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We fix our eyes not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen..

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER < SUMMER 2001

Bil ad Sffering

by Randy A corn

The Roblemof Suffering

v ked through the Klilling Heds in
Grida | sawtheskdlspleduw, ad
stood by the nudpits where hundreds
of bod es verethrom. | sawa hunan j aw
bore lyinga ny fed. | pdedit yp Hdit
in ny hand, and
vept. The darkness
was overwhel m
i ng—the ground

and swng ng themirnto the tree to snash
thar heas.

"Il never forget or visit to Yad
\Veshi m the Hl ocaust nenari a in Jerusa:
lem wich toneis even nore ponerful
than the Hil ocaust nenaria in Veshi ng-
ton, O though | recommend thet one too.
M newy re
| eased novel,
Safely tbone, is
se in Ging ad

cried ot a the has a subpl ot
tragedy in which about the perse-
tw to three ml - cuiond Cinese
lion Gantodi ans, Crigians.

nerly onethird of In Arica
the country's chldenaedying
popul ation, were o ADSad star-
nur dered by Pol 11 ﬂ vaion. Nt long
Rot and the Khner WL l,t‘,",mui ago, one of our
Fbug']s. ith VekHuong Taing in front of a mass grave of 450 ChICHS. MSS| o
dgt c?frg’s, \INvt%B victims in Cambodia (picture taken by Randy Alcorn) ?ré rfa}[rwés-syeg’l-

escorted by a gentl e Gantodi an coupl e,
\ek and Sanmoeun Tai ng, who survived
the Killing Felds. Sanpeun's parents
bath starved to desth Qe o her brath
ers vas known dead, another brother was
never seen or heard from Resunabl y he
vas nurdered and thrown i nto one of the
thousands of unnarked graves, nany of
them contai ning hundreds of bodies
eech

\&K s brather and si ster-inl awand si x
chldendl prisredinths hdccast. W
stood together a atree viere Kiner Rouge
sddesklleddildenbyhddmgthar fed

dddom far his nap. He never voke up.
Little Hi ded Their lives cane to a
screeching helt. They live each day wth
thstaridelss

M nomand ny best friend from
childhood bath ded of cancer.

| vatched ny father die and have been
there as famlies have been devastated by
tragedes. vy aml tdlingyauth's sad
nevs? Becase | vart to address wet is
perhaps the nost comon ar gunent
apirst rdigoningrerd adthe Qris
tianfathinpaticd ar—the prad end suf-
faingadeil.
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Bil ad Sffering as an
Argunent Agai nst God

Telgcgeslikeths:

* TheeemayberoGda dl.

* TheenaybeaGdwoisdl good

* Thereny beaGdwoisal
porerfu .

* B thae camax bea@dwWois
dl gpodadd| poerfu, becase
such a Gd cod d nat dlowsuch
eil adaffairgasveseinths
varld

My years ago | read Rabbi Hrd d
Kushner’s New York Ti nes best-sd | er,
Wien Bad Things Happen to God
RPeople . He concluded Gd is al good
bu na dl poverfd. Ketmer said “It's
too dfficdt even far @Gd to kep cru
dty ad checs fromdamng ther in
nocert victing.”

Inother words, Gxd wns sone and
heloses soe Bt hEs just Mt stramg
eough to stop evil. By atempting to
sove a problem Kushner conmits a
heresy. THsis mt the pcue d Gd
potrayed inthe Be

There are o eassy asvers to this
sobering question. Bt here are sone
per specti ves to consi dr as you westle
vithit.

1 The BHe itsdf rases this
question It never backs anay

framit.

The prdd emd suffering and evil
is raised in Hibakkuk, Jeremnah, Jab,
and nany of the Psa ns.

@Gd does not condenm peopl e for
asking such questions. For instance,
Jeremah 121 says, “You are awvays
rigteoss, OLorp, Wen | bring a case
before you. Yet | woul d spesk wth you
about your justice Wiy does the vay
of the wcked prosper?’
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The Psa ns ask questions
like, “Vidy, O Lorp, do you
stand far off? Wy do you hide
yousdf in tines of troude?
Wy are the heavens silent
wen | ask for hel p? Wy do
the good suffer? Wiy do the
evil prosper?

Awaore Wo tries to g ass
over o mninze the prodem
of evil doesnt get it. I've
v ked through the stregts o
Grbege Mllage in Giro, ad
pdaces d ged povety in A-
rica, Ging, Gnod g, ad the
forner Sviet Lhion. Like nany read
as, I'vebeenwthsufeingpeode The
BHedoesit uderestinatiethe seri aus-
ness o sufering ad evil ad rather
shou d ve.

2 TheBHeatribuestheai-
gnao huanevil to peode ex-
edsing ther free wil; wen

they choose to disobey Qd s
staderds, it brings sufering

@d sad “Youcanea thefrut o
eaydhe tres bu if youest framthis
ae yuwll sudyde (@Gn 21617).
“The vages of sin is death’ (Ronans
623. W aefreetodomse bu thee
wll be severe cansequarces i f ve choose
to dsay. Adamand Bre chose that
peh \een they dd then evil, desth
ad sufeing kicked in

The Bble teaches that the vid e
earth was under nan's domni on and
cae adthat na olynan bu ainals
ad dl cetion sUfaal the efeds o
hunan sin. “The crestion vats in eager
eqpectaion far the sos o Gd to be
reved ed For the cregti on vies sug ected
tofrustraioninhogetha the cregtion
itsdf wil beliberated framits bodege
to decay ad bragt into the gaios

Shelf of skulls, the Killing Fields, Cambodia

freedomdf the children o Gd V& know
that the ide areation hes been goen
igasintreprsd dildirthrigt yto
the presat ting’ (Ronars 819-22).

Thus, one of hunan sin's conse-
gqevsisadsodred oreaion indud
ing wd dssstes. Bi the gedest
traged es o histary, whi ch have cased
the nost sUffering ae mt reud d-
sasters, bu vars ad persecuios ad
nurders conducted by sinful  hunan be-
ins (Jeswrs kit dear thet ths doss
ra neenthet each personi s suferingis
detotha porsaissn[Jdn91-3.)

FRogdeaeqicktolaythedae far
thsa Gdsfet. They pant topotias
d treBdethat ek d taridethros
Bt thereismchthe B erecads thet it
doesn't edorse. Ad vhen Gd orders
mlitay agyesson aeirst a paticda
pedegap veshoddtakead oser ok
a thegapadthar caceasinfluace
onsuroud g retias. W nay still nat
uderstad, bu & lesst vE Il hae anare
awrdepdued wet ves & stake

&d condenms the hunan choi ces
that have brogt the gest mgaity o
suffering. Mn blane God. Bt God
d anes nen Jesus | ooked a the suffer-
ing o Jerwsdem ad vet over it. He
logs far pegdetoliveby his stavbrcs.
If vedd threvadd nat be evil ad
sffeing
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3. Toargue that God shou d
nat permit evil ar sufferingis

toa gue agai nst hunan bei ngs
havi ng free chai ce

Is nord fresdomgood? Is it rigt
thet ve have the aility to choose far
arsdves? O vaud it be better if hu
nan bel ngs were cha cd ess, nechani s-
tic robats wo d d good because ve hed
no aher choi ce?

Wen we question Gd, v re ex-
ercising the sane freedomaf chace as
wen ve choose good o evil. Wre
havi ng thi s d scussi on onl'y because Gd
hes crested us wth a freedomto nake
choi ces and have or om vi ewpai it s.

Wthout this fresdomto nake nean
infu chaces, ve wudit be hunan
Wit does freedomnean? Util we are
trasfaned by Grist inthe resuretian
doesrit it rnecessarily indve the cgoec-
itytodomseail?@ carse You cara
have true freedomd dace if you can
aly choose good bt mat evil.

Adwet if evil ves stripped of dl
its conseguences, so yau coud d choose
evil bu it veddit bringay suffering?
I, thenit voddit beevil aynare
becase el ad sufering are imsepa
rade just as good is insgperdd e fram
the desirad e comseguences it proouces.
Srip evil o its cosegences, ad ve
vaddit be exadsing red duoces. It
vou d oy be a facade.

The freedomto choose is sacred in
thssodeay. lsit it iraictodae Gd
for gving us the very freedomve so

hdly prize?

4. The things ve consider the
gedtest virtues vodd nat be

knom in awvworld wthout evil
ad suffering

Hreésadot lid o dsirddeqdi-
ties: conpession, nercy, hera sm cour-
ap jwice srifice
Think about it. @udthere be...
(onpessi on wthout suffering?
Mycy wthout need?

Hra smwthout adesparaedigt?
Qurage wthout danger ?
Justicewthout irjusti ce?
Scrificewthou acope ling
amefait?
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Wich gea virtues cadd be seen
inawrldwthou sufering a evl?
Drit nost if mt dl o thegedest vir-
tuess cone into day in respase to evl
ad suffering?

Thirk o your favorite books ad
nwies. Take Gadaa, Sving Rivae
Ran Shimde’'s List, ¢ Amstad. @
tde fidin like Sa Vs 0 Lad o
the Rrgs. The virtues and canaraderie
thet irgdrewsinthese staies cadd
eds wthat edl a sufeimng

If you cou d snep your fingers ad
renove d| evil ad suffering thet hes
ever happened, woul d you? If you did,
there could be no Hlen Keller,
Federick Douglas, Syourner Truth,
Abraham Lincol n, Harriet Tubnan,
Qsan B Atthony, Gxrie ten Boom
or WIliamWIberforce (wo abadl -
ished By ad s sl ave trade).

V& nust not ninimze suffering.
Bt ve nost dso admt that ve praise
the virtues that have emarged framsuf -
fering. In so dong ve nake an unspo-
ken admssion, that good can cone out
a sffairg

Isit it lgcdly imos stet to sy
the virtues thet energe aut o coteds
o sufering ae good then turn aroud
and say there s no vay a good Gad cod d
dlovevil ad sufering?

5 Suot-teemevil ad suffer-
i ng soneti nes acconpl i sh | ong-

t ermgood.

The Bble shovs Gd using evil
deeds faor hi's good purposes, deeds done
through the wlling actioss o nard
aedues.

For instance, Josedh s brathers sd d
hmino daeay. It ves ataride ail,
and Gd held themaccountable. But
nany years later Joseph rose to pover
in By, ad uder his gudace they
stared W huge anauts o ganto sur-
vive a ged fanre Gtizeas o lsrad
ad aher ratios cae to Eypt to gt
gan Josgh sadto his brahers wo
sdd hminto slaey, “Youinedadit
for evil, bu Gdintendedit for good—
to save nary lives.” (@&esis 50.2).

&d can and does use hunan acts
o evil-and the suffering that cones
out o themmfor other peod € s good
Pau says “vergace inar sufe i,
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because ve knowthet suffering produces
perseverace, perseveraxe charecter;
ad cheracter, hope’ (Rnars 5.3 4).

Atea dl his years in the Giag,
S zZhentsyn wae “It ves aly wen |
lay there an rating prison stravthet |
sasd Wwthnmpsdf thefirgt girrirngs o
good. B ess yau, prison, for havi ng been
inny life” Hlocasst suvivar Mca
Fald ddit daify sufeing bt hedd
ek d dfintegudthe caeat o it.

Qe dfect d suferingis to daw
peopetoGd 2CGr. 189 says veen
dre sufering “in ader thet ve shadd
not trust inoursdves bu in Gd wo
rases the ded”

The British preacher (harles
Sourgeon suffered froma very panfu
dsese Hesad “If | ddmt bdiee
ny di sease cane fromthe hand of G,
| vaudbeindespar.” THsisvaydf-
ferent then R Kushrer who tries to
cosde hingdf and his readers by be
lieing Gd lacks the poner to prevent
ar sufeaimg Infad, thaeislittlecan
fot ina Gd wo lacks the pover to
cotrd things! There is far nare com
fort ina@dwo pernits suffering ad
cnweit fa ar good tofufill aso-

erei gn purpose

6 Qr norad djectionto evl
ad sUferingis itsdf an ags

nent for a good God.

This nay sound contradictory, but
thirk dout it. Qly by gpeding to a
standerd of gooohess thet’ s autsi de our-
sdves canve dtermre thet avil isevl
and there is sonething fundanenta |y
waong wth suffering

Fowcod d nord evil evdve aut of
lifdess natter? Genncd s nixi ng ad
nal ecd es bang ng agai nst each ather
canat accout for good ad evil. Nr
can they accout far the profound hu
nan avareness of good and evil .

Mahast naysay evil proeesthere
ismo Gd Bt fdlovthistoitslajcd
cocddusion Wthout Gdthereis noref-
gecepon for gopodadevil. Vo can
codenm neture for evil? Nture i s wet
reture is. Ad ve shoud have no ca
pecity to bresk ausice the systemad
eduweit if ve aeredly the podt
d Hided uionrahe thenintdligat
desion
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O vt besiscanvecdl oethng
good ad axther eil? If there is o
Gd, then “good” ad “evil” are nath
ing nore than suyjective fedings re
flecting wet ar cdtue hes tagt us
to ggroe o dsgproe Bil is mh
ing nore than wietever | hgppen to op
pose o dislike Sppose you dject to
morder, but | thirkit’s fine You thirk
rgeiseil adsmeoedsethinsit’'s
okay. Apart fromsone externd djec-
tivenord standard ve re just exchang
inggpnos. W is yor cpnon o
nmre nore valid then Addf Htler's o
Jeffrey Dahner’ s?

Podewo damtobe nrd rda
tivists say theees mo suich thimg as a
noral absol ute-but they can't live
wthinthar om system Ask them “If
| vereto beat you over the heed wth a
besed | bet, rgpe your sister, kidgp
your child, o burn dowm your house,
do you thirk thet vou d be asdudy
wong? O course+ ve admt it, we
dbbdieeinnrd dsdues. At vwho
a we is behind those stadlarads? The
asver is a good Gd wo hes witten
his stadards o goodness an o hearts.

If thereis o G&d thereis no such
thingas dyective evil. Wit ve vou d
cdl evl ismerdy pgecting ar su>
jective fedings ato everts. Bt that
doesnit sdisfy ar imstinctive adrage
o evl adsufering

The very fact thet ve recogi ze evil
addjed toit, is eidace thet a Gd
o goodess hes datedinus the mtion
o goodess. W are using @d's omn
standards of good as an argunent
agmt im N questionto sone of ny
ahes friads is, “If theeis o Gd

Wy are you so angy & hin?

7 If ywagetha eil isei-
dence thereis no Gd, you nost

asoadmt thet goodis evi dence
thereis a Gd

You can't have it both vays. You
cait agefa thereggiond athng a
good Gd, by the edstece  evil i+
lessywdsoagefa threthmgitsdf, a
good Gd, by the edstence o good |If
not for a good Gd, were wou d good
ness cone fron?

Isthreaythmgintredirdedu
tioey paess d auvivd d the fit ted
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thet voud cutivate kindness ad put-
ting ather peopl e first? Hownuch good
shoudve exqect toseeinasdf-gerer-
aed vorld? None. VB should only see
ruhessness ad the wil to suvive &
everyore el se's expense. V& do see
dety d thet, of corse hu vedsosee
ki ndness, conpession, sacrifice, and
love. 1I"mconinced thet wthout a good
G&d, W0 cregtes in s an goreci aian
of virtue and enpovers people to do
good, ve voul d see none of those.

8 Q@ udbastadngis limted
If thereisandl-knowng Gd it
shoudit surprise us that he

mgt have purposes in suffering
whi ch we cannot conpr ehend.

Isaiah 558 says, “For ny thougts
aemt yor thogts, rather ae yar
vays ny vays,” declares the Lorp. “A
the heavers are higer then the earth,
so are ny vays higher than your vays
and ny thoughts than your thoughts.”

How nuch do you know? Let’ s say
yau re the snartest person wo's ever
lived adthet you know. 1% dl there
istokowvinthreurivese Isit psside
thet inthe 9 %6d dl theat you doit
know there is enough good in the uni-
vasetoatvaghtheevl ?lsit psside
thet inthe 9 Qoyou don't know there
existsagood Gd ad eenaraiod
expl anat i o+ you were snart enough
to understand it-ef wy a good Gd
vaud permt suffering? Is it posside
thet theevil, bedasiit is, hes been usd
to acconpl i sh good pur poses?

B beentoafodbd| gae a hef
tine wen the band forns vords or pic-
tuesinthe mdde o the fidd? They
lok geat framyp in the stads. Bi
have you ever been on the si dd i nes wen
the bad farng its synid s? You can't
see them Vit the band s dang gpears
panless, caftusing gyereatly neen g
less. Wseelifefranthesddines @d
sesit frardoe inthegadstats. The
Beinites s tovdk ypinthe stats
ad @ abdte prgative

Inny novedl Ebe o Benty, dte
sed g nary evets o thislifethd ae
terribe sonething hggoas to the main
caatter, Nk Segae toadthe et

Avast faric strached aross the
sky. Beadng back ny head | saw on
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thefaric coutless usigtly | ups ad
ks, likethds raghyarnwth frayed
Krirng

Soen'y, Mrcus besice ne, | vas
yanked up into the sky and pull ed
thrathahdeinthe catea o the fab
ric. Mwl vas anthe ahe side the
tqosice | | ooked dom ard sawa bear
tifu vark o at, like redgant o
aassstitding anagificat tgestry.
The yarn ad t hreads had been perfect!y
kntted taggther in dabrae design by
the tadk of anaster craftsnan | saw
inthe center of the tapestry the
Wodsnan aatrea | sawhowva sase
less nor i, hsays vas at o e
trad, ves the catgpee d agaias
oesign Srraudirgit | savate trag
ed es, absurd and i nconprehensi bl e
evarts that nowhad cl ear neani ng ad
purpose.

“It’s sturing” | sad to Mras.
‘Bfae | sawaly the udersice the
wy kas ad fras | nver savthe
ossign the beaty.”

“No vionaer,” Mrcus said “Util
now you have a vays |ived onthe wayg
S d thetgestry.”

Afewyears ago a wonan cane to
ny wfe and ne. She vas dying of can
cer. (he day she seened perfectly
hedthy, the redt she ves gag in far
chenot herapy. She wondered wiy, if
there ves aloving Gd, he hed et her
lifefdl gat likeths

MW wfe Nanci used an ana ogy.
Inag ne a three year-d d-boy hes svd -
loned pason The father cdls pason
cotrd ad they say, “You have to gt
himto the hospitd, ad wetever yau
d drit le¢ imfdl adeqp If kefdls
adep REll de” It'sacddvirnte rigt
adthelo/sinhs pgaws. Hs fahe
ruishes imto the car. HEs sitting be
scehminthe frat set. Cdrdlis dl
the wndovws domn. Hs son shivers in
theadd Theboy/s heed startsto drop
Hs faher reaches over ad slgos imin
the face The oy cries. Hs head starts
tond aggin Thefather slgos hmagain
adagn dl thevey tothe hosptd.

Gn the child uxerstad wy h's
fahe is dgpm hs fae? @ corse
mt. s aly three years dd Hs fa
ther, thraugh tears, says “l love you,
sm” Bt if thsisloe theboy doesit
vat ay nare o it.
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Ben though the cild isnit ade to
udkrstaw the fahe is atinginhs
best inerests. \Wet the fathe is darg
isgod It gperstobeau o linewth
wet the child knoss doout his |oving
faher. Bt wet the child thirks d &
caudty is adud |y kindess. His fahe
isdamgwet ishbest fo hm

Isit psside tht Gd is showrg
hsloweinthe mdst d huan sufer-
ing adliketlreeyer-ddchildren ve
sonetines don't understand? (By the
vay, during her illness, o fried cae
tofathinQrig, adasut tirelae
ded | lok faovadtosedng her again
in heaven)

The God of the Bible faced both
evil and suffering head on. He took
it all on himself in an astounding
act of redemption. Both the incar-
nation and redemption of Christ
silence the argument of a deistic
God who keeps his distance from
suffering.

Because ve lack omiscience, hdi-
ress, jwticeadloe veaeundi fial
to pronounce j udgnent on God. After
Job has questioned Gxd about why he
hes a | oved hi mt o undergo suffering,
wretddin Job 38 “Then the LorD
ansvered Job out of the storm H
said “Wo is this that darkens ny
counsel wth words wthout know -
edge? Bace yousd f likeanar | wll
question you, and you shall ansver
ne. Viere were you vhen | laid the
earth's foundation? Tell ne, if you
understand. Vo narked off its di-
nensi ons? urely you know ”

@d asks Jab question ater ques-
tion thet Jdb is too youg ad pury to
begin to understand. Then he says,
“Have the gates of death been shom to
you? Have you seen the gates of the
shadow of death? Have you conpre-
hended the vast exparses o the earth?
Tdl me if you kowdl this. Then he
adk ahbt o sarcasm H says, “Srdy
you know for you were dready born!
You have |ived so nany years!”

Dd you catch Gd s sarcasn? We
have lived so fewyears. Red the | ast
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five chgpters o Jdo Then ask yoursd f
if you knowenough to put Gad befare
your judgnent seat rather than stad
bHfaehs

9. Gud denonstrates great com

pessi on for peod e wo suffer.

In Exods 3 wen Israd ves suf-
faing vdretdd

The Lorp said, “I have indeed seen
the msery of ny peop e in Egypt.
| have heard themcrying out be
case o ther slae divers, ad |
amconcerned about their suffering
S | have cone down to rescue
themfromthe hand of the Egyp-
tias ad to bring themup aut of
that land into a good and spaci aus
lad, aland flowng wth mlk and
horey. The cry of the Isradites hes
reached ne, and | have seen the
vay the Egyptians are oppressing
them SO now go. | amsend ng you
to Fharaoh to bring ny people the
Isredites o o Eypt.”

Wen Paul, who was then called
Saul, was killing and inprisoning
CQristians, Jesus gopeared to himon
the road to Danascus. He asked him
an anazi ng question: “Saul, Sau, wy
are you persecuting ne?’ V& nght
have expected hmto say, “Wy are
you persecuting ny peopl €7 Wiat he
sad shows that Gd takes it persont
dly wen his peode suffer. Ad, in
vays ve do not understand, Gd hi m
sdf sufers dag wth them

Sonetines Gd i ntervenes by taking
angy the sifering Qten he inervernes
by neeting peod e and comiarting them
inthar sUfering Snatines he hdds
ther hands in deeth to bring themhone
tothe parfect varld he s nace far them

| have been wth nany suffering
people, in CGhina, CGanbodia, Egypt,
Kenya, Hngary, Russia, the Wkraing,
Midavia ad herein Qegontoo. |I've
heard their staries. | sawny namde
o cave. | ves wthny best fried fram
chil dhood vhen he died of cancer.
Aong wth ny wfe and daughters and
brather, | vas wth ny ded ween he d ed
| eantd| youframeqeriecethat if you
tun to Qrist ad accegt his comat,
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he wil ke there fa you in the tine of
suffering Hewll hodyour hand and
theday ywwde hell take yauinothe
newwrld, and wpe anay yor tears.

Qrid is so dtative to the sufer-
igd hs pdethd hsreaunto es
tadish the newverld wil be pronpted
by the deth o the last nartyr:

[The nartyrs] cdledad inalad
voice, ‘Hwlong, Sovereign Lord,
hdy adtrug util yaujudethein
hebitats o the erth ad avege o
bl ood? Then each of themvas gi ven
awite rde ad they vere tdd to
vat alittle lage, util the nunber
d thar fdlovsarvats ad brahers
woveretobekilled as they hed been
vas conpl eted (Rev. 6:10-11).

God doesn't a vays do wat we ask
hmto nor does he do it imed ady,
ven ve vant himto. But countless
mllions of peodl e o are sufferi ng—
including persecuted Gristians in
China, Sudan, |ndonesia, and nany
mdd e eastern countri eshave atested
to Gd s care ad cofiart.

10. Jesus Qrist’s incametion
and redenption denonstrate
that God has never d shed out

any suffering H hasn't taken
on hinsd f.

In the incarnetion, Gd becane a
nan. Jomn 1 14 says, “The Vrd becane
fleshaddt anang us.” Inthe redenp
tion, the oly siness nan wo ever
livedJdesus Qrist, the Gd nantook
ynhnedf dl thesrsadeil adsf-
faing d thevarld (2 Grirthias 521).
H undervert an eeanity o sufering
inatine spn o six hors nthe aress.
H vesn't forced to do this. He chose
tg asthe dtimte ad o loe fa nan
K rd

Base o o sins ve are headed
torrd en ety inhdl, were @dis
nt. Bease o hisredemtion he dfers
s an ety inheaven were Gdis.

InFilipias 2 the Bdetdls s
Jesus vias Gd, but “nade Hnsel f nothr
ing” Hecamdomtoliveinaur verld,
to suffer or vesknesses, to face ar
tenptati ons and sufferi ngs. @Gd becane
asavat tous. H caetosek adto
saethelot, eentothepan o deth
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Wy ddhe dothis for us? Becase he
loves us. He sawour suffering ad had
conpassi on on us. He vated to dd i ver
s framthe evil thet eslaed Ls.

John 3:16-19 says, “For Gd so
lovedtheverldthat he gave his one ad
aly Sn, that wioever bdieves inhim
sHl ot prishht haeeerd life Fr
@dddnmt sedhis Sninotheverld
to codenm the varld, but to save the
vorld through him Vkoever bdlieves
inhmis not condenmed, but whoever
does nat bdieve stands condenmed d -
ready becase hehes mt bdievedinthe
nane of G&d s ane and oy Sn.”

The B e says wen CQrist was in
the garden befare he vt to the oress,
“being in angui sh, he prayed nare ear-
restly, ad his sveet vs like dgs o
blood falling to the ground” (Luke
2. 40). The stress upon himeven be-
foe he vias crucified vies so get thet
it ves lresking hi's Hood vessd s.

Heddit havetode onthe aress.
He chose to. Jesus said a any nanant
he cald have cdled tvdve legas o
axds to ddiver hmfromhs cgaas
(Mtthew26.:53). That’'s 72,000 angd s.
Bt heddit chosetobeddivered H
deetodefa ar srsimnstead

The@Gd o theBhefacedbahevil
ad sufferimg heed on Hetakit dl an
hnsdf inanastound ng act o redenp-
tion Bth the incarneti on and redenp-
tiond Qrist silecethe agrat o a
Odi stic God wo kegps hi's d stance from
sffeim

Thirk about this: if Gd can bring
the singe geaest good in huan his-
tory, the redenption of narkind, aut of
thesinge nest horrild e evert in hunan
hsay, the cwifixian o Crig, then
Hsamaster & turingeil oits heed
ad lringng about good If he can wse
theail adhorasd his omauwifix
ionfar good can he wse ather sUffering

for good?

11. God promases he wll nake
a brand new world, a new

heaven and new earth, vhere
there wll be no nare suffering

“Ad | heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, ‘Nowthe dwel ling
o Qdis wthnren adhe wll live
wth them They will be his peopl e
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and Gd hi msd f wll be wth themad
be thear Gd H wll wpe every ter
fromthar eyes. There wll be no naore
dgtho nounnga cayinga pan fa
theddader o thngs hes pessed avay.”
H w0 vas sested on the throme said,
“I amnaking everything new” Then
he sad, “Wite this dowm, for these
vards aetrustvarthy adtrue” Hesad
tone “It is dre | anthe Apha ad
the Oega, the Beg ming and the Bd.
Tohmwoisthrsty | wil gvetodirk
wthout cost fromthe spring o the v
ter o life (R aion 2 1-4).

@d dfesfird rdid fransufer-
ingfa dl viowll acogat his sufering
ntheaosssonthar badf. Ths prom
ise o an eernity wthout suffering
brings a wd e new d nension to suf-
fering Jests sad “Bessed are those
viho nourn, for they shd | be comiorted’
(Mtthew 5. 4).

Thsis vy Pl can say, “l cotr
Sdx that ar presat sufeing ae
vorth coperingwththed oy thet wll
be reved ed in us” (Fonars 8 18).

12. Those who enbrace the
Cristianfaith nost deeply and
passi onetely are nat those wo

live in comiart and ease, but
those o live in suffering

Today, the strongest Cristian
churches in the world are not in
Awmrica, but in places like Sudan,
Ghina, Egypt, and India. In Sudan
Gristians are severely persecut ed,
rgped, tortured, adsddirnto s avery.
Y&t they e avibrat fathinQrist.
Reople wo live in Grbage M| age,
inGiro, aepat o thelagest Qris
tian church in Egypt. Hindreds of
thousands of the poor in India are
tuning to GQrist. Vidy? Because the
caste systemand the fataismof Hn
dui sm have given themno answers.
They are turning to a persond Gxd
who | oves themand understands suf -
fering, because he has suffered nare
than anyore.

The prophet Habakkuk westled
wth the pddemd evil ad sufering
He findly sad “Though the fig tree
does nt bud ad there are no grgpes an
thevires, thaghthediveagpfalsad

PAGe 6

the fie ds produce no food, though there
aemsepinthe pmad o catlein
tregdls ye | wil rgdcoeinthe Lorp,
| wil bejofu in@ny Sviar. The
Sovereign Lorp is ny stremgth; he
nakes iy fedt likethefest o adeer, he
enables me to go on the heights”
(Habakkuk 3:17-19).

13 Those wo are nast criti-
cd o GQdfa dlowng suffer-

igwHEly dweylittletohdp
dleiaeit thensd ves.

W ask Gd, “Wily aren't you do-
ing nare to hel p the needy?’ Gd nmight
respod, “Look & dl the resorces I’ ve
pu intoyor hands, so no ae needs to
o hungy. Wit are you doing wth the
sduiastoverldsufeingtha I'veen
trusted you? Wy arerit  you doi ng nare
to hd p the needy?’

Ve cou d spend | ess on houses,
drive less expasive cars, sped | ess
noney on clathes and toys, addgvethe
noney tokespwd e villages dive Fo
the cost o wat sone of us spend on
Sabuck's coffee, we cou d feed vid e
famnlies. Bfare you cast stones & Gd
for not dang wiet you think he shau d
about hunan suffering, ask yourse f
wet you cod d be doi ng.

Wyisit far fa ustojule Gdfa
dlowng sufering, ven ve re dang so
littletodlaideit? Wak “If @Gdcan
help the poor, wy doesn't he?” Nybe
ve shadd ask, “If Gd hes gven us so
nuch to help the poor, wiy don't we?

Qonel usi on

Gxrie ten Boom fromthe depths
of a cocetration canp, wote “No
natter how deep our darkness, H is
g «ill.”

Sfferingis nany things, but inthe
adit is @sinitaionto ws to trust
hm and to look forverd to a place
were dl sufeaing will faee be re
pdaced by joy. Havenis that dace

Qr presat suferingis aremnder
that heaven, mat thisverld is oo hone
Qe v rethearewth o Lord, he wil
wpe angy o tears.

Tenve |l ok back & aur suffer-
ing wth neweyes. My Gd gve us a
dinpse novd wat ve wll see then
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Sraeg c Nssi ons ncerns

1 ADSIn Arica—Wrid Rdief says thet the ADS
prad emin Aricais “theverst crisis inhuan histay.” To
fuly neesure the devestation of A5 one sinply needs to
examne the nunhers:

* \Wilethe Back Beath of nedevd history clained
20mllionlives, ACSis eqpected to kill 40 mllion pegd e
inAricadaeinthe comng years. ‘Aready, 25 nllion A-
ricas have cotracted the virus.

* Whjwt 11 porcet o the varld s popd aion, A-
ricais honeto 7 percat o the vrld s ACS suferers.

* InMaw, oed everysixpegdeis estinated to be
living wth the HV virus.

* Teeaeld3mllionapasinArica pinaily as
aresut o thar parets ealy deah fronACS The US
Anessador to Zania, Cavid B Dunn, says that nare than
S5 percat o Zahia s childen are orphams.

* Rtiod thenunher of Aricas killed by ACS | ast
year to the nnbeer killed by varfare 191 (Surce Wrld
Hal th Qgani zation, Gneva)

2 The Gristian “ceter of gravity’ is no lager the
Vest.it is Arica, Asia, and South Amrica Ths shoud
mt be so thaghit isa supisng snce Qrigtiaity hes
sddom if ever, remained hedthy ad vigorauss wthin rich
domnant soci eties. The Nrth Anerican conponent of the
dadd Qristian mssiaery face is a stead |y dnmnishing
proportion of the wd e

3. Sne 4,000 “unreached peopl e groups” today have
no viad e Qristian wtness, accord g to mssias saisi-
dan aid Brreat. M estinated L1556 hillionpeodeinthe
varl d have never heard the gospd .

4. Those wo wshaly togve
and not to go need to be reninded
that if al ninistry vere done by
Qristians of the sane ethnic
groups as their non-Christian
ne ghboars, the 4,000 socidingui stic
peopl e groups wthout any Qris-
tian wtness would remain
ureached forever.

5. The nuniber of peopl e born
inthe nonQristian vorld grovs
by 129,000 a day.

6. Bren the well-intenti oned
gver faces subtle dagers. Roger
Hd ud, a missionary wth B I+
tegiad in Mdas, Inda staes,
“Aoaricans are especidly vl ner-
ddetoan gped thet says, ‘Gve s yar ddlars, bu
yor sos ad dagters.’ If ve do that, mssioary vision
wll dewthnagraaion adthe dlas wll dso (et
tely) sq’”

7. Qly five percat o gadeting students in evadi-
cd sareries, Bhde cdleges, ad simlar irstitutias say
they pan to becone cross-cu tura massi onaries. The aher

% percet are plaming to mnister in North Avari ca—hi ch
ishometo5percat o theverld s peod e adthe nast eva
dizedinthe vrld

8 Forty percet of al Latin Awrican nissi oneries
return fromtheir assignents early and di scouraged be-
casedf alack o tranng alak d onfidd pestad suyp-
part, ad alack o finences.

9 460|agegs still enprtiond the Sripues.
Wdiffe Bde Trad aas etimtes thet if tradaion dfats
catine a& thar arret peoe it Wil tae aather 100 to 1590
yeastopoice soe Sripueineay lagegetha neeksit.
Acgicaingfadta, hoee, istha tvohilliond thepegde
inthe varld carat reed the |agege they speek, ad so lit-
eracy effarts nost be added to nany tramsl aion prg ects.

10. Trends today. Sort-termmissiasis adefinte vae
today fronthe Vist. The hope is that this tred wil have
long-termbenefit by sparking a life ong connnt nert to nis-
sions ad by wdening the pod. of inforned nissions sup-
porters. Anather nissi ons novenent today is the tentnaker
novenent, or “kingdomprofessional .” Restricted access
courtries require creative access gyrceches. Qe such ret-
work today i's Intet, anwark of 50 tertnaki ng agenci es.

11 The world's estinated 719 mllion Hndus have
| ong been dyj ects of nassi onery concern. Despite tvo hune
dedyears o Cristianadreschininda oly oe proat o
the cautry vadd cd | itsdf evardicd.

12 Saverd factars nake Gina the coutry to watch
Grret stas dout the nuier of bdievers in Gina codd
push the nuner doser to 200 nil lion rather then the previ-
ausly thought 200 ml lion (thet’s
dnast 20%0f the popd aion).
Arecet caference reved ed thet
inoeregonin Ginmit vas
known that 87,000 believers
veredssiringnedcd tranngin
order to take the gospd to
ureached Qinese tribes. They
aewlligtodefa thar fath
The Ghinese governnant is un
Oer extrene pressure to change
their position on persection to
be in league wth verld trade.
i na cou d host the 2008 Qym
pics, putting even nare pressure
onthemto changeits positionon
Cristianity. Vien you consi der
these everts ad factar in hunan
popu i on staistics, you cone up wth a staggeri ng though.
V& cod d see 10%0F al the pegd e wio have ever lived in
dl o huan histay saved in Gima dring or generaion

Geaed ax edted framvari aus mssias picaias, nevel eters,
and books by B & Janet Landry, ACTION nissionaries in the Flip-
pres. Ation Iintemaiod Mnistriess, ROBx 398 Mutlake Terrace
VWA 98043, Tel : 425 7754800 Fax: 425 7750634
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Favarite NvE' s (vith gdajes to Td stoy,
Lost cevsky, D ckens, Hmngvay, and S e nbeck)

1 The Qronicles of N\rnia (), C S Lews

2 The lard of the Rngs (3, J R R Tdkien

3 Rrdanra,C S lews (dosdy fdloved by the
aher tvointhe spece trilay, @t o the Sleat
ARaet ad That Hdeous Srength)

4 The Srger trilagy (idudrg The Song ad The

Arae) GivinNller

The Qlyssey ad The Iliad, Homer

The Adventures of Hickl eberry A m, Mrk Tuwain

Fobi nson Qusoe, Daiel Defoe

The npl ete Sherl ock Hl nes, Sr Athur Qren

Doyl e

The Srevtgoe Letters, C S lews

The Chosen, Chai m Fot ok

In Hs Seps, Garles S dn

Rxtius Rlae, Pal Mier

AWinkein Tine trilay, Mddeine L Egle

The Book of @d, vélter Véngerin

Ben Hir, Lew Vél | ace

Honor abl e nention: The Brth, Gne Evards; The
Mintle (rae |ae chaged to Bija) , Rbert Severs

00 ~N O O1

BERBSEBo©

.

(

The Arst Book | Fell in Love Mth: 32
dunByod the Sars, Nlton Lesser —juaile
sderefidin| read ss athrd gader ad reread soverd

tines in suosequant years, ot a great bodk by anyare s
standards, but as Lews said of Gorge McDond d s
Fhantastes, “it batized ny inag retion”

Suat fidion (ot saies das a pxery) :
Sverd short stories by Hamery OGmor; “Beyond
the Hrizon,” Hgere ONEII; Roatry, “OGod, |
Love Thee,” Raxis Xaia.

Nves | wshweeonny list but 1've

never finished them
Bverything by To stoy and Dost oevsky

Nvels theat are secretly onny list but |
vait admt it: The Htchhiker’s Gide to the
@l axy (ad seqds), Dougl as Adans

J
)

(Nrfiction, ater the B e

The Khowedge of the Hly, A W Tozer

Mre Qristiaity, C S Lews

Knowi ng @, J. |. roe

Desiring Gd, Jan R per

His Theeead Heis Nt Slet,
Faxd s Sheeffer

Lovi ng Gd, Ghuck @l son

Through Gites of Shlendor, BistethHliat

8 AlLog redience in the Sane Drection, Eugene
Rt erson

Your Gdis Too Sl , J B Rillis

10 Totued far Qrist, Gd's Sugg er, Foxes
Book of Mrtyrs (three books an the suffering church
that gealy inpacted ne nary years ago)

O~ WN P

~N O

©

2 teamnorfi cti on

Reace @yl d, on R chardson

The Brerl asting Min, G K Cesterton
Rircipes o Siritud Goah, Nies Satord
The Gil vary Rbad, Roy Hession

Bagraohy of Gorge Meeller (it recd! athr)
The Gwrch at the Bnd of the 20th Gntury,
Fraxis Sheeffer

Wereis Gd Wen it Hrts, milip Yancey

The Joy of Fearing G, Jary Bidges
Gleraion o Dsapine, Rererd Foster

@st of Dsapeship, Detrick Brhoeffer
Dsdde, Jun Grlos Otiz

K ngdons in @x¥lict, Guck @l son

N> Vander They GII Hmthe Savior, Max
\_ Lucado

BRRBBER BERBRER

J

“The Wligt of Gary,” C S Lews
“The Virld's Last Nght,” C S Lews
“Qr Uhclained Rches,” A W Tozer
“The At of True Wirship,” A W Tozer
“The Wirld to Gone,” A W Tozer
“Tyrany of the Ugent,” Robert Humel

. J

\“N] Heart, Qrist's Hone,” Fobert Boyd Minger.

(S’Ut norfiction (essas semos, boldes a‘c):\

J
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(Norfiction honorable nention: Teseare ) (Athors on a Desert Island 17 | rdtogpana)
books wich | wil likely never re-reed fbut which hed desert island and coud have oy 1) ny Bhe ad 2)
geat inpect vwen | reed them nainly becase a thet ay ad a| books witten by only seventeen nadern
particdar tine o life | reely neeced wet they athors and ten historicad athors, wose books v d |
ofered (I seethe providence of Gd in wet books He take vwith ne?
leads ne to & Wet tine) '
Let Justice RiI Do, in Rekirs 17 Mdern.auiﬂs. 10Atho_rs from
Bsic Qristiaity, m Sat 1 CS lews Qurch histay:
Bttle fa the BHe, Hrdd Lincsd 2 AW Tazer 1 Cerles Jurgeon
The G ass ad the Swtchhl ade, Davi d Wi ker son 3 RFads Shedfa 2 Jorat han Eovar ds
Rin, Baby, R, Ncky Guz 4 Jdm Rpe 3 Mrtin Luther
I\y_Umst for Hs Hghest , Gval d hanbers 5JRRTkien 4 Jdn clvin
Qnpetent to Qunsel , Jay Adans | Lcade .
The Gispel Accarding to Jesus, John MacArt hur g Ftl\?)l( 7. Thonas Aqui nes
The Life of an Anerican 9 ave, Frederi ck Do s | Yacey 8 Jom Bryan
Qren Wndows, Filip Yacey 10 Glvin Ml er 9 Base Red
Betvieen Heaven and Hl | | Rter et 1l HissethBliat 10 Tetdlian
Wien | Riax | Fed Gilty, Timtansel 2 J . Roe
Foaring Lanbs, Bb Birer 13 JdnR W Sat
Jesus the Rvd utiaary, H S Mgaino 14. John McAt hur
The Arsut of Gd, A W Tozer 15. Joni Eareckson Tada
The Gd Wo Is There, Fracis Sheeffer 16 Rter Kedft
Jesus Redi scovered, Ml col m Migger i dge 17. Fadre Rvers
The Gntent of or Qaracter, Selby Sede \_ J
The Nizi Doctors, Rbert Jay Lifton r ~\
Wen Rgde aae Bgad @d is Sal |, Edvard Vel ch A ol Atsy Book: Beyond Verds,
FromJerusal emto I ryan Jaya, Rith Tucker Fon O G ami

\The Rrsut of Hiiness, Jary Bidges )

(ne Theol ogy Ref erence Book:

(Mst porerfu books |'ve read (far first ) | Sstemtic Thed agy, vayne @ udem

ting i :

) Dt s Qbher reference books:
The Legacy of Sverei gn Joy, Jom Aper ) )
The Hdden Shile of Gd, Jam A per Vre's Eqpositary Dctiaary
The Gse far Qrist & The Gse fa Fath, Lee Srad New Qnpact Topical Bble
Hw Now Shal | V& Li ve?, thuck @l son The | WP New Test anent &ckground
Rvd ution Wthin, D ght Edverds _

\ Your G is Too Sfe, Mrk Buchanen VAN et TG, @y (e )
“A room without books is like a || “Pithy sentences are like sharp
body without a soul.” cicero nails which force truth upon our
‘, memory.” Denis Diderot

We read to know we are not Y- Denis Didero
alone.” c.s. Lewis “When I get a little money, | buy
“No tears in the writer, no tears || books; and if any is left, then I
in the reader.” Rrobert Frost buy food and clothes.” Erasmus
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Aoout Hxry Ratter Books

(Rrtias o thsddoge gyear in The | shbane nspi racy
by Randy, Angel a & Karina A corn)

“Just cdl nethe Qlivias Mther,”
Daesdad “Hther | never knewyau vere
vachmgthose vies o | ddit uder-
stad viet they codd do to you 1'mso
sary. Taigt Grid’sa thsager-ran
apat dass he hes to pess to g8 back
inschod. W, yesterday | asked Qi d
howhe first heerd aoout the @ija board
befare hi's ud e gave himone. You know
vhat he td d ne? Renenber t hose Teddy
R n books, Jilly? There vas ae cd | ed
The Mssing Rircess.”

“Sre | renenber youreadngit to
“Wstill haveit—+vet ad | ooked
it o, adif | hedit I'mm suel’d
bdieeit. The children go to soneone

LB

called the Wzard of \Wee Ge. Gt it—

vee gee? They cansult a Qija board to
firnd vhere the princess is. Dnid says
he d vays thougt thet ves red |y cod.
Ve read that book out loud, ad | never
thogt twee aoat it. | fed like ate-
ride pret.”

“Don’'t blane yoursel f, Mm |
shou d have knom better. Ater he cane
to Qrist, Cad tad ked to ne about nav-
i es and sone of ny ronance novel s. Bit
by then I'd dready seen ad reed a |
o stuf | saddit hae Hy, |'mthe
ae that gave Dnid the Hrry Rite
books for Christnas, renenber? |
thogt e d gt intothefatasy adthe
syparud stuf. A first heturned wp
hi's nose because it seened like they
vere far little kids, bu ned thing yau
knowhe vas reading themd| the tine,
ad checking ot the ather oes.”

“fs ateacher adanom” Jod sad,
“the Hrry Ratter books aeahat huton
wth e Kisti ad | have tdked about
itala, haverit ve? Mrekids ad adid ts
ae readng these books then aything
dse Their sdes are incred b esone-
thingliketens o millios o them Vit
bahers ne is | keep hearing Cristias
say that thenagc in Hrry Ritter bodks
ismodffaet thnthemagcinC S
lews's Qrandes o Nrna saiesad
Tolkien's Fobbit ad Lord of the
Rngs. VI |'ve read bath and they
ae dffe at. Inthe Nrnia boks the

chldren are brougt to Nrnia through
‘nagc.’ Bt it'sthe Cedar, it’'s Aan
wo does the niracles, includng em
porering themeach tine to get from
exrthtoNrna”

“Bectly,” Kisti sad “Ad that
‘nag ¢ isjuwst axther neme far syoer-
natural acts, miracles done by Gd
Wit Lews cdled the ‘axiet nagc
is@seerd ssadadsthea snvadd
have to be judged, ad thet the Sin o
@d s redenption woud wn back hu
nan sinners wio have betrayed him
Thet’ s anag ¢ beyord the vitchi s pover
and understand ng. Ad wenthe Kng' s

servarts do nagc, they recogize Hm
sthesurced . It'snarelikethe
gostles prajing to Gd to do mrad es.”

“Bt thewitewtcismagcisdf-
faat,” Jd sd “it'sedl. It'sd s
nected from @d. There's a clear
dstinction betveen the tvo kinds of
nagic in the Lews books—you j ust
calt mssit. Spermturd acts doe by
Gd are vl coned. Bt the ones enpow
gedlbyeil aetobcaddda dl ass
Bt inHrry Rite, the dsimtiais mt
sodear. Ther€ s o recogition of Gd
& Cego, JWdpa via.”
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“| adit fa thenost pat | likethe
staries,” Kisti sad “Bt they vad dit
be good for soneore like Cnid, be
case the sarce o Hrrysmagcisnt
dear. ¥eeh it doesit gyper tobe ail.
| meen he s this likad e youg wzard
who's arphaned, then raised by non
ngcd rdaivesadinitedtostudy a&
aschod o wtchordt adwzardy. 1t's
good versus evil, and good a vays wis
inthe end Harry hes nastly good cher-
ate adnaives, thereaevirtues like
loydty adfriedsh padsdf-sarifice
Bt it’sfdl o wzards ad wtches, ad
you end wp feding good about wich
craft. Bt wio's actudly behind it?
Wit nakes the nagic vork? Is it Gad,
thedevil, angd's, denans, hi dden hunan
powers, nature, inpersonal cosnic
farces, NewAe entities, o wat?’

“Qethngs fa sre” Jode sad
“it'smt the Gd o the BHe It's mt
Jests. Adin Sripture there s no such
thing as neutral supernatura pover
sourcesthey're either good o evil.
Thosethat drit bdieein@ds Snae
ail, emnif theyredsgisad as good”

“That’s what |'ve tdd Bittany
about Syla” Jillien sad “Se kegs
quating ne the Wccan creed ‘b no
harm’ That’s supposed to nake wtch
craft okay. Bit Rob has shom ne these
Sripue pessages sayingit’s forki dden
fo ,stocdl ona try to comonicate
wth any supernatural povers except
@d hinse f.”

“Ridsrigt ontarget there” Geg
sd

“Adif yadremat sug” Kisti sad
“you have to stay avay. That's why
vhen we have kids | wouldn't want
themto read Hrry Riter util theyre
dd enough that ve can read themto
gether and use sone discerment. |f
yalve gt a strag Crigian filter in
deace yaucanscreenad the pert that's
of bese bu if you dot.”.

“You don't vart it to be a doorvay
to sonething else,” Geg sad “Hw
nany ki ds—and even adul t s—vat ch the
prograns and read the books and | earn
thet wtdodt isredly day, the thaes
mressmtofex it, that you can use s
pernatura povers to good ends, even
vhen the Gd of the B e hes nathing
tod wthit? It's sktle bt it's dnr
gras.”
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Letters to EPM

DCear Randy,
| was both delighted and chal -
lenged when | read your book Lead-
lire. | amnat ore to read fictiod
books, but a friend recoormended t he
book and supplied a copy for ne to
read. | began read ng and foud thet |
codd nat put it dom | hed alittle
dfficuty a first wth the paragaos
wth FAnny in heaven, but | found
nysel f later being challenged by the
uderlying scripures. | redized that
| needed to reaffirmny reaionship
wth Grist ad dlowvthe fire to be
rekind ed between us. | had grown
cdd ad cdlous. Thaks to your in
sigt into G@ds wonderful Verd, |
vas aso brougt beck to the redity
thet there is dvays sonething that |
have yet tolearn Your book is a piece
o at ad| pray that yor renards in
heaven Wil far surpess those you have
hervested on earth
SmadyinCrig, JG

Dear Randy,
| amwiting you because ny heart
is so noved by one of your books. |
just reed Mbney, Possessions and
Benty. & alifegving refresh
ing comentary this is on the nost
inportant topic of our noney and the
stuff we nay possess in this varld
N husband and | just had or 8" dild
last fdl adve cantestify tothe fact
that thethings inlifetha Gd viems
as inportant are definitdy NI the
stuff noney can buy. Rither, it's the
peopl e we i nvest in and how nuch we
pour ar lives aut far Jesws thet re
dlyconts. That isvhereve find sat-
isfaction ad fufillnat inlife
LM, Gad Rapids, M

DCear Randy,

N brahe ad |, wile travding
severd hundred mil es tagether toafam
ily fued, redtoech abe, Inlight
d Heanty. |t becae a Hessed ad sa
credjourney together. Gonversati on vas
rich tears floned fredy ad ar hearts
vere strangdy varned by the bibica
truhs inyor bok
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Bth our parents are now
safdy hone, ad wile liv-
irg they irgtilled inthar e

children, an intensdy /*q;__ﬂ_;::}é”_

deep articipation for “=—.."
hone. Your book con- B
firnad or conviction thet “this pdace
isnot our hone and the nore ve lay up
ou tressures in heaven, the nore ve
wll log for heaven and the nare con
tet vell betoleare erthbehind”

Thark you for increasing ny | ong-
ing to see Jesus ad eter ny heaverly
hone.

Gaduly, MG

Bear M. Acoarn,

| just varted to wite you ad tdl
you just howtingly your Sxring Nevs-
letter vas far ne It cane in the nail
yesterchy, a the ed o a patiadaly
bad week. M husband had said sone
redly aoud thngstomelast ndgt, ad
| ves sitting dae in oar ofice van
dering howbad y God woul d puni sh ne
if 1 just gave y ad dvorced im

My peopl e have td d ne that ny
husbend s behavi or i's enationd abouse,
adthet esdsomimgandfar. | fig
ue vehy tht'striea mt (I dorit
know, | nade a vow of narriage be
fae Gd ad I'mging to stad by it,
adl redlyhaerorigt mt tofagwe
ny husband because so nuch has been
farg ven ne.

Hovever, last nigt | ves a the ed
of ny rope, wen | |ooked don and
saw your nevel etter in our
ple d nail. Redng the
first pege or soves enouch
to chae ny etire per-
spective and remind ne ‘=
thet wetever ny cir-
cunstances are, Gd
put neinthemfa a
reesn, adit's fa 2
ny own good, even
wen it’'s up essat.

| just needed soe bidicd en
couragenent, and sonetines that’'s
rae Sthak you, and knowthat Gd
is uwsing you invonderfu vays.

Gd bess yau, KS

L
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M. Acorn,

| just finished read ng your book
Lood Feugrin’'s Letters and | vanted
you to knowit changed ny life. | have
avays been an agnostic. Bt when |
read your book, it opened ny eyes to
thedrection| vestaking particdaly
when Jordan says, “M God woul dn' t
sed ayore to hell.” | redized | vas
creating God in ny inage, not the
aher vay around. The nare | read, the
norel redized | vas just |ike Jorden
Hetcher.

| have read the Bhe before, but
dd nat redly get the perspective o
heaven, el ad the forces & vork in
bath util now

| vent down to a nearby church
last night and ves saved. | ove you a
dett of therks.

Hre' s hoping | see you heaven.

Brn Again, DP

DCear Randy,
Rolife Awsvers to AoGoi ce A-
gunents is filled wth so noch
truth.and yet it was so
‘A hardfo netoread
N | cogauae you
on the extesive re-
search and vork that
vert into that book
Miny tines during ny
reedrg | hedto s
close ny eyes and
pray, as | vex, that
Gd would use ne to
hdp wth the prdife
case adph enaedto
thsharide patice
Thank you for a
book that our soci ety
needs to read
Sroardy, AE
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Sonet | nes Heaven Qones
Down to Earth

by Paul Eshl enan

nths ngt, the ecouter cccured in a dace tha
nore like H I .
Mizanti que vas a netion in absd ue chaos. Gvil

va hed degenerated into tad amerchy. Inrecet days, ths
sane neti on had been devestated by terrild e fl cods. Mraud
ingsddesadMrxist rebd s verefigtingesch aher. Ben
varse they vereradindy radmngvillages ad rdding rep
ing ad killing ay person they ecautered A the tine
Mzanii que vas gripped by a crue famne. Mllions vere
deed or dying

Qrver 500,000 refugees had fled. Sone had cone to a
canp just inside South Arica Viden JES5 Himpartners
W liead Mrie Basns arrived, the sights ad sounds vere
overwvhel nmng.

Shinmering waves of heat
receinthedsaxeassthedadng
Aricansinbest domonthefil
teemtruk Gitty red dst hug
inthe dr, the eidace o thos
sadks o refugees on the nove
W ie ad Mrie hed heard there
ves little o o vae fa these
pde thet they berdy staeed off
sgavdinhy edinganeegy dly
rdion provided by struging re-
lidf agpdes

As they entered the huge
canp, they tdd howthey were
overcone by the stench of hunan excrenent. Bven worse
vas the sea of enaci ated bod es and the enpty hopdl ess | aoks

intheees d thepegde They herdtd e dter tde o msary—

like that of the young nather vho hed fled Mzanhi que wth
her childen it ves eden dive by alion bfae she cadd
neke it tothe cap Hr tvo childen suvived aly to be
cofronted wth thsHll cnErththar hges far alete life
deshed

Bx, there vas hope. That’'s wy Wilie and Mrie had
cone. A young nissi onary working anong these desperate
peopl e had begged Wi i e and Mrie to cone and showthem
the “JES8 film A first, Wliehad pratested, “VE haveri t
yet traglaadit intothe Sageen | aguege these peod e speek.”
The youg mssiaery hed redied “It's G VeIl interpret it
Wileit ishdngshom” He hed dready led D o these rfu
gess to Qrist. Inthe mdde o ths cap they hed faned a
church Ad they hed been tra ned and vere reedy to hd p counr
sd those he hed prayed vau d respord to the nessage thet nigt.

It seenad that W lie drove the truck through the canp
faeser, tryingtofirdasutade dearingvwere the filmteam
cadd showthe film FArdly, they foud adace Al dter-
noon they varked in the searing heet to st W the portdd e
screen and the sound system
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Bit Mrie sensed that sonething vas very wong. In her
spirit she cold fed denanic gpression huldng Then the
teamheard wtch doctors charting and saw themthrowng
bores nthe gaud in sataic rituds. Wth hoing and in
catdias, thewtch doctars begencdling y the “sarits o
their acestars.” A exie adfaebodng pa | seemad to fd |
over the canp. Satan vanted the showng stopped

Wliecdledtheteamtogether topray. Thirty ahers wo
cane froma nearby New Life Training Genter were a so
elisted They had cone to hdp wth evangdismad fd -
lovup, bt nowthey vereinvdved inful spritud varfae

For three hours they interceded, praying that Gd vou d
bind the porer o the evil, pour ot Hs dessings, ad gen
the eyes of these spiritud |y Hind pegde wo lived in dark-
ness and continuing misery. They joined hands and val ked
aoaudinadrde syndicdly exirding the cap. They
beseached @d to tear dom the v ls of evil that hed en
odfedthese ped e just as He destroyed the vells d Jaidn

/s darkress set in the ragged refugees energed from
their shacks and began to
streamtoward the show ng
area. The wtch doctors
stopped their dancing. Mre
than one thousand peopl e
crorked inothe small, dusty
clearing. Wen it vas dark

enough, the fil mbegen

| Wth the English
sounctrack playing | ow and
wth nicrophone in hand, the
inepee tradaal lire by
liredl thet ves teking fdace
on the screen. Betveen red
chages (there are far reds
and three changes) he tdd themwy it vas importat that
Mry be avirgn ad hovonly a supernetura nan cou d be
Qd.

Mrie recouted “During the scenes of the crucifixion
inthe forth 30-nmnue red, ve sensed sonething unusudl
was happeni ng. Breryone began to cry—wonen, nen, and
children Anournfu vailing gradud Iy rose fromthe cromd
inoardetless aescah”

As Jesus vas bei ng pushed dom the Ma ol orosa, the
veepi ng becane | ouder and uncontro lad e, Vien the Ro-
nn sdders started reiling Jesus to the aress, nary o the
peod e j unped up ad ran tovard the screen wth their hands
inthear, ayimgat to Gd

Bverywhere peop e vere confessing their sins. The film
ves fargaten Rvers o tears pored domtheir drty chegs.
Mn best their chests and cried out, “O Gd O Gd”
Sne vere on their knees, sone stood wth eyes cl osed ad
am rased ahes lay prostrae an the gaud The inter-
preter vias even on his beck in the drt, prajing thaking
@d, crying praising ad vershipng

These pegd e were in the presence o a hdy Gd They
vere overwne ned by a sense of their sinfu ness and vanted
Oesperatdy to ke farg ven
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Sneore turned off the prgectar. The fil mteamrushed
to pray wth and couse those who vere seeking God. But
they coldn't speak. Qe by one, the teamnenbers them
sdwves fdl tothdar kess, cafessmgthar om sirs.

“I cait edantownl fdt,” Wlietdd ne “I fdt the
avesone poner of Qd. | fdt Hs love, Hs commession, HS
cae It ves ovaporing It ves avave that vdled wpin
sdewsadvecddit cotanit. Veveretadly, irrevoca
by, hopdessy inlove wth Jess.
Ad the experience just burst out
o ws wth cofession ad tears,
praise ad varship ad afeding
o veonder.”

Tears caeintoWIi€ s gyes,
“I sawanneyear-dd boy crying
at to@d | tundtoprayfar im
bu | caddit becase | vas cry-
ing nyself. A 70-year-o d nan
wthhsees genadhs hanksin
thedr, rqeted ol ados aEn
‘I jut sawJessl | just savJess!’
Bi veverenat just sed g the por-
trayd o Jesws, ve vere fedimg Hs
presace so poverfuly thet ve just
caldit téeit in”

Mrie cotinued, “l started to
pray wth one vonan, but | coldn't speak. | vas overcone
and began confessing ny om sins. The sese of Gd' s pres-
ence, Hs poner and hd i ness, vas so great that no one cod d
do aything bt cafess ther sin | kewl vas inahdy
place. These peod e had nothing. Ad Gd decided to g ve
thema chance+igt there in that filthy capto fed Hs
presace ad Hs loe.”

Mre than 0 mnutes passed Sill the sounds of veep
ing ad pessiaete paye filledthe fidd Wlievet tothe
inepee adsad “Wneedtofinshthe filmsothey wil
knowthe good neve of the resurrection”

Al aorcss the ad ece the peod e catinued to wpe tears
franthar eyes. They sawthe brid o Grigt adthentheres
uredion Tre inepdaea edand tothe o “Jess d el
to nake the paynart far ar sirs. Bt desth cold mt hdd
hm” Adwththet, he parntedtothe screen ad shated wth
ucatarede joy, “Ad there H is! H ves rased franthe
dead” The crond eqd oded as if a damhed burst. Breryone
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begen cheering, dancing, hugg ng one ancther, and j unpi ng
up and domn.

The filmteamnever fin shed showngthe film Ainvi-
tation ves g ven far those vho varted to receive Qrist to
cone to the front. The “prod eni vas they AL vanted to
accet Hmas their Savior and Lord-al | 1,000 peopl €

Isn't Gd wonderful ? o can knowor understand Hs
vays? These peopl e hed absd utdy nathing. They were to
tdly hopd ess. They des-
peratey needed to know
loe, to bd og to soe
ae Te nigt, thet Wy
night, Heaven cane down
toHl on Eth Throuh
prayer, God brought to
their inpoverished dark-
M ened hearts His i noescri b

adelove They hed never
heard o Jests. Bi thet
nght, they experienced
Hs toch Wkt a nigt!
Wat a Gd!

- No, not every show

igd “JBB issoin
credible. Mny are
actud |y sonevhat rou
tlreadpredctdde Bt nay ahas ae just as dramatic
ad poer-filled We is catanis tha Gdis wsing ths
nost-traslaedfilmindl o hstaytoradcdly, syerau
rdly trassfamthe lives o nillias aoud the vrld To
cete sone 128 mllion have indcated deddasfa Qrig a
showngs o “JBBE” Mre then 1,19% Qristian argan za
tios hae dosento uise the “JB8 filmas ae o thar pri-
nary tods o evapdism Ths is wy nare then 285 film
teas aeladaimgusimg R dffeaat trasaias o “JBS”

Ecepted froma letter fronRad EBheman Drectar,
The JESE AImRA g ect

Nte |If youaeinerestedincotribuingto The JEBSHImM
Rget, nail dl deds pyddeta The JEBB AHImPrgject, 910
Glle Negocio, Qiite 300, San Gemente, A 92673, Q, if yau
prefer, younay desigeted!l o apationd your catribuion g ft
to BMto gotothe JESB5film As dvays, ve wll send 100%00f
your catributionto the desigeted red pet.

AL, KN
RANIAALCORN
j ]

The |shbane
Conspl racy
o

SHfdy
Hone

by Randy A corn

L

Kl

_.-r"rl'“-l

Both just published!!

Available in your local bookstore—or may be ordered
Quantity discounts available from EPM
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Wat About Abortion in
the Gase of Rype?

The fdlovrng is an enail exchage be-
tveen our office and a prochoi ce
vwran Thefirst lefter vas usdidted
Aperatly she sawthe prdife atid es
o ar vaxsite

To BPM

You peopl e nake ne sick, You coud
never corvince ne to change ny nand
ket if your wfe dagte ves raped ad
ves pregat. D't youthirk every tine
they vaudlok & their childthey vad d
thrkd trelrud aa o idexethey e
perienced Ad a supestion dag wth a
pdife bodk wy drit ywdsoput afe
tlsinaja ;myar cffeetdde

Jae

I'msedg thisinfanationinre
spase to your nassae. It is excerped
fromRandy Acorn's book, Rolife
Asvers to RroChoi ce Agunents. |
hope youwl!l readit. Let ne knowwsat
yau thirk

is pregat due to rape o
i ncest?’

Pregnancy due to rape is ex-
tredy rade ad wth proper trea-
nert can be preverted

S udi es conducted by H anned
Parenthood s Gittnacher Institutein
dcaetha tvo cosating ad fertile
aduts have oly a 3 percent chance
of pregnancy froman act of inter-
couse. They dso indcae there are
factors invdved in arape wich fur-
ther reduce these chances far rape vic-
ting. The Guttnacher Institute says
14,000 abortions per year are due to
rgpe o incest, wich anouts to just
over 1percat o dl aortios. Qher
stud es showthat pregnancies due to
ragpe are noch rarer thanis generdly
thought, perheps as fewas e in a
thousand cases. Furthernore, since
conception doesn't occr inmed atdy
dter inercorse pregacy can be pre-
veted inrearly dl rape cases by nad -
ca treatnent that renoves the senen
bef ore an ovumcan be fertilized

“Wiat about a wonan who aii?‘- '

S where does the nisconception
cone fromthat nany pregnancies are
due to rape? Fearfu young vonen wi |
sonatinas atribuethar pregadiesto
rape, since doi ng so gai ns synpet hy and
avoi ds condenmat i on. The young wonan
cdled“Rog’ inthe fanous Re v. Vide
case-wo dicited synmethy i nthe court
and ned a because she clained to be a
rgee victimyears | aer adhitted she hed
liedad hed nat beenrgped & dl.

Prochoi ce advocates often divert
atetionfranthe vast ng arity o aoor-
tiaos by faousing on rape becase o its
inherent (and vel | -deserved) synpet hy
factar. Ther frequet referaces torgoe
dring dsossias o the doortionissue
leaves the fdse inression that preg
nancy due to rape is
cormon.

Rypeis never the fadt o the
child thegilty party, nt an
i nnocent party, should be
puni shed.

In those rare cases wen a preg
narcy istheresut o rgoe ve nst be
caefu wogetsthedane Wit is herd
aou this herd case is nt wether an
inmocat child deserves to de far viet
hs fahr dd W& is herd is thet an
i mocent vonan hes to take on child
bearing and possibly nathering-if she
Oeci des to keep the child rather then
choose adopti on-far whi ch she vas nat
wlliga ready. Thsisaveyhadstu
aion cdling far famly, frieds, ad
cuchtododl they canto syport her.
Bi thefadt rednsthet e o thisis
thefadt o thechild Wy shodd Rrsm
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Abe killed becausse Rerson B rgped Rer-
son As nather? If yor father comit-
tedacaing doldyugtojal fa it?If
yau foud aut todey thet your idag cd
faher had raped your nather, wou d you
fed ywrolage hedarigt tolive?
BHicd lavpt it this vay. “The
sad wo sirs is the oe wo wil de
Te smnwll mt shere the gilt o the
fahe” (Ezekid 1820). Ad “Fhers
ddl mt be put to deth fa thar dil-
den nmor childenpu todegthfa thar
fahes, echistodefa hsomsn
(Beuteronony 24:16). Gvilized peopl e
do ot put children to deeth for wet
ther fahers hae doe Y& aborting a
child cocaved by rgpe is dong thet
exact thing Heis as imocet o the
cineas hisnaher. Ndther shenor he
esavestode
Rye is so haribde thet ve essily
trasfer ar hora tothe wag dj et
V€ nost nat i npose the ug i ness o rape
or incest upon either the innocent
vwonan or the innocent child The
vonan i s nat “spai | ed goods” - she
ismt gk a dl hut ape
ci ous hunan bei ng wth val ve
. addgitytha nat eventhe
JE 2 vilest et entae fromber.
Likewse thechildis nat
a cancer to be renoved
2% but a living hunan be-
Y ing Bydl nears, ld's
prishthergist. (I fa
vor stricter punish
nert o theradst then
do the prochoi ce advocates | know) Bit
let’s nat puishthewagpersonby in
flictingyoontheinocert childar rage
ap g trergi .

The vid ence of abartion
pardldsthevidere d rge

(ne wonan says, “Wen a wonan
exadses he rigt to cotrd her om
body intad dsregard o the body of
axther hunan being, it is cdled aoor-
tion Vdenananacts au the sane phi -
losgay, it iscdledrge” Theeis a
dosepardld batventhevidat atak
on an innocert wonan that happens in
arge adthevidet d@tak mmaimo
cat chld tha hggoas in an abartion
Bth are doe in respose to a suj ec-
tive and nisgui ded sense of need, ad
both are done a the expense of an
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imocent person. The wonan nay not
hete her child the vay the rgast nay
hee hsvdim bt thsis m cosda
tiontothe chld Rgadess o the o
tives @ dgusitiond s mather, heis
just & brudly killed The videre o
artionis mo sduion to the vid ece
d rge Te killing o the inmocat by
artionismsduiontothe huting o
the i mocert by regpe

Aortion does nat bring
heelingtoargee vicdim

Inposing cgaitd puniishmet on the
inmooat dildd asexdfedy does mth
ingbedtothergist admth g good far
the wonan. Qeating a second victim
doesn't udiet he danage to the first.

In February 2000 presidertid can
d date A an Keyes addressed 120 mdd e
sdod stults in DErat. Athirtear
year-dd grl asked if he voud nake
anexgtionfa rgeinhs positionm

aoortion He spoke of thepain o rae i?.
thnsdd “Bt | dnit bdieeit isrigt |
to teke thet pein and actuelly nake it .=/ B
vorse. Ad to the burden of thet rape AL
dom thrauh the years, if thet abortion £ =%

tekes place, do you knowwnet |’ madd- =
ingif | let youhave anabortia? " mech 7

ing the burden o thet dortion Ad a
saepn, thetruhd Gdthet iswit-
tenonyour heart comes becktoyou Ad
yau re vouded by thet truh”

Qe femnist group says, “Sone
vonen have reported suffering fromthe
trauma o doortion lag ate the rge
trauma hes faded” It is herdtoinag ne
a worse therapy for a wonan wo has
beenrgped thento add the guilt ad tur-
nail o haingher cildkilled Benif
ve caovince ousdves ad her thet it
isit ared childa eenhe dild soe
day she wll redize it vas. Those wo
avisad aartion wil nmat be there then
toldpcary he ppnadaqilt.

| have a dear friend wo ves raped
and becane pregant as a resut. B
cased her dreustacesit vesnt best
fao her torasethe dild i de gave
birth ad the beby ves adoqted into a
voderfu Qristian famly. Se periad -
cdly hes catadt viththemad her child

It hes t been an essy rced ad |
vou d say nathi ng to nni nnze her pain
Tehardest part isnmdt bearngddetorase
her child nat heering the foastes in

/f’f_f_"-'zm
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her hone. Yet there is a hittersweet
joy-the joy of knowng Gad brought
ths beatifd little grl irto the varld
through her, and brought an inmense
heppd ness to this famly.

Wenl loka g fried, | fird gest
confiort i n know ng howshe has brought
joytoar Father inheaven wo hes been
p essed by her dedi sias ad hes braught
deate ad beaty ad lifeat o he
sffaimg Hrsis mt the siffeing the
coas Wth reget over having dore the
wag thmgtoaninmoat dild It isa
suffering acconpani ed by the hand of
@d who confiorts and sustai ns her, and
brings present vaves o joy and cotert -
nat thet are afaeaste o the fulress
o joyinthe heaven to cone. Bt even
now the wonder she knows when she
sees this ddigtfu chld overshedos
the suffering she hes gore thraugh

.

/1

s A

Achldis achld regard ess

of the circustances of his
concept | on

O atdevision progamabout door-
tion | heard aan age “Aythng o
ths rdue hes rorigts becase it’s the
pract o rge” Bi hovisthereure o
ths pean dild dffeet franthet o
ay ahe preborn chil d? Ae sone chil -
dennre varthy o living because ther
fahers vere better peod €? Adwy is it
thet praocha ce advocates are d vays say-
igtreutondildisredlythenatha’s,
nt the faha’s, util deis rgedthen
suddeny the child is vieved as the
fahe's, ma the mthe’s? Adild oot
cdved by rgeis as pedas & a dild
cocaved by loe becase a dildis a
cild Trepont is mad howhe ves cor
caved hut thet he vies coceived Heis
m adspcde “padt d rgd b a
i e ad voderfu crestion o Gd
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Vgnen dftenthirk thet achldcont
caved by schavile act wll beacont
stat remnder of ther pain O the
catray, the imocece o the chld of-
tenhes aheding effect. Bi inay casg
the vonan is free togve yp the chld
far adoption, wi ch nay be the best d -
terative Axting the chldis an a-
tenpt to deny wat hgppened, and deni d
is never goad thergpy.

Oe vonan to d ne, “Ababy is the
aly beaifu thng thet can coe ou
o arge” Hvingad hddng anino
cert child can do nuch nare good for a
vi ctinnzed wonan than the know edge
thet animocat childdedinanatemt
to dey o reduce her trauna

Wiat about al ready-born
peopl e wo are “products of
rape”’?

Wt if you found thet your spouse
a adogted child vas fahered by argp

ist? el dit chege your viewd ther

vorth? Viau d you | ove themany | ess?
If na, vty shod d ve viewthe i nnooert
ubarn child ay dfferetly? Ater |
saaedsma thagtsinaledue adsr

& - vWonan in her mdtveties cane W to
= meinteas I'll ree fags Wet desad

Thark you. |’ ve never heard any-
are say thet achild coca ved by rgpe
deserved to live. M nother was
raped wen she vias tve ve years d d
Se gave birth to ne ad gave ne wp
fa adgintoavadafd famly. 111
praced y never neet her, bu every cey
| thak Gd far her ad ha parets.

If they hadi't let ne live |
voul dn't be here to have ny own hus-
band and childen, ad ny om life
I'mjust sothefd tobedive

Snger Bhd Veters vas concel ved
ater her tvdve-year-dd nather vas
raped. Veters touched mil lions through
her life and nosic. My aher peod e
perhgs sone of ar deerest fri ends wose
staies VE Il never ko are wet some
dshrfdly cdl “thre padct o rge”

Kat hy Norqui st

Mnistry Assistant to Randy Acorn

Herd Rerspective Ninistries

Response fromJane:

DO NOT SEND ANYMORE MES-
SAGES OR | WLL CONTACT MY
PROVI DER!
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A W laeer an Rayer . . .

Teach M to Listen

Now the Lord came and stood and called as at other times,
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your
servant hears.”—1 Samuel 3:10

ad teech ne tolisten The times are sy ad ny

ears are veary wth the thousand raucous sounds wi ch

cotinuosly assalt them Gwve ne the spirit o the
boy Savel vhen he said to Thee, “Soeek, far thy servat
heereth” Let ne her Thee speeking in ny heart. Lt ne ot
wad tothe scud o Thy vdog thet its taes may ke famliar
wen the sounds o earth de anay and the oy sound will Le
the nuisic of Thy spesking voice. Awen. The Rrsut o
God, 283

Take Tine to Listen

The entrance of Your words gives light; it gives understand-
ing to the simple. | opened my mouth and panted, for | longed
for Your commandments.—Psalm 119:130-131

The Quekers hed nary fire idess ot life ardthaeis
astay fromthemthet illwstraesthepant | amtrying
to nake. It concerns a conversation betveen S
Taylor @l eridge and a Quaker vonan he had net. Mybe
Q@ eridge ves boasting abit, but he tdd the wonan howhe
hed arranged the use of tine so he wou d have no vested
hours. He said he nenori zed Geek whil e dressing and dur-
ingbredfast. Hevet onwthhslist o aher netd activi-
tieshaking nates, readng, witing, farnulaing thougts
and ideas—util bedtine.

The Quaker |istened uninpressed. WWen Gl eridge vas
finshedwthh s eqd aation sheaskedhmasinpe search
ing questiot “M friend, wen dost thee think?

Gdishaimgadfficdt tine getting thraugh to us be
case ve are a fast-paced generation. V€ seemto have no
tine for contenpl ati on. V€ have no tine to answer Gxd when
edls Jesus, Athar of ar Fath, %

Nt Asking for Aything

I love the Lord, because He has heard my voice and my sup-
plications. Because He has inclined His ear to me, therefore
I will call upon Him as long as | live.—Psalm 116:1-2

thrk that sone o the gedest prayer is prayer were

you don't say one singe vord o ask far awthing Nw

Gd does amswer and He does g ve us wat ve ask for.
Thet’sda g ndoody cendery thet ulesshedenesthe Srip
tues. Bt that'saly aeagpet o prayer, adit’s mt even
the inportant aspect. Snetines | go to Gud and say, “@xd,
if Thou dost never asver adther prayer wilel liveonths
exthl wll still vaeshipTheeaslagas| liveadinthe ages
to cone for wat Thou hest done dready.” Gd's a ready
pu nesofa inddt thet if | veretoliveaemllionmllenr
nus | coldit poy Hmfo wet H's done for ne.

W goto Gd as ve serd a boy to a grocery store wth a
log wittenlist, “Gd gveneths gvweneths adgwe
ne this,” and our gracious Gd dften does gve us wat ve
vant. But | think Gd is d sappa nted because we nake Hm
to be no nore than a source of wat ve vat. Bren o Lord
Jesus i s presented too often as “ Soneone wo wil neet your
need.” That’s the thrabbing heart of nedern evangd i sm
You re inneed and Jesus Wil neet your need. HE s the Need
neter. W1, Heisthet indeed b, ah HEsiMintdy nare
thentret. Wihrshipr The Mssing Jevel , 2425

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?

You can help EPFMcut down
on oosts by maifying uis o your
newaddress assonas pssde
Thanks!

Hesse | us kowif you o
| onger wsh to reca ve the nevs-
letter. W vt tosadit to ay-
aeineested bu vat tobe goad

stevards as vl |.

Bernd Rerspective Nnistries
2229 Esst Burnside #23
Gesham QR 97030

Address Servi ce Request ed
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