'ourteen years ago in England, Nanci
Fand | spent an unforgettable morning
with Phil and Margaret Holder. We
discovered Margaret had been bornin China
to missionary parents with China Inland
Mission. In 1939, when Japan took control
of Eastern China, thirteen-year-old Marga-
ret was taken prisoner in a Japanese in-
ternment camp. There she remained,

separated from her parents, for six long

years.

Margaret told us some great stories,
one of which concerned avery spe-
cia person in the prison camp, a
godly man she called “Uncle
Eric,” whotutored her in chem-
istry, and was deeply loved by 3%
her and al thechildren. “Uncle %
Eric” turned out to be Eric 4§
Lidddl, “TheFlying Scott,” hero of
the movie Chariots of Fire. “God
made me fast,” Liddell said. “And
when | run| feel Hispleasure.” Then
he shocked the world by refusing to &,
run his Olympic race—whichhewas §
favored to win—because it was %
scheduled on Sunday.

After the Olympics, in which he
won agold medal in adifferent race,
Liddell had gone on to be amission-
ary in China. When war broke out,
he sent his pregnant wife and children
to safety, hoping tofollow later. Mean-
while, he stayed to assist others. Be-
causeof hisloving and sacrificia actions,
hewould never see hisfamily in thisworld
again. Margaret told us through tears that
seemed as fresh asiif it had just happened:
“1 remember theday UncleEricdied.” The
children had lost adear friend, and mourned
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their loss. Liddell had represented faith and
hope, and now their hero, their mentor, was
gone.

At times it seemed unbearable to be
cut off from their homes and families, sub-
jected to the whims of their captors. But
Margaret spoke with awe and delight of the
“care packages,” the barrels of food and
supplies parachuted down from
American planes near the end of the
i war.

One day, not long after the bomb
was dropped on Hiroshima, Mar-
garet and the other children
werelined up asusual to count
off for roll call. (They would

often have to stand in line
# hoursinthebitter cold.) Sud-

denly an airplane flew over
low. They saw the markings—
{ it wasan American plane! Then
B they watched it circle and drop
more of those wonderful barrels
of food. But as the barrels came
near the ground, the captives real-
ized that this time something was
different. Her face animated, her
eyes bright, Margaret told us, “This
timethebarrelshad legs!” Thesky was
full of American soldiers parachuting
down to rescue them!

Margaret and the others, including sev-
eral hundred children, rushed out of the

1] camp, past the speechless Japanese

guards, who offered no resistance. Out of
their prison for the first timein six years,
they ran to the soldiers, who by now were
raining down everywhere. The children
threw themselves on their rescuers, hug-
ging and kissing them.

(continued on page 2)
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For years Margaret and the other
children had wondered if anyone really
knew they were there, if anyone out
there really cared about their suffering.
They were isolated, alone, separated
from their families, desperately needing
deliverance. But there was no deliverer
insight. Their hopewasrekindled by the
packages from the sky, but still they had
to endure the present redlities of prison.

But in one day everything changed,
because at last someone had come from
the sky to deliver them from prison, take
them back hometo England, and reunite
them with the families they hadn’t seen
for six years.

This reminds me of God’swordsin
Isaiah: “My righteousness draws near
speedily, my salvationison theway, and
my arm will bring justice to the nations.
Theidandswill look to meand wait
inhopefor my arm” (Isaiah 51:5). {

After talking with the Hold-
ers, Nanci and | thought about
the parallelsto the day we will
at last be delivered from this
world. Whether it's Christ re-
turning fromthesky tolib-
erate us, or drawing usup
to Himself through our
deaths, we will at last be _
rescued, at last reunited with
loved oneswho'vegoneon
before us, at last be free, at _
last be home. At last bewith the
Person we were made for, and liv-
ing in the Place we were made for.

Scripture reminds usfirst that our
citizenshipisin heaven, not here on earth
(Philippians 3:20). While on earth, we
await the deliverance of our Savior. We
long for Him to come rescue us.

No matter what difficulty surrounds
it, God is intimately involved and inter-
estedinthe Chrigtian’sdeparturefromthis
world: “Preciousinthesight of theLordis
the death of hissaints’ (Psalm 116:15).

o Y
-
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We're ambassadors representing
Christinthisworld, thisforeign and dif-
ficult land called Earth (2 Corinthians
5:20). Like Eric Liddell in that prison
camp, wehaveamissionfor whichwe'll
be held accountable. That means we're
to makethe most of our limited time here.

We're aliens and strangers as long
as we're here (Hebrews 11:13). Thisis
not our home, any more than the prison
camp was Margaret's home. Our
thoughts and hearts and hopes are fo-
cused on the day of our deliverance,
when we will be rescued, taken home at
last, for the great reunion. Meanwhile,
we take encouragement in the way God
provides and watches out for us while
we're away. But never should
weforget thisisn't our home.
We should resist any in-

fluence that tempts us
to become settlersin-
stead of travelers,
acclimatingtothis
foreign land
and adopting
its lifestyles
and values as
—--.. Our own.

James minces no words: “You adul -
terous people, don’'t you know that
friendship with the world is hatred to-
ward God? Anyone who chooses to be-
come afriend of the world becomes an
enemy of God” (James 4:4).

Imagine an ambassador who |leaves
hiscountry to livein another nation, one
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Scripture reminds us
first that our citizen-
ship is in heaven, not
here on earth....How
are you doing repre-
senting your true
country, heaven, as
you live in this world
that is not yours?

hostileto hisown. Naturally, hewill want
to learn the language, see the sights, eat
thefood, becomefamiliar with the people
and culture. But suppose hefailsto draw
the line. Suppose he becomes so en-
grossed inthiscountry’scustomsand phi-
losophies that he gradually assimilates
into it. He becomes sympathetic to its
policies, buys into its values, begins to
regard it as his true home.

His allegiance wavers. He compro-
mises his position as an ambassador. He
becomesincreasingly ineffectivein rep-
resenting the best interests of his true
country. Hisloyalties drift. Eventualy,
he may even defect. At best, he be-
comesincapable of serving histrue coun-
try. At worst, he may actually betray it.

Hisfatal mistakeisthis—just because
he lives somewhere, he comesto think of
it as his home. As Chrigtians, we live on
earth—but earth is not our home.
Heaven is. We forget that to our peril.

How are you doing as an ambassa-
dor for Christ? How are you doing rep-
resenting your true country, heaven, as
youliveinaworld that’snot your home?
Have you adopted values and customs
of this culture that are contrary to those
of the culture of heaven? Have you com-
promised your allegiance to your true
country and your true King?
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“Liveyour livesasstrangersherein
reverent fear” (1 Peter 1:17). “I urge
you, asaiensand strangersin theworld,
to abstain from sinful desires, which war
against your soul” (1 Peter 2:11).

Back in Kansas, with Oz behind
her, Dorothy says, “There's no place
like home.” How true. But how easy
it is for you and me to forget where
home really is. At death we won’t
leave home; we'll go home—"away
from the body and at home with the
Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). One of the
great paradoxes is that our homeis a
place we've not yet been. But the
moment we set foot there, we'll won-
der how we ever could have imagined
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While we're content to be on our
Father’s business here in these seventy-
year motel rooms we call bodies, we're
never entirely at home. How can we be?
Our true homeis so far superior, and the
spiritual family there so vast and rich.
The Great Reunion awaits us, and we
longforit.

When we understand what home
really is, what this world offers loses
itsglitter. Wefinally seeworldly things
as they have been all along: pale, in-
sipid, and cheap imitations of the true
and vast wealth that's ours as God's
children.

Michael Griffiths book God's For-
getful Pilgrims maintainsthe church has
largely forgotten her wondrous identity
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in Christ, and settled for the superficial
substitute-identities of the world. In a
bookstore, | ran acrossthe original Brit-
ish edition of the book, which had a
different and more striking title —
Cinderella With Amnesia. We are the
chosen bride of the Prince. Our homeis
His palace, His estate. But we keep for-
getting and going back to our second-
rate “home” where we settle for so
much less than He intends for us.

How easily we forget who we are,
whose we are, and where we will spend
eternity. Perhaps we should say aoud,
over and over, the words of the black
spiritual: “ Thisworldisnot my home, this
world is not my home, thisworld is not
my home....”

anywhere else was our home.

SpeakingtheTruth:
Ani’sOral Report

by Chuck Colson

henever | start despairing over defeats in the cul-
Wture war, | hear a story like this one and it renews

my hope. Ani Seromik isahigh school senior inthe
Midwest and she's a Christian. A few months ago Ani’'s
teacher assigned the class an oral report: It could be about
anything regarding health care.

Ani decided to talk about abortion, but that didn’t sit well
with her teacher—who told Ani she’'d have to get approval
from the school’s Heath Education Committee. “Fine,” Ani
said, “Who do | see to get on the agenda?’

Taken aback by Ani’sbold reply, the teacher suggested
she talk about teen pregnancy instead and mention that
abortion is an option that many teens choose. Ani says, “|
told her | wanted to do my presentation on abortion, and
that | would present it very objectively, becausein my opin-
ion the facts about abortion speak for themselves.

Planned Parenthood. Instead, Ani went to local pro-life sources
and borrowed models of fetuses at different stages of devel-
opment.

Ontheday of thetalk, Ani described abortion procedures
from RU-486 through partial birth abortion. She described the
stages of development during each abortion procedure, and
she talked about post-abortion stress and the abortion/breast
cancer link.

When she finished, Ani asked if there were any ques-
tions. “| expected people to try to argue with me,” she said,
“because there were afew very vocal pro-choice girlsin the
class.” But no one had any questions. “I had covered all the
pointsthat people normally try to argue, from the humanity of
the unborn child, to issues of overpopulation and the well-
being of the mother so thoroughly that nobody could argue
with me.” In fact, severa classmates thanked her later be-
cause they had no idea what abortion was all about.

“I'mglad | fought to do this presentation,” Ani concluded,
“not only because[my classmates] were ableto hear thetruth,
but because hopefully it will encourage students who come
after me to stand up for what isright.”

What a terrific story! And Ani is cor-
rect: Properly presented, scienceisour friend.

*Nobody,” she added, “needs someoneto [explain]  [o[falsfoinlilnlal  psthe secularistswho have the most to fear

that there is something morally wrong about abor-
tion once they hear the facts.”
Ani’s teacher was very upset and over the next

from what science reveals—whether it’sthe
humanity of the unborn child or the evidence
that pointstoward adivine Creator. Thefacts,

few weeks she made several more attemptsto change

asAni noted, always point toward moral truth.

Ani’smind. Ani’s parents—concerned that

Ani’s story is a reminder that we can

the conflict might hurt her final grade—
urged her to choose anocther topic.

stand up for the truth without hitting people
over the head with our Bibles. Sometimes—

Ani prayed about it, thentold her par-

as Ani putsit—all we need isthe courageto

ents she was going to stick to her guns.

stand up for what's right.

So shespokewith her school’sprincipal,

'"-n-..._..f

who told the teacher that Ani’stopic was

(Originally presented on “BreakPoint

with Chuck Colson,” 7/16/2001,

fine. Unbelievably, the teacher till didn’t

(

D Copyright (c) 2001 Prison Fel-

give up. She told Ani to get
her research materials from ( (

3 lowship Ministries. Reprinted
J ))j )with permission.)
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Dialogue with a Chrigtian Lesbian

Note: Names and distinguishing de-
tails have been changed to protect the
writer’s identity. However, 98% of the
words are hers.

Mr. Alcorn,

| am abig fan of your writing—both
your books and your articles. | recom-
mend you to Christians and non-Chris-
tians alike and visit your website
frequently. | have been resisting theurge
to write you for months. | am not one
for disagreement or debate, so | usually
avoidinviting peopleintomy life. | just
feel very strongly about a particular is-
sue and have been troubled by your
viewpoints. | feel burdened with the
need to reach out to you, with no ani-
mosity or disrespect, in regardsto it.

| agree almost 100% with you on
most issues on which you have written.
| am vehemently against abortion and
euthanasia. | consider adultery abhor-
rent and generally concur with your
views on modern secular psychology. |
am a“straddler” on the capital punish-
ment issue, but | fed God will revea that
to meintime.

| am a Christian. | wasraised in a
fairly “functional” Christian home. My
father is a social worker, my mother a
nurse, and they both love me very much
and gave me asolid upbringing. By the
grace of God, | have endured no “ma-
jor” traumas in my life. | have a very
closerelationship with Jesus Christ, | am
an active member of aspirit-filled, char-
ismatic church, | have close Christian
friends, | spend significant timereading
Scripture, | am striving to be a true
prayer warrior intercessing for family,
friends, church, children and our nation
and have seen many of my prayers an-
swered, | have a great relationship with
my parents, etc., etc. | say all of thisnot
to boast or turn attention to myself, but
to give you an idea of who | am, be-
cause | also happen to be gay.

My partner of five years is a devout
Chrigtian aswell. We pray together, wor-
ship together, have devotiona time to-
gether, and focus on Jesus Christ as the
center and cornerstone of our rel ationship.

We are completely monogamous and
have dedicated our rel ationship and our-
selvesasindividualsto God. Wewould
absolutely bemarriedif it werelegal. We
have prayed about our “lifestyle” (as
some would call it), have opened our
hearts to God's leading, and neither of
us feel the conviction of the Holy Spirit
that our relationship isa sin. We have
made other extremely difficult decisions
based on the leading of the Holy Spirit.
For example, both of us quit very lucra-
tive jobs because we were making the
pursuit of money and the approval of the
secular world our gods. Wedo not make
anywhere near the amount of money we
were making before and have had to
changeour lifestyledramatically, but we
are now where God wants us to be (or
at least closer toit!).

| just don’t understand why people
in the church—good, knowledgeable,
intelligent, kind Chrigtianslikeyourself—
continue to persecute and shut out gay
and leshian people based on passages
of Scripture that are very much open to
an interpretation very different from the
traditional stance the church hasalways
taken. | would expound on this myself,
but, despite the research | have done on
thistopic, | do not consider myself inany
way to be aBible scholar. Therefore, |
am going to rely on someonewhoismore
educated than meto elaborate on thissub-
ject. Walter Wink, Professor of Biblical In-
terpretation at Auburn Theological

Seminary in New York City, haswritten
an article that concisely and accurately
states what | have always believed to
betrue. | beg of youto read this article,
if only to see what the “other side” is
saying (even though | am sure you are
well-versed on that aready!). Think of
it asan educational, journalistic endeavor.
See www.melwhite.org/biblesays.html
| respect and admire you so much.
It deeply troubles methat someone with
such knowledge, conviction, and clear
thinking adheresto theideathat no prac-
ticing gay or leshian person can be a
Christian in a close, right relationship
with God. Whether you believe me or
not, | am proof that thereis such athing.
| truly appreciate and value your
time. If you made it this far, and have
read this entire e-mail, | thank you from
the bottom of my heart for valuing a
stranger enough to read her “two cents
worth.” | pray for you and thoseinvolved
in your ministry and for the important
work you are doing. Thank you again
for your time.
Your sister in Christ,
Shannon

Shannon,

| wish we could talk face to face so
you could hear my heart for you. Inyour
letter you said, “I just don’'t understand
why peoplein the church—good, knowl-
edgeable, intelligent, kind Christianslike
yoursel f—continueto persecute and shut
out gay and leshian people based on pas-
sages of Scripture that are very much
open to an interpretation.”

Firgt, if someoneis persecuting you,
they are not being kind. This does not
mean they are wrong in what they be-
lieve about homosexual behavior, but it
does mean that they are wrong in not
bearing the fruit of the Spirit. Some
people are just hateful. Someone may
be accurate in telling a woman “abor-
tionwill kill your baby,” but they may do
it in either aloving or a hateful way.

It's important that you understand
that just because someone disagrees
withyou, evenif they may think you are
making sinful choices, it does not mean
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they are persecuting you. Sometimes |
believe things not because | want to, but
because | feel compelled to. It would be
much easier for meif | believed, for in-
stance, that abortion doesn’t kill children.
It would be much easier if | kept silent
about it. (Sinceyou'reprolife, you prob-
ably understand that.) | may say to a
woman “abortion will kill your baby” in
themost lovingway | know how, but from
her point of view she may think I’m be-
ing hateful because of the horribleimpli-
cations of what I’ m saying, and of what
that means about what she is doing.

It would be much easier, and it would
make me feel much better to just say
“No problem, Shannon, | love you and
that means I’ll say however you want
toliveisjust finewith God.” Frankly,
Shannon, you seem extremely likeable,
and | felt akinship with you asyouwrote.
You seem likethekind of person|’d have
loved to have asasister. (I grew up with
one brother and always wished I'd had
a sister, so I've sort of adopted some
since then.) The last thing | want to do
is hurt or offend you. But our job is not
just to help each other feel better, but to
help each other be better. If | truly love
you, and | do, | will cometo you as Jesus
did, in grace and truth. Not truth without
grace, not grace without truth, but with
both.

Let me clarify I’'m not homopho-

bic, meaning | do not fear homosexu-
als. (Homophobic is now
construed by many to mean
disagreeing with homo-
sexuals, an interesting
twist on the real mean-
ing.) | attended ameet-
ing where dozens were
present, and | was the
only onewho hadn’t lived
as a homosexual. | didn’t
feel aneed to sit near an exit!
Yes, | disagreed with the homosexual
lifestyle (most of them did too), but | felt
no hatred or revulsion toward anyone
there, including thosetill involvedinit.

| invited a lesbian abortion activist
to lunch a few years ago and we sat for
four hours in honest dialogue. She did
not repulse me. | found her very like-
able. | recently talked with her on the
phone, and | consider her a friend even
today. (She has walked away from her
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lesbian relationship and her pro-abortion
activism, but at the time she was im-
mersed in both.)
| am very familiar with Mel White,
whose website you referred me to. In
fact he was involved in youth ministry
herein Portland many yearsago. | don't
know him personally, but | received a
letter from him years ago (aletter
to Oregon pastors) that | believe
was very twisted and misrep-
resented both the Scriptures
and a number of things that
were happening at the time.
While | have appreciated
some things I've heard Mel
White say, | have to be honest
and say | don't trust hisability to
separate his claimsabout the Bible
or the Christian life from hisown
personal experiences. He hasbuilt
his new “ministry” around a se-
riesof rationalizationsand justifi-
cations of choices he has made, some
of which dishonor the Lord he claimsto
serve. | feel no hate for him as | say
this, none whatsoever. | also do not hate
the people who perform abortions. But |
still believethey are dishonoring God.
| read the whole Walter Wink ar-
ticle carefully, making notesin the mar-
gins. | have often read similar things,
many when | was research-
ingmy first book inthe early
'80s (Christians in the
Wake of the Sexual Revo-
lution—recently updated
and republished as Restor-
ing Sexual Sanity; be glad
to send you a copy if you want
one). Wink takes the same ap-
proach to biblical interpretation
many people do. He starts with
hismodern bdiefs—includingthe
currently popular notion that homo-
sexuality is a matter of genes and des-
tiny as opposed to choosing to succumb
to atemptation—and works backwards,
trying to read some of them into Scrip-
ture. He refers to texts such as 1 Cor.
6:9and 1 Tim. 1:10 saying they are*am-
biguous.” But | know of no one prior to
our place and time who would have
thought these were “unclear,” as if the
real issue might just be sex for hire, not
homosexuality. | believe the texts them-
selves are much clearer than he admits.
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When Dr. Wink moves on to the
unequivocal condemnations, he dis-
misses these, stating as if it were fact
why he thinksthe Hebrews considered
homosexuality an abomination. He
cites population issues, which Scrip-
ture never does. God has a created or-

der in which He has decreed that
the only proper sexual intima-
cies occur within a hetero-

sexual legally binding
marriage. Now, we may
not likethat, but that’sthe
truth, regardliess of any
interpretive gymnastics
we might attempt to get
away from it.

Dr. Wink clearly believes
that the source of the law was
chauvinistic Hebrew men, not
God Himself. Well, inthat case,
why bother explaining anything
away? Why not just say “they
were abunch of pigsand God had noth-
ing to dowiththis, solet’sjust disregard
it"? He says “Paul knew nothing of the
modern psychosexual understanding....”
Yes. But instead of considering that per-
hapsthat modern understanding iswrong
and Paul was under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit (and thereforeright), Dr. Wink
ispatronizing and demeaning in discred-
iting the validity of Paul’s objectionsto
homosexuality.

Well, Paul either spoke the truth or
hedidn't. If hedidn’t, then why not just
turn our backson it and admit that’swhat
we'redoing?But if hedid, then we need
to cometo termswith what God's Word
isreally saying.

Dr. Wink also makes various false
claimsand grossgeneralizationssuch as
“adultery, which creates far more socia
havoc, is considered less sinful than ho-
mosexual activity. Yet no oneis calling
for [adulterers’] stoning. And we ordain
adulterers.”

Thisisfalse on many levels. First,
who ishetalking about? | do not think
heterosexual adultery is less sinful
than homosexual activity. And |
pastored and taught ethics for years at
the very kind of churches and colleges
he would assume believe and teach such
things. He also implies people are call-
ing for the stoning of homosexuals, yet
I’ve never once heard anyone do that.
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And his comment “we ordain adulter-
ers’ isentirely irrdlevant. (If hispointis,
many churches operate with hypocrisy,
well of course they do, but that hardly
functions as an argument for his case.)
Known child molesters have been or-
dained too, but that has nothing to dowith
whether homosexual acts are wrong in
the sight of God. | am convinced, Shan-
non, that any honest examination of
Scriptural teaching shows clearly that
they are.

Your letter seems to take refuge in
the fact that Dr. Wink is a scholar. But
many scholarsarewrong. | can giveyou
the names of countless scholarswho be-
lieve and teach that the Bible condemns
al sex outside of marriage. Calling on
scholarsismuch like lawyers calling on
expert doctors and psychol ogists aswit-
nesses. You can aways find someone
to back up the point you want to believe,
or want to make the jury believe. But it
doesn’'t matter that the doctor has de-
grees—his testimony could still be
wrong. Dr. Wink makes some
valid points, of course, but |
take issue with many claims

he makes. .

For instance, his comments
about Song of Solomon being acel-
ebration of fornication are off base. He
says “the Bible has no sexua ethic.” |
disagree. His pleas to “live by the love
ethic of Jesus’ sounds wonderful, but if
the actual teachings of Scripture aren’t
our guide, we will smply decree any-
thing to be“ Christlike” if wewant to do
it and “unchristlike” if it makes us un-
comfortable. (Hence we, not Christ, are
our own authorities.) He seems to ut-
terly fail to understand what Scripture
cals the wickedness of the heart, our
tendency toward self-deception and de-
monic deception. He has adopted the
spirit of theage and placed himself above
Scripture asits judge.

Where is Dr. Wink going to take
this? Maybe he still believes adultery is
wrong, I'm not sure. But if his wife
doesn’t meet his needs, | could see him
developing an ethical framework jus-
tifying adultery, then writing another
paper giving ascholarly defense of adul-
tery fromthe Bible, showing how twisted
traditionalists have made us think the
Bibleactually condemned adultery, when
infact it really doesn’t. (Or arguing that
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even where the Bible condemns adul-
tery, it is wrong because it didn’t have
the benefit of our modern psychological
understanding of why adultery can ac-
tually beagood thing.)

One thought on the issue of unfair-
ness. | know people who are handi-
capped, whowill never walk againinthis
life or never see. Is that unfair? In one
sense, yes. Most other people can walk
and see, why not them? Is it unfair to
have asexual attraction which God says
you cannot righteously act out? Well, it
isextremely difficult. But it iscertainly
not impossible. (In fact, | know people
with very strong heterosexual desires
and otherswith very strong homosexual
desireswholliveinlifelong sexual ab-
stinence.)

Those who think that having a
genetic root therefore makes athing
legitimate should consider the re-

.‘_
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search suggesting there may be “a
rapist’s gene,” that men who commit
rape tend to have certain chromosomal
patterns. Thismay or may not provetrue,
but suppose for amoment it did. Would
you consider it a legitimate thing for a
man to commit rape just because he has
agenetic condition that giveshimamuch
stronger temptation toward rape than
someone €else has?

You may fedl that's a poor analogy
because rape hurts someone and con-
senting homosexual actsdon’t. Yet God
condemns not only adultery, but forni-
cation, premarital sex between consent-
ing people. Consent and lack of betraying
someone else don’t automatically make
a behavior right. We should see the
larger picture of a God whose holiness
isviolated by our sin. And certainly His
heart isgrieved when Hischildren choose
to violate His standards of holiness. We
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should ask not only if our choices hurt
ourselvesand others, but if they hurt our
Lord.

Asl fedl sorry for someonewho will
never walk again, | feel very sorry for
those who want to be married, but have
no desire to be married to the only ones
God (not just society) permits them to
marry, those of the opposite gender. But
my sorrow and empathy do not negate
the objective teaching of Scripture. Itis
never loving peopleto mislead theminto
thinking that God permitswhat Hein fact
condemns.

There are many things Scripture
teaches that disturb me, Shannon, that |
would rather not believe. One of themiis

the doctrine of hell. | find it very trou-
bling and difficult tothink of eternd suf-
fering. | have a friend, a writer, who
has come to the conclusion that be-
cause God is more loving than heis,
and he would never send someone to
hell, therefore God never would, and
there cannot be such athing asan eter-
nal hell.
Well, the problem is, God is
=" God and we're not. My job isn’t
to try to pretend the Bible says
what | wish it said, but to believe
what it does in fact say. If there's
aconflict between my way of think-
ing and what the Bible says, instead
of trying toreinterpret the Bibletofit
with my beliefs, | need to change my be-
liefs to make them conform to what God
says. That's why | believe in an eterna
hell, election, and other doctrinesthat once
troubled me and in some cases till do.

Inthissense, | think an atheist homo-
sexual is being much more honest about
theBiblethan Mel White. Hewill tell you
that the Bible clearly and consistently con-
demnsall sex outside of marriage, includ-
ing homosexual relations. He simply
choosesto reject that teaching. But Mel
White and others are often unwilling to
outright reject Scripture. They twistitto
fit their inclinationsand thinking and pref-
erences. (I have done that in the past my-
self with various doctrines, and probably
gtill dowithout redlizingit.)

Dr. Wink finally gets very honest
near the end of the article when he
says, “Where the Bible mentions ho-
mosexual behavior at all, it clearly con-
demnsit. | freely grant that. Theissueis
precisely whether that Biblical judgment

PAGE
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is correct.” There—at last he hits the
nail on the head. | believe the Bible is
correct. He believesitisnot, and that is
the basisfor hisown moral conclusions.

So, Shannon, it comes down to
this—do you agree with Dr. Wink (and
with me) that the Bible clearly con-
demns homosexual behavior? Sec-
ondly, do you agree with Dr. Wink that
the Bible is dead wrong? Or do you
agreewithmethat itisright? You can’t
haveit both ways. If you' re appealing
to Dr. Wink’s arguments, you're ulti-
mately appealing to hisdisbelief in the
Scriptures.

This | know, Shannon, and it
grieves me to say it, but | must be-
cause | am commanded to speak the
truth in love: Christ has something
much higher for you than disobedience
to His decrees and principles. He
wants something great for you, some-
thing that brings him glory and brings
you joy. And whether or not you rec-
ognizeit, if you arein fact engaged in
sex outside of the only kind of mar-
riage God recognizes, you arelivingin
sin. If | am living in sin, whether in
greed or pride or lust, my sin may very
well beasbad in God’ssight asyours.
But that doesn’t mean that yoursisn't
real. (I search my own heart, asking
God to make me aware of hidden sins,
and to give me the courage to repent
of them.)

| wish | could meet you faceto face
and put my arms around you. | wish |
could make you believe that | love you,
and far more importantly, that Jesus
loves you just as you are, but loves you
too much to let you stay that way. He
has not put his decrees there as baseball
bats to bludgeon you with, but as guard-
rails to keep you from plunging off the
cliff and destroying yourself. If | was a
doctor and you came to me saying you
were bothered that someone had given
you adiagnosis of cancer, | would hope
that | could give you what you wanted
to hear: “clean bill of health—no can-
cer.” But if the test results showed can-
cer, agood doctor wouldn’t do that. He
wouldtry to saveyour life by telling you
the truth and suggesting the necessary
treatment. | have wept for you, asking
God to show this to you. | know that's
not what you want to hear. But | believe
it'swhat you need to hear.
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You strike me as sincere, Shannon.
But | also believe you are deceived.
Satan is a liar, and he is whispering
liesin your ear. He is convincing you
that because you believe most of the
right things and engagein many Chris-
tian practices and are sincere, there-
fore you are justified in doing what
God saysyou-should not.

| ask you to take a fresh look at
God'sWord, not trying to back up what
an ungodly culture has taught you to
believe, but asking God to show you
what is really true. He never com-
mands usto do anything—or to abstain
from anything—that He does not give
us the power to carry out. There is
the cancer of sinin your life—but there
is corrective surgery to deal with it.
Confession, repentance, and transfor-
mation of living obediently, and getting
hel p from supportive, loving Christians
who believe the Word of God and seek
to follow Jesus even when it's costly,
even'when it breaks your heart. Some-
times the joy doesn’t come until after
we've walked the path of heartbreak.
(Speaking of heartbreak, would you
ask Jesus if some of your choices are
breaking His heart?7l. must.ask the
same, and | do.)

| am not saying you should change
your behavior to earn God's grace. You
can’t earn God's grace—it's a free gift.
You don't deserve God' sgrace any more
than | do. If we deserved God's grace,
we wouldn't need it.

But if we embracethe grace of God,
it will break our hearts to engage in the
sins of the heart and the outward be-
havior that sent Him to the cross for us.
We want to live like what we are— “If
anyonebein Christ heisanew creation;
the old hasgone, all things have become
new” (2 Cor. 5:17).
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What you need is exactly what |
need, every day and every hour—anin-
fusion of God's sovereign grace. His
grace alone empowers us to live holy
lives. | pray you will give yourself over
to His grace. | encourage you to read
carefully Romans 3-8. God's Word has
an authority that mine, Dr. Wink’s and
Mel White's certainly do not. Don’'t ask
what othersthink—read and ask God what
He thinks. Because that alone is true.

There are many people—I know a
number personally—who have broken
out of homosexual relationships. | know
thisisn’t what you want, but it is what
God wants. (I base this on the teaching
of Scripture, not speculation.) And if |
can beof helptoyou, pleaselet me know.
You are likely familiar with them, but if
you're not, here are some addresses,
phone numbers and websites of groups
reaching out to and ministering to
peoplein your exact situation. [Exodus
International/North America, PO Box
540119, Orlando, FL 32854;
www.exodusintl.org; Lovein Action, PO
Box 171444, Memphis, TN 38187, 901-
767-6700, www.loveinaction.org]

From your notes, | feel | know you,
Shannon. And | want you to know that |
love you. You are worth anything that |
could do for you, and much more. Jesus
has donefor youwhat | can’t, and wants
to do for you more besides. Please ask
Him to show you what's true and right
and what He really wants for you—not
what you want and what others want
for you, but what He wants. Listen to
HisWord for the answers, and call upon
Him to show you thetruth and empower
youtoliveit.

| am praying for you right now, and
will continueto inthe coming days.

Investing in Eternity,
Randy Alcorn

WISE WORDS

We should live our lives so that, when the time comes to die, the only

thing left to do is die.

Jim Elliot

Sin is pursuit of happiness outside of God and half-hearted pursuit of

happiness in God.

Dr. John Piper

The one concern of the devil is to keep the saints from praying. He
fears nothing from our prayerless work, or prayerless religion. He
laughs at our toil, he mocks our wisdom, but he trembles when we pray.
Samuel Chadwick
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TheRoad to Bdief

Dear Randy,

meet.

Templeton at the moment.

self-sacrifice.

such an ominous unknown.

open mind...and an open heart.
Heck, Randy...I’m scared.
Respectfully, Dave

| wanted to thank you for taking this afternoon time out of your busy schedule so we could
| gather you’ ve seen it thousands of times—where one is comforted by simply being able to
share their worries, frustrations, conflicts and anxieties. Yes, | have unsettled gquestions of the
theoretical and academic. And yet, | can stand upon my tip-toes, look down my path and see that
making a commitment grounded in faith is what yields my greatest anxiety.

As | study, | am seeing more and more that faith is “in fact” what seems to make the commitment
so comforting for those who do give themselves to Christ. | truly do find myself in the shoes of Mr.

Our son and daughter were over tonight for dinner and Bible study. Tonight's chapter was on
| had done my homework except for answering the commitment question: * What do
you believe the Lord is calling you to sacrifice in order to serve someone else?”

| finally had to get it out on the table that as a “ bystander” I'd say that looking over the fence |
see a very, very significant sacrifice that is awaiting me if | make a commitment to Christ. For this| am
very, very scared. | explained it as though one may see enormous clouds off in the distance. | don't
know how big the rain drops are going to be, but there’'s going to be a lot. | seeiit, it's out there.

| feel that | can't straddle this line of indecisiveness for a long time. And, | have great fear of

My wife shared with us how she has been having a vision of how she and | might serve Christ
together. Unfortunately |1 don't have such clarity.

But | do know that | have a responsibility to my wife and my family and to
those including yourself, for me to carry out this investigation with an

Dear Dave,

Your comments concerning your fears and anxieties about
meeting Christ remind me of one of C. S. Lewis's children’s
stories. In The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, volume
one of the Chronicles of Narnia, one of the children asks
Mr. and Mrs. Beaver about Aslan the Lion, who isafigure of
Christ:

“IsAdan quitesafe?| shall feel rather nervous about
meeting alion.”

“That you will dearie, and no mistake,” said Mrs.
Beaver. “If there’'sanyone who can appear before Aslan
without their knees knocking, they’ re either braver than
most or just plainsilly.”

“Then heisn't safe?’ said Lucy.

“Safe?’ said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs.
Beaver tells you? Who said anything about safe? Of
course heisn't safe. But he'sgood. He'sthe King, | tell
you.”

God is good. But until we understand the truth that Heis
not safe, that He is not under our control, until we come to
grips with the truth of His uncompromising holiness, we will
never begin to grasp His amazing grace.

Soinasense, Dave, you areright to be afraid. God is not
agenie, under our control. He is the master. When we fancy
ourselves masters, it can be intimidating to agree to being a

servant. We are saying, “ You call the shots. You' rein charge.”
Of course, even if we don’t say those things, they're still
true! Christ is in charge of the universe whether or not we
recognize Him—abut when we do, we honor Him by submit-
ting to Hislordship.

He may cal us to do things that make us uneasy. If He
does, He promises to be there with us. He's in charge. In
many passages of Scripture, God calls upon us to fear Him.
But once our sins are confessed He says we can warmly
embrace Him, come to Him as “Abba, Father” (meaning
Papa or Daddy). We can come boldly before His throne with
the access only permitted to the King’s children. We still fear
Him, but in away that does not diminish our lovefor Him, or
His for us. When my daughters were growing up they knew
my lovefor them, but they were also very nervous when they
knew they’d done something | wouldn’t approve of. If you
come to know Christ you will fear Him, yes, but because you
will love Him whol eheartedly, and sense Hislovefor you, the
fear will not be adistant and distressing thing.

Ecclesiastes 8:13 says, “ Yet because the wicked do not
fear God, it will not gowell withthem.” Fearing God isin our
best interests. If you have not accepted Christ’s gift of salva
tion, you are still an enemy of God (Romans 5:10), and you
have every reason to fear. If you died today you would go to
hell rather than heaven. I’ m not saying thisto try to pressure
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you or make you feel bad, Dave. I'm saying it because |
believe it’s true, and the greatest kindness we can offer each
other isthe truth.

So it comesdown to this. We all must fear. But if you fear
God, you need fear no one and nothing else, even the devil. If
you do not fear God, you will ultimately end up fearing many
things besides Him.

Here's another of my fa
vorite passages from the &5
Chronicles of Narnia,
this one from The Silver
Chair, whereyoung Jill is
very thirsty, but the great
lion, Adan, isstanding by the
water:

’ﬁ
7 N
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kingsand emperors, citiesand realms,” said theLion. It
didn’t say this asif it were boasting, nor asif it were
sorry, nor asif it were angry. It just said it.

“1 dare not come and drink,” said Jill.

“Thenyouwill dieof thirst,” said the Lion.

“Oh dear!” said Jill, coming another step nearer. “I
suppose | must go and look for another stream then.”
“There is no other stream,” said the

il Lion

il .
/////// So, Dave, you may indeed fear the
Wonrt Truth. But in the final analysis,

thereisno other Truth. Andjust
as Jill discovered—but only
by going to the stream to

\

RN

N\ R drink—that the Lion wasthe

\ g answer to her thirst, soif you

‘Nw , place your faith in Christ, you
,,:un will discover He is the answer to

W\ yours.
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do anything to me, if | do \(/(, i /, A "f/w

“Will you promise not to

come?’ said Jill.
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“| makeno promise,” saidthe W \\\i;

Wt S .
Lion.. W 2 (! It was good to talk with you
“Do you eat girls?” she - 7 F» and aspecial treat to meet your
askec: A lowed /T//// & :,Z__ N wife. You'rein my prayers.
“I have swallow W e 1) £ . .
up girls and boys, o ,,‘,, '””:/;/Zf/;‘ff” W= Investingin Eternity,
women and men @-« s~ — &2 Randy Alcorn
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Randy,

Today at church | asked Christ to enter into my life.

| am so grateful for the support that you and my wife have provided me. You cannot imagine.
By “ coincidence” our neighbor popped in yesterday to ask about some unrelated topic, and we
chatted. Come to find out that his wife was originally an atheist when they had first met. Both are
devout Christians.

It was a very enlightening conversation, as he described her path to Christ. As so many others
have, he offered his support and prayers for me.

And...we needed a new set of Bible study materials. My wife's daughter recommended one (she
and her husband participate with us weekly). My wife and | picked them up, | reviewed the guide
and that was where it all fell into place: Revelations 3:20

Then, | was reading Luke last night and was overwhelmed with anxiety. How can | possibly
meet the expectations of what Christ preached? | queried my wife and she said that with Christ you
are forgiven of your sins and He is there to support you in your efforts. | gathered that if the same
one that is setting the expectations is also willing to help me in my quest to achieve those expecta-
tions then | have a chance.

But it isn't a test, is it? Rather it is the integrity and purity of my testimony in my commitment to
God in the name of Jesus Christ that is of measure.

Heck, | get rather confused.

Regardless, | am clear on the following:

» There is a God.
* | have sinned (actually, my life's been quite a mess).
* Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and as God Himself, died to forgive us of our sins.
* | believe in Christ and have accepted Him into my heart and soul.
| dearly thank you so very much. Now | really have so much to
learn and | look forward to my dialogue with Christ to assist
me in my ways.
With Love and Prayers, Dave




What is Spiritual
L eader ship?

Excerpts from Henry Blackaby's new book, Spiritual
Leadership, 2001, published by Broadman and Holman

1. A Calli NQg. “Holding aleadership positionin
a Christian organization does not make one a spiritual
leader. Spiritual leadership isnot an occupation: itisacall-

ing.” (Page xi)

2. LeadersYou Can Trudt.« Peopleknow
intuitively that claiming to be aleader or holding aleadership
position does not make someone a leader. People are warily
looking for leaders they can trust.” (Page 5)

3. Leadership Based on Scripture.

“The trend among Christian leaders has been for an almost
indiscriminate and uncritical acceptance of secular leadership
theory without measuring it against the timeless precepts of
Scripture.” (Page 10)

4. God’sAuthorityin the Spiritual
and Secular Realm.

“The problem was the Israelites’ assumption that spiritual
concerns, such as righteous living and obedience to God,
belonged in the religious realm while the practical issues
of doing battle with enemies, strengthening the economy,
and unifying the country were secular matters. They for-
got that God himself had won their military victories, brought
them prosperity, and created their nation. He was as ac-
tive on the battlefield as he was in the worship service.
When the Israelites separated spiritual concerns from po-
litical and economic issues, their nation was brought to its
knees. Scripture indicates that it is a mistake to separate
the spiritual world from the secular world.” (Page 13)
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5. God'sLeading for Leaders. “spiri-
tual leadership is not restricted to pastors and missionaries. It
isthe responsihility of all Christians whom God wants to use
to make adifferencein their world. The challenge for today’s
leadersisto discern the difference between the latest leader-
ship fads and timeless truths established by God.” (Page 14)

6. God's Agen da. “Thereareanumber of hel p-
ful definitions of leadership available, but we believetrue spiri-
tual leadership can bedefined in one concise statement: Spiritua
leadership is moving people on to God's agenda.” (Page 20)

7. Valuable Modél of Leadership.

“Too often leaders allow secular models of leadership to cor-
rupt the straightforward model set forth by Jesus.” (Page 24)

8. Leading Through Obedience.
“Jesus has established the model for Christian leaders. It is

not found in his‘methodology.” Rather, it is seen in his abso-
lute obedience to the Father’'s will.” (Page 28)

9. Look and Listen to the Father.
“If Jesus provides the model for spiritual leadership, then the
key is not for leaders to develop visions and to set the direc-
tionfor their organizations. Thekey isto obey and to preserve
everything the Father reveals to them of hiswill.” (Page 29)

10. Pleas ng God. Spiritual leaders do not try

to satisfy the goals and ambitions of the people they lead but
those of the God they serve.” (Page 29)

11. Seeking and Acting. « spiritual leaders
seek God’swill, whether it isfor their church (mission) or for
their corporation, and then they marshal their peopleto pursue
God's plan.” (Page 30)

12. Bei ng Christ-Like. « just as christians

are awarethat aworldly lifestyle can discredit their Christian
witness to others, so leaders know that a careless lifestyle
can diminish their credibility in the eyes of their followers.”

(Page 158)

count.)

$5.00 Book Sale!

] We have an overstock of Edge of Eternity and Lord Foulgrin’s

Letters. Both books retail for $14.95 each, but we’ll sell them
for $5.00 per copy and no shipping charges. If ordered by case
lots, the discount will be even bigger, $4.00 per copy—Edge of
Eternity hardcover (10 books per case), Lord Foulgrin’s Letters
(24 books per case). Call EPM at 503-663-6481 to order or
email Bonnie at bhiestand@epm.org. (Please mention the spe-
cial sale price when ordering to be sure and receive the best dis-

R.IJ
Fourerin
LETTERS B
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= = values of being educated were not affected by the fact of
WI m Om I n a war, and so they should get on with their academic work.
Thus they would glorify God. For trusting God for the fu-

= ture, and attending to present daily duties and tasks, isthe

T I m e Of War way to honor God in wartime, as at all other times.
Lewis sharply denies that the experience of war in any

form changes everything, as some have been saying that Sep-

by J. 1. Packer tember 11 did. Writing half a century ago of nuclear
T war, he risked sounding unfeeling in order to enforce

C. S. Lewis said, “...If the war has made me sy 4 theway of wisdom:
reconcile myself with the fact that thereissin in f# Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all

human beings, | shall no longer go with my head &/ 4
in the clouds, or buried in the sand like an os- f*"" y
trich, but | shall be wishing to face facts as they Pat
are.” And that will beagood thing, for “itisnot ~ }=
being reconciled to the fact of sin that produces ‘,-, "
al the disastersin life.”

Lewis's Screwtape knows this to be true. [-* 4
He tells Wormwood not to hope for too much |/ 14
from thewar, for it will not destroy thefaithof | -
real believers and will under God produce a |
measure of realism about life, death, and the f
issues of eternity that was not there before. ]
“One of our best weapons, contented
worldliness, is rendered useless,”
moaned Screwtape. “Inwartimenot "

even ahuman can believe that heis * like frightened sheep and thinking about
going to liveforever.” bombs. They may break our bodies

“War,” said Lewis the preacher, ’ i (any microbe can do that) but they need
“makes death real to us; and that would not dominate our minds.

have been regarded as one of its blessings by most of the

great Christians of the past.” Then he told his audience of (Thisisaportion of an article which appeared in Chritianity
undergraduates that they were at Oxford to study, that the Today, January 7, 2002.)

whom you love were already sentenced to death
before the atomic bomb was invented; and quite
a high percentage of us were going to diein un-
pleasant ways.... It is perfectly ridiculousto go
about whimpering and drawing long faces be-
cause the scientists have added one more
chance of painful and premature death to a
world which already bristled with such chances
and in which death itself was not a chance
but a certainty.... Let that bomb when it
comes find us doing sensible and human
things—praying, working, teaching, listening
to music, bathing the children, playing ten-
nis, chatting to our friends over a pint and
a game of darts—not huddled together

i"\-\.'-

Beforel GIve You Away: Qi o st st
A Parent’SThoughtS on y & ment, and that two people in love dedi-
Marriage VL5l

cate themselvesto each other for life.
“In sickness and in hedlth, for
richer and for poorer” means what

. b ,»".!' it suggests. Character doesn't be-

by William L. Coleman il lieve marriage is aturnstile, a stop

. - on theroad, or aphasein life. Mar-

A Question of Character /TN riageisn'tan experiment to dabble
FETTE e at to seeif it works out.

Of al the strengths you bring into a marriage, noneis  //// ||/
more valuable than your character. That may not sound as
exotic as romance, wit, or charm, but character isthe beam /.
that holdsthe structure together. Without it marriageislittle
more than cotton candy or shifting winds.

Good character is never fickle. People who have ./
it stand like rocks when the going getstough. They -/
aren’t dependable one day and flaky tomorrow. .~/ /
They don’t run like scared rabbits when the = I
relationship starts to rattle. Character means | | ingful affection. Only those who
we stay and stand even when we aredown learn to blend reach true inti-

; \ ! —
on each other. ___,_ff "‘f-q..__.fa' _— macy.

Love isn't for irresponsible
people. It isn't for the immature.
Marriagewasn't created for those
who can’t tell time, keep appoint-
ments, call home, leave notes, or
keep in touch. Love is too good
to be wasted on independent

souls. Only thetruly interdepen-
dent know how to share mean-

&
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Letters to

Thank you for your honesty and
bluntness in your books. You have
opened my eyessincel first read Dead-
line through Dominion, Foulgrin's Let-
ters, Ishbane Conspiracy to Safely
Home. | am more sensitive to the Holy
Spirit, and have gained adeeper lovefor
my Lord, poring over His Word like |
have never done before. | have shared
a few of your books with my mother,
and shetoo hasfelt arenewal in her life
that isvery exciting. Asasister in Chrigt,
| hope to encourage you to keep on in
your good work.

J.E.

The Ishbane Conspiracy is one of
the best books| havereadinalongtime.
Asayouth director | wish | could get all
my youth and parents to read it. Every
parent of achild of any age should read
it and so should anyone else for that
matter. It made me think about things |
had never thought of before. One of my
youth, whom | had recommended the
book to, called me and told me she could
no longer watch her favorite TV show,
because the book convicted her about
what she put in her mind. Everyone |
haveloaned it to lovesit.

L.F, Flower Mound, TX

| have been wanting to send you this
note for a long time, ever since | bor-
rowed your book Edge of Eternity from
thelibrary. | lovedit so muchthat | bought
the book to send to my 45-year-old
brother, Chris, who was at that time
going through cancer treatments. It be-
came his second favorite book, after the
Bible. He read it several times and said
it really spoketo him. Hefelt like hewas
the“pilgrim” and could relateto hismany
different experiences, especially since
Chris had spent six months on the Ap-
palachian Trail one year earlier which
turned out to be a spiritual journey as
well as aphysical one.

We have since then read several
of your other books, including your
wonderful fiction, and loved the em-
phasison living for eternity instead of
for thetrivial. What awonderful mes-
sage that is. However, | have to remind
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myself of it daily asthe distractions
and drudgery of day-to-day life
sap my spiritual energy.

My brother, Chris,
passed to the other side "=
yesterday. The visions of —~ -
heaven described in your writings
helped him immensely. In fact, they
helped al of us to let go of him, con-
vinced hewas being welcomed into eter-
nity by loved ones as well as Christ
Himsdf. | know your rendition of heaven
isbased on Scripture, but that you don’t
pretend to know for certain. | think it's
enough to know how much the Father
loves us. Whatever He has planned for
His children will be perfect and won-
derful inevery way. | especialy loved a
statement in one of your novels regard-
ing whether pets will bein heaven. The
response to the child with the question
was that if that's what would make
you happy, God will probably do it. |
know | don’t have that exactly right,
but that was the gist of it and it has
stayed with me. My brother Terry read
to Chris from some of your books as
he was dying. Also, taking a cue from
your novel Deadline, he and my
mother read scripturesto him. It truly
was aperfect departure fromthisworld
into the next as he heard the Word of
hisloving God.

| too am battling cancer. | was di-
agnosed with breast cancer last year and
am just now finishing up my treatments.

My prognosis is good so | plan to be g

around for a while.
However, because of
your inspiration | am
not afraid of dying. ——
| try very hard to ' ©
keep my eyes |
on God and
topraiseHim
through the
joy and the ™ \
sorrow. I'm trying to keep my eyes .
on eternity and not get bogged down * .
with the minor annoyances of life.
By concentrating on eternity
there is a sense of urgency to
share the Good News with oth-
ers, especidly those | love so

B

-
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much. | don't want

. them to miss the oppor-
ol tunity of spending eternity with
our Lord.

| wanted you to know how much
you’'ve impacted our lives. Not just
Chris'sand mine, but my brother Terry’s
and my mother’slife. Wejust keep pass-
ing around our latest Randy Alcorn
books. They prepared us for the inevi-
table passing of my brother, and for that

we are “eternally” grateful.
D.K.

My wife & | want to thank you so
much for helping us understand that the
“birth control pill” is really a potential
abortifacient. Although from my under-
standing the pill many timeswon'’t cause
an abortion, the fact that it certainly can
and surely hasdone so isenough to cause
any Christian to pause and think: “Could
| ever justify behaving in such away that
| knew that what | was doing could pos-
sibly cause the death of aninnocent baby
that God has given to me?’ | think that
profound question speaks for itself. |
believe it was late last year when we
read your book Does the Birth Control
Pill Cause Abortions? We read the info
& it shocked my wife & I. | knew we
had to stop using the pill from that mo-
ment on, even though weweren't sure
| exactly what we were going to do.
Well, God has blessed us with a child
that is on the way. Next Wednesday
we' re going to have the ultrasound to

find out if it's going to be a boy or
girl. Tothose of you out there who
were just like us less than a year
ago, just ask yoursdlf the question
[t mentioned above and then write to
! get Randy’s straighforward, fact-
' filled book and see for yourself.
Pray to God to help you make the
right decision. None of uswants
to do what God would hate, &
that’ shurt an unborn baby, God
blessyou & thank you somuch!
A.R.
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A.W. Tozer on Trials& Pain. ..

TheMinistry of the Night

ut there is alimit to man’s ability to live without joy.
B Even Christ could endure the cross only because of

the joy set before Him. The strongest steel breaks if
kept too long under unrelieved tension. God knows exactly
how much pressure each one of us can take. He knows how
long we can endure the night, so He givesthe soul relief, first
by welcome glimpses of the morning star and then by the
fuller light that harbingersthe morning.

Slowly youwill discover God'slovein your suffering. Your
heart will begin to approve the whole thing. You will learn
fromyourