for human life that honors our Creator and His
those who cannot speak forgmallest children.

themselves.
Many prolife groups use

the book to train their volun- The Sto ryte”ers’

i - teers and their speakers
)i | T Ethics classes use it as i
i TOLI textbook. | have received let- CO”eCtlon

by Randy Alcorn

£ ALLS vV B .I.I ' ters from hundreds of high This captivating collection of short stories focuse
| '*_.I W b : school and college studentd| your attention on things beyond your everyday world-

T o

"'u, OUMEnNt who've used the book to help}| from the most remote corners of the world to the degp-
CALELITICTILS

them prepare speeches of| est recesses of the hUMaRmm——""
write term papers and edi-}| spirit. This collaborative effort = =i i e

torials for their school news-|| was written by authors you R |
papers. I've spoken to five thousand public high school sju-may know well and introduce \é
dents at a single convention, distributing free copies of §peyou to others you have yet : [ i y

book, which they eagerly snatched up. Pastors ask to use]t idiscover(including Rand
their sermons, people write and ask if they can use it to cj)jn-Alcorn).
struct letters to newspapers, family members, and their ip- You may purchase th
resentatives. (The answer is always yes.) beautiful hardcover boo
Some have read the book and changed their mind aljputhrough your local booksto
abortion. But more significantly, many who were prolife witho§t or EPM at a retail cost df®
understanding the issues and arguments, who were int§ni$17.00. All proceeds for the &
dated by the almost universal prochoice assumptions injhesale of this book are donatfd
media and on campuses and in workplaces, became equijjpeid The JESUS Film Project:""=
to defend the prolife position as they never had before. I
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The Heart of a True MISSIONATY iguwakanong e o Treymade

; ; ; : it clear that they did not want to pros-
(An Interview with Ellzabeth Elliot) ecute the murderers. Today, the numer-
by Russell G. Shubin ous Huaorani followers of Wnagogi

Elisabeth Elliot talks about cross-to service in the fields of the harvest a8creator God”) may well be her most
beaing Christianity, the immaterialealth  a result. All have been called to live livegrofound legacy. The sweet though costly
of her mission heritage, and what gagen  of increasing sanctification. irony was illustrated most poignantly as
her strength in the face of adversity. A prolific writer of over 20 books Stephen Saint, son to martyred Nate

In a great number of North Ameri-who has move(——S———  SaiNt Was baptized by
can evangelical homes today, Elisabetivell beyond the “I think it takes a a’eep a Huaorani pastor—
Elliotis a household word. Her radio propale of specifically =~ . . . " one of the spear-
gram, “Gateway to Joy,"is broadcast mission-focusedSPIritual encounter with the \eiding indians who
on some 250 English-speaking stationsmaterial, Elliot's cross before we’re really took part in the slay-
and some 250 more in translation. Sheriting efforts over - - ing of his father years
speaks of “soldierly qualities” and thethe last 20 yearsql{d[{fled ’f0 call ourselves earlier. The living tes-
need for a cross-bearing Christianity. Sheave covered amissionaries.” timony of Elisabeth
reiterates the need for wives to be sulrange of topics Elliot and Rachel
missive to husbands. She challenges outicluding God's plan for th€hristian fam- Saint’s work amongst the Huaorani is a
right the dating practices of our youthily, suffering, loneliness and a re-evaluasuperb example of the vital and strategic
Simply put, she advocates a Christianityion of Christian dating. While some findrole of women in the frontier mission task.
that is a striking contrast to much of whaher a bit harsh and dogmatic, she has In addressing her preparedness for
fills the “bestseller” section in Christianarticulated a spiritual passion in the facéne initial tragedy Elliot attributes her

bookstores today. strength in adversity to her upbringing—
But Elisabeth Elliot one that had missions at its very core.

may be best-known as tf “I grew up in a very strong, mission-

surviving wife of Jim Elliot, = ary-minded home. We had dozens, per-

the 28 year-old missionar
speared to death in 19t
with four of his co-labor-
ers—Nate Saint, Pet
Fleming, Roger Youderian
and Edward McCully.
Along with their wives and
children, these five mel

haps hundreds of missionaries visiting in
our home. I have my mother’s guest book
that has 42 countries represented in it.
Therefore, | had read missionary books,
we had looked at thousands of missionary
slides, heard many missionary stories and
we knew that there would be hardships.
“Of course, | didn't know what the
were in the early effortg nature of mine might be and | didn't ex-
of reaching the Auca trib¢ = pect it to be quite so soon.” She notes that
(now known as the 1 in each of the major blows to her faith that
Huaorani) in the dens first year in Ecuador, it was a return to the
jungles of northern Ecua cross of Christ that provided the deepest
dor. They were nervou counsel. But she recognizes that there are
but optimistic as the precious few who have a similar back-
landed their small Piper ai ground and its component part—prepared-
craft on a shallow part o ness for adversity—with which she was
the Curaray River. so blessed. “So, when | have the opportu-
Elisabeth Elliot’s rivet- nity to speak to prospective missionaries,
ing account of this stor | do want to emphasize an encounter with
and the follow-up to it the cross. | think it takes a deep, spiritual
Through Gates of Sple encounter with the cross before we're really
dor and The Savage My qualified to call ourselves missionaries.”
Kinsman—quickly became standardof all of life’'s hardships that has given  While hesitant to generalize too
missionary fare and remain $oday, many a more upright spiritual posture. broadly, Elliot sees in the younger gen-
over 40 years later. The evergatf— Elliot's immediate response to theeration an aversion not so much to the
known as the Palm Beach incident foPalm Beach incident placed her, alongrand cause of martyrdom but to the
the shallow beach where the plan&ith co-laborer Rachel Saint (Sister ofmundane discipline of yielding to Christ's
landed—continues to have a riveting imthe slain Nate Saint) in the memory dbrdship in the small things. Her words
pact on successive generations of yourgyangelicals as modern-day saint$o prospective cross-cultural workers: “I
people. Countless youth have been calleghortly after the incident, she returnediould take them first to the foot of the
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cross and just ask them if they undermMy parents had been missionaries and five “So, | felt duty-bound to just tell my
stand what the cross was all about analit of the six of us kids became missiorPwn story of how Jim Elliot and | made
what it means in our daily life. If Jesusaries. This wholéhing of divorce just be- up our minds long before we ever fell in
told us that we must take up our crossomes so endemic that it can’t help bu@ve, that we did not belong to ourselves,
daily and follow Him, in what tiny little have a tremendous impact on missionButto God Himself; and this body in which
ways might we experience this? If we are sending that kind of messagklive is holy, it belongs to God until God
“These students do know that fivearound the world it undermines the Goggives it to somebody else. So, Jim and |
missionaries were killed in 1956 and thapel itself. were perfectly clear about that indepen-
was a very dramatic event that is still in dent of each other and then, when he
the minds of many. | am amazed at hofF—_came along and confessed to me that he
many decades have gone by and Xoung people today, it is was in love with me, he followed that
seems as though more people are aﬁ]}/ impression, are not immediately with saying, ‘I'm not ask-

quainted with that story now than when o ing you to marry me. You go ahead and
it happened. prepared fo sacrifice. They goto Africaand I'll go to South America,

“But the great question is the tiny,want what they want and and if God wants to bring us together,
little things which are not dramatic and God knows how to do it.’

not heroic, but those are the ways théﬁey want It now. “l thought | was going to Africa, but
Ccross is going to be presented to us. T ————— N various ways, God indicated that it was
often ask a group, ‘In what ways do you “I want to do everything that | canSouth America. And so, we waited 5 %2

expect the cross to be presented to you® strengthen the Christian family. I'veyears for each other. That, of course, is
“Well, the chances are not very greawvritten a book on that subject and I'nanother tremendous lesson in sacrifice.
that it is going to be anything dramatic ooften asked to do seminars on the Chri¥oung people today, it is my impression,
heroic; it is probably going to be, as Johtian family. It takes a strong father, are not prepared to sacrifice. They want
H. Newman put it, ‘the carrying on of submissive wife and obedient childrenwhat they want and they want it now.
small duties which are distasteful to us.But there was never any question in ourhey’re going to get what they want, any
“My impression is that they have notminds that our parents were perfectlyay they can get it. When you start at
had the same kind of earnestness amsgrious when they laid down the rules ghe foot of the cross and lay yourself to-

preparation for suffering. America loves
comfort and fun. And we need to face
squarely the words that ‘If we endure, we
shall also reign with Him’ (2 Tim. 2:12).
“Idon’t run across very many people

who have the depth of understanding that- *

we were given. | am very deeply awagé
of the privileges that | had. | want tQ
do my best to pass on to youngg
people those soldierly qualities ang
necessities that we have to learmn®
Jesus spelled it out very cleagiiz
that, if we were going to follow Hi
there was going to be sufferin
It's not going to be different.”

tally at God's disposal, theege a whole
lot of pitfalls that are avoided.”

Elliot’s hard language of placing one-
self “totally at God's disposal” is a strik-
ing contrast to the rights language so
prevalent in both secular and Christian
media today. But it is the depth of her
conviction on a number of matters that
has emboldened many in their own
calling to Christian work. She calls
for unadorned, sacrificial living di-
rected by a simple tenet: “Keep go-
ing back to the Old Book.”

The Bible, she says, is simply
“our authority. There is no other way

While writing and speaking on athe house. Whahey said, they meant,except the way of the cross. Jesus made
wide variety of subjects, center stagand what they said, they meant the firstso crystal clear. He simply said, ‘If you
on her agenda has been the sad stdime. These were dihctors that gave uswant to be my disciple...,” and that stands
of the North American family (e.g. self-discipline.” just exactly the same way today. He is
Passion and Purityand The Shaping One of the fundamental flaws thasaying that to each of us, ‘Do you want
of the Christian Family For Elliot, the Elliot recognized in North America uponto be my disciple?’
connection of the deteriorating familyreturning to the States was the carefree “If the answer is ‘yes,’ then there
structure with the impact on the messaggractice of dating—which presented &an be no question about the willingness
we export through the mission enterprisstriking contrast to her early years witho fulfill the three conditions of disciple-
is not a difficult one to make. This is high-Jim Elliot. “It became very obvious toship which is [first of all] to give up your
lighted by recognizing that the familyme back in the 70’s that this whole busiFight to yourself—and that flies in the
structure of many “pagan” peoples weness of courtship and dating—actuallyface of everything that the world is say-
attempt to reach is—shall we say?—it wasn’t called courtship at all, it wasing. When the world is saying ‘be good
much more Biblical. just called dating, and it was simply taketo yourself, work on yourself, do your

“I did come from a strong missionaryfor granted—became more and more dapwn thing,’ that is the absolute opposite
family. We ate, lived and breathed missiongjerous as all the old rules were discarde@f giving up your right to yourself. You
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can't take up the cross until you've givera second husband (Addison Leitch) iturn to Christ and say, ‘Lord, you are in
up your right to yourself. a tough battle with cancer in 1973. Toeharge, | accept this.” The great principle
“The second condition is ‘take upday, she is married again—to Larshat Amy Carmichael taught was ‘in ac-
your cross,’ and that certainly means su6ren, who serves as a manager faeptance lieth peace.” We cannot change
fering of one sort or another. And the thirélliot's personal ministry. what has happened, we cannot be angry
thing, of course, is ‘to follow.” And that Elliot certainly doesn’t hold herselfat God because then there is no other ref-
means a determined obedience, from harp as one who deserves any speciage. I'm always aghast when | hear any-
to eternity. awards of merit for having borneone say that he’s mad at God, because
“You don't tell God you will do two heavy burdens. She insists her lot iwhere else can you turn?”
years of missionary work, period, antio more difficult than the numerous
consider that you have done your jolmthers who have lost husbands—in- This interview first appeared iMission
Following means one step at a time, or@uding the recent example of Glady&rontiers, August 1999.
day at a time, but we have a Leader wttaines who lost her husband and two Elisabeth Elliot is a speaker, radio host,
will show us the way.” sons while serving in India. former missionary and prolific writer. She has
Elliot is now living near Massachu-  Reflecting again on the Palmwritten many books includin@assion and
setts Bay in Massachusetts—by her owBeach incident, she recalled how sheurity, Through Gates of Splendand A
admission a long way from the jungles dénew it was very serious when JinChance to Die: The Life and Legacy of Amy
Ecuador. Her acquaintance with grieElliot and crew turned up missing.Carmichael Find out more about her ministry
however, did not end upon her return ttAnd when we got the word that theyand radio program “Gateway to Joy,” at
the States. After Jim Elliot, she would losevere all dead, what can you dacept www.gatewaytojoy.org

. A mother took her three-year-old
KIdS I n C h u rCh a? h daughter to church for the first time.
g The church lights were lowered, and
then the choir came down the aisle,
carrying lighted candles. All was
quiet until the little one started to
sing in a loud voice, “Happy birth-
day to you, Happy birthday to
you...”

A little girl became restless as the After a churchgg i
preacher’s sermon dragged on and ®&ervice on Sundal ﬁ
Finally, she leaned over to her mother antlorning, a young A~
whispered, “Mommy, if we give him theboy suddenly an- 9 °
money now, will he let us go?” nounced to his mother,

“Mom, I've decided to
become a minister

A boy was watching his father, a pasvhen | grow up.”
tor, write a sermon. “How do you know “That’'s okay with

what to say?” he asked. “Why, God tellss, but what made you Nine-year-old Joey

me.” decide that?” was asked by his mother
“Oh, then why do you keep crossing “Well,” said the little what he had learned in
things out?” boy, “I have to go to Sunday School.

“Well, Mom, our
teacher told us how God
sent Moses behind en-
emy lines on a rescue mission to
lead the Israelites out of Egypt.
When he got to the Red Sea, he
had his engineers build a pontoon
bridge, and all the people walked

church on Sunday any-
way, and | figure it will

A father took his 5-year-old son t&@€ more fun to stand
several baseball games. Then the fattyd} and yell than to sit
and son attended a church on a Sund¥id listen.”
shortly before Independence Day. The
congregation san@he Star-Spangled

Banner and after everyone sat down, the q hool .
little boy suddenly yelled out, “PLAY A Sunday Schoo across safely. He used his

BALLII" teacher challenged her : walkie-talkie to radio headquar-
children to take some time ters and call in an air strike. They
on Sunday afternoon to write a letsent in bombers to blow up the bridge and
..._ter to God. They were to bring theirall the Israelites were saved.”
A 6-year-old was overheard recitin . .
y %tter back the following Sunday. “Now, Joey, is that really what the

the Lord’s Prayer at a church servic .
. £ om
“And forgive us our trash passes as vy]ene little boy wrote, “Dear God, Weteacher told you~

. .had a good time at church today. “No, butif I told it the way the teacher
LO;%'VG those who passed trash agalr\]/ﬁsh you could have been there.” did, you'd never believe it!”
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Lelters (o- EPM

Dear Mr. Alcorn, entire belief system before.

| must confess | have never written | just finished the book and plan
a letter to the author after reading a bookp go back, chapter by chapter,
but Deadlinejust blew me away. It wasissue by issue, and study like_—S
absolutely wonderful. Your characterizaerazy! | am so anxious
tion of the newsroom and reporters wa® study God'’s Wor@ '
obviously well-researched. | am a reand see which of your Randy illustrates are so
porter and found myself chuckling apoints hold up. | am sure that yous TRUE...we have been stopped by
parts in the book | identified with andare right on about issues such as abgrelice both driving and while
cringing at others—not because whaton and our current fascination with thevalking...for no reason other than my
you said was untrue, but because it re@ccult, but | intend to read the Word anthiusband’s color. Of course there are nu-
ally hit home. turn my focus completely to God and semerous other stories, but we do pray that

| was prochoice when | began readwhat the Spirit has to teach me abou®od will use our insignificant family in
ing the book, now | am seriously quesmy Lord and Savior, and true repentancepme way to further His kingdom and
tioning my values on the subject of aboras well as demons and Satan’s true pow&elp with racial reconciliation here on
tion. | am a hard sell and if you man4 want to learn to focus on Him alone aneéarth.
aged to convince me, then | think ihow to put on the true armor and fight Anyway, again, | am recommending
proves you wrote a great, thought-prowith determination and knowledge! | havét to everyone | come into contact with.

voking novel. never heard anyone talk about Heaven thieis powerful!
Sincerely, D.M., Portland, ORway you do. | intend to search for more D.P., Carmel, IN
on that in the Bible as well!
Dear Randy, | prayed, really prayed last night forDear Mr. Alcorn,

| have just finished reading yourthe first time in several years. | prayed It's four o’clock in the morning and
booklet Does the Birth Control Pill a prayer of true repentance, and nowhave just finished reading your novel,
Cause Abortions? wanted to say understand that this is not a yearly cdEdge of Eternityl must confess to you
thank you for writing it and publishing iteven monthly occurrence, but a dailghat when | started reading the book, |

on the net. God’s timing is interesting(sometimes hourly) task. thought it was going to be just another
I've been wanting to get off the pill for A.T., Chicago, IL strange book loosely written about the
some months now and last night felt quite end time, or something. Little did | know
strongly that | would not renew my preDear Randy, that your book would take me on a jour-

scription. However, | was still debating  Dominionis truly a great book, in ney through my own life and show me
back and forth as to whether | should dfact it is going to be a reference booknyself in so many different ways. |
so. Today, while looking for alternativefor my daughter as she presents a résund myself in many, many of the char-
methods on the Epigee site, | camport on the Nation of Islam to her reli-acters in your book. Unfortunately, some
across your article and have now an exion class. My husband, who is Africanof them were not the type of person |
cellent reason to stay off of the pill.  American, literally had to stop readingwvant to think of myself as.
| appreciate your thoroughness othe book last weekend while we wer Your book has given me a wonder-
research, your unbiased tone, your hoat a gym watching the kids practici'E ful picture of the walk we each must
esty (that you and your witead at one because it brought him take on our journey to the King. It has
point used the pill and that you'd recomtears. He looked at helped me put many of my wrong ideas
mended it to other couples), and youwith tears in his eyes into proper perspective. It has helped
words of encouragement based on Scripnd | said “I told your=— Il me see my journey more clearly than
ture at the end of the booklet. | feel rathet is a great book!” | k=1 | ever have before. | am 45 years
stunned at present, having realized thée was born in old, the father of five children and
abortive effects of taking the pill, but amCabrini Green the grandfather of one. | have known
grateful that | know the truth and carin Chicago i allalong that my walk with the Lord
now wisely choose to stay off of it.  and lived there i ! is a living example to my family. But
Many blessings and much thankghe projects for 10 years before ' _.now | can see more clearly the con-
P.K. moving to a “white” city in In- ' sequences of not staying on the
Dear Mr. Alcorn, diana. He was the only black road the Lord has given us to
| absolutely LOVEDLord Foulgrin's - child in his school growing up i travel.
Letters!| can't remember ever havingfor the most part...a drastie T T Thank you again for writ-
read something, short of God’s Wordgulture change and shock for‘- 11- . ing this book.
that has made me stop and evaluate roye so young. The issues that =" God bless you, D.F.
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f N still feel no clearer about defining justus, so we have purpose. He loves us, so
. what a biblical self-esteem is, findingwe have value. But we are sinners, de-

it probably easier to say what it is notpraved and bent on evil (Romans 3). Our
in the context of secular self-esteemnature as sinners separates us from God.
Could you possibly help me in pro-If we embrace the atoning sacrifice of
rs viding a concise description/definition ofJesus on our behalf, we become new
what biblical self-esteem is, so that | cagreatures in Christ and are covered with
attempt to relate it to the relationship thalfis righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:17,21).
Alcom | have found? As such, a correct self-esteem for the
& byRa'dy J Intrinsic relationship and self-esteenfChristian means seeing ourselves as we
K / certainly appear to go beyond a secul&@te, forgiven and made holy by the merit
Dear Mr. Alcorn self-esteem, but I can't find the right wayof Christ.
| am a third ’year undergraduate Jo relate it to a biblical self-esteem. This is in stark contrast to much of
Staffordshire University, England, com- | am becoming ever more confusedhe s_elf-esteem movement WhICh. em-
leti di i Y, i g | t" mild my writing and would very much ap-phasizes our own supposed merit and
pleting a dissertation on the refations SBreuate your help. worth apart from God. What makes
between religious orientation and self-es- Diane God's grace amazing is our unworthi-

teem. . . o ness, and if we underestimate that un-
I have_fOL_md_a positive relationshipDiane, worthiness, we undermine the grace
between intrinsic religiosity and self- | think the proper self-esteem isyf God on our behalf. It's not about us

esteem, which | feel might be similarstated in Romans 12:3: “Do not think ofiys apout Christ. Everything that exalts
to having a biblical self-esteem. Howyourself more highly than you ought, buthen tends to bring down Christ. Our
ever, now | have hit a problem. Derather think of yourself with sober judg-yorth is not only as a result of His work
spite reading several articles includingnent.” Sober judgment means accuratgs creation. but in particular, redemption.
yours (especiallyfwo Sources of Self-judgment. Correct self-image is seeing Hope that helps a little. Best wishes.
Esteem: Secular and Christipnl ourselves as God sees us. He created Randy Alcorn

- not mine. The one he gives me—if I'mdaughters, but | love different things
Will We Really Own an overcomer—uwill be mine, not yoursabout each.

: ; Is this ownership wrong or selfish? Of We are like unique instruments,
Thlngs In Heaven? course not. OwrFl)ershipgis never wronglayed by an orchestra of individual
when it's God distributing to us possesmusicians performing as one. We will

| recently read a Christian autho$ions he wants us to own. play together in a perfect unity, but
who categorically states people won’t _Heaven is not a socialist utopia _ireach_of us will play our own part in
own anything in heaven, which will as-Which private ownership is evil. Materi-bringing glory to God. We will all bring
sure our equality. alism, greed, envy, and seffishness asomething different, something singu-

But what about the different “dwell- Sins—ownership is not. lar and vital, to the concert of praise.
ing places” believers will have in heaven Our different personalities, rewardsPerhaps each of us will unique!y draw
(Luke 16:4,9)? What about the treasurd?0sitions and names in heaven not onBttention to one of Go_d’s a_ttrlbutes.
Christ commanded us to store up “fopPeak of our individuality, but of howAnd he will take delight in each
ourselves” in heaven (Matthew 6:20)#%0d, who loves us all, finds unique readniqueness, for he is not a God of
What about the different crowns and$ons to love us. | love my wife andsameness, but diversity.
rewards God will hand out according t i —
our works (2 Corinthians 5:10)? Wha The clearest expression of God’s loving character is revealed in
about the fact that we have an “inherit§  an event which happened on a low hill outside the city of Jerusa-
ance” that will be given us in heave lem some 2000 years ago. There, God allowed metal stakes to be
(Colossians 3:24)? Doesn't the word “in-| | pounded into His flesh, and was put to death on a crude Roman
heritance” mean something tangible that ' tortyre tool—a cross. On that day He bore the full force of evil
will be_II?ng tous? _ upon His shoulders, paying the price for every sinful choice ever
as y\(’)VL'”SY)Og; gg%‘?’sl ?]ita\slvﬁicgbgnd?teh( made in all of human history. The cross stands in stark contrast
white stone God promises 10 give to’ to any accusation against God’s loving character. It is impossible

to accuse God of being evil or unjust when one understands the

overcomers, with our new name written depth of pain and suffering He chose t dure b f
on it, a name no one else will know (Rev epth ot p Y 0 endure because of our

elation 2:17)? Will you and | have equaj S Adapted by Bob Maddox, Pastor
possession of those stones or nam Good Shepherd Community Church, Boring, OR

No. The one God gives you will be yourSes ——egmm

D
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" ) " « mind their own business—quiet people in ordinary places do-
Amerlca S ng ht to Pray ing an extraordinary thing: expressing their resistance to a
g . Supreme Court that has gone too far.
ReS|St|ng UnJUSt JUdgeS They flinched when prayer was taken from the class-
room, and they swallowed hard when the Bible was expelled.
by Chuck Colson But when the Court demonstrated such clear hostility to reli-

There’s a poignant scene in the movie, Casablanca, wHigf this year, they said no. And they prayed.
the Nazis occupied North Africa. At one tense moment as a1 N€ usual media crowd accused them of trying to force
group of German officers begin singing their national antheff€ir values on others. But more surprising was the number of
something snaps in the crowd of Frenchmen. In spontanéBgQ'prome Christians who criticized them. One Chr!stlan writer
defiance, they begin singing “La Marseillaise.” said prayer has no place in public, and used Christ’s admoni-
Even facing armed tyrants, the people wouldn't give iflOn t0 pray in private as hl's defense. _ o
| thought about this dramatic scene recently as | read how He's missed the point! It's not that America will fail if
thousands of football fans across the country are reacting tdfify/er is outlawed at football games. It won't. But America
Supreme Court's ban on student-led prayer at football gamg_%‘?St assuredl_y will fail if the courts continue their unconstitu-
What has happened? Spontaneous prayer has brokeH i@l usurpation of power. o
all over America—something | advocated in a late June com- !SSues like the role of religion in public life are supposed
mentary onBreakPoint to be debated and decided by a Congress that represents the
In Hattiesburg, Mississippi, a few students held hands in BgPP!e- But the justices have cast Congress aside like an old
bleachers, and they began the Lord's Prayer. But by the fi#f specifically declaring themselve_s the uItlmat1e lawmakers.
they got to “deliver Us from evil,” 4,500 people had joined them, SOome would even say that Christians aren’t supposed to
In Hendersonville, North Carolina, a Presbyterian past$p!™y about such things. Well, tell that to the apostle Paul,
led prayer before a football game; the crowd joined in. Y{1° insisted on his rights as a Roman citizen and forced the
Searcy, Arkansas, the school board voted to let a ChristRgnan government to honor them. o
group hold prayer vigils around a stadium flagpole. _ With all due respect, we are under no obligation to stand by
In some cities, radio stations have allowed ministersSitgntly as our Constitution is violated by a power-hungry Court.
pray, and football fans joined in by portable radio. And boldes ThiS €xperiment in self-government was established to
of all, the Lexington, South Carolina school board reaffirmgd€ With the consent of the governed. And the governed—
a pre-game prayer policy, and a student led the crowdn§uding Christians—have a duty to respond in an appropri-
prayer—in direct defiance of the Supreme Court ruling. at€ and peaceful way whenever institutions hostile to our re-
Like the scene in Casablanca, the moral convictions/igious freedom step over the line.
the people refused to be broken. Unlike the movie, howeyeriginally presented ofBreakPoint with Chuck Colsqh9/21/00, Copy-
these are real people who pay their taxes, obey the laws,rightic) 2000 Prison Fellowship Ministries. Reprinted with permission.)

School Principal Addressese=e =
“This appears to be at best incon-

Prayer at FOOtba” Game sistent, and at worst diabolical. Appar-

ently, we are to be tolerant of everything

This statement was read over the PA system at a football game at Roane fé[nyone except God and His Com-

High School, Kingston, Tennessee, by school Principal Jody McLoud \@QRdments. Nevertheless, as a school
September 1, 2000. principal, | frequently ask staff and stu-
“It has always been the custom dended, that's OK. | can even use thidents to abide by rules with which they
Roane County High School footbalpublic facility to present the merits ofdo not necessarily agree. For me to do
games to say a prayer and play the Nkiling an unborn baby as a viable meanstherwise would be at best, inconsistent
tional Anthem to honor God and Counef birth control. If someone is offendedand at worst, hypocritical. | suffer from
try. Due to a recent ruling by the Suno problem. | can designate a school dakat affliction enough unintentionally. |
preme Court, | am told that saying as earth day and involve students in acertainly do not need to add an inten-
prayer is a violation of Federal Casgvities to religiously worship and praisetional transgression. For this reason, |
Law. the goddess Mother Earth, and call ghall, “Render unto Caesar that which is
“As | understand the law at this timegcology. | can use literature, videos an@aesar’s,” and refrain from praying at
| can use this public facility to approvepresentations in the classroom that déais time. However, if you feel inspired
of sexual perversion and call it an altepict people with strong, traditional, Christo honor, praise and thank God, and ask
nate lifestyle, and if someone is offendedian convictions as simple-minded and igHim in the name of Jesus to bless this
that’'s OK. | can use it to condone sexuaorant and call it enlightenment. How-event, please feel free to do so. As far
promiscuity by dispensing condoms anever, if anyone uses this facility to honoas | know, that's not against the law—
calling it safe sex. If someone is ofGod and ask Him to bless this event witget.”
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A. W. Tozer Speaks on Evangelism . .

Modern Salesmanship Man-centered Christianity

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if theyyours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory,
had been of us, they would have continued with us; buthe victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and
they went out that they might be made manifest, that nona earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You
of them were of us. (1 John 2:19) are exalted as head over all. (2 Chronicles 29:11)

In our eagerness to make converts | am afraid we have Christianity today is man-centered, not God-centered.
lately been guilty of using the technique of modern sales-God is made to wait patiently, even respectfully, on the whims
manship, which is of course to present only the desirablef men. The image of God currently popular is that of a
gualities in a product and ignore the rest. We go to men andistracted Father, struggling in heartbroken desperation to
offer them a cozy home on the sunny side of the brae. get people to accept a Saviour of whom they
If they will but accept Christ He will give them feel no need and in whom they have
peace of mind, solve their problems, very little interest. To persuade
prosper their business, protect their these self-sufficient souls to
families and keep them happy all respond to His generous

day long. They believe us and - . offers God will do al-
come, and the first cold wind F most anything, even
-y

sends them shivering to some using salesmanship
counselor to find out what has “ methods and talking
gone wrong; and that is the last down to them in the
we hear of many of them.... “ chummiest way imag-
By offering our hearers a inable. This view of
sweetness-and-light gospel and things is, of course, a kind
promising every taker a place on the of religious romanticism
sunny side of the brae, we not only cru- which, while it often uses flat-
elly deceive them, we guarantee also a high tering and sometimes embarrass-
casualty rate among the converts won on such ing terms in praise of God, manages
terms. On certain foreign fields the expression “rice Chris-nevertheless to make man the star of the show.
tians” has been coined to describe those who adopt Chris- i .
tianity for profit. The experienced missionary knows that the (Man: The Dwelling Place of Godh. W. Tozer, 27)
convert that must pay a heavy price for his faith in Chris
the one that will persevere to the end. He begins with fhe
wind in his face, and should the storm grow in strength
will not turn back for he has been conditioned to endure .
By playing down the cost of discipleship we are prod

ing rice Christians by the tens of thousands right here on
North American continent.

(That Incredible ChristianA. W. Tozer, 116-117)
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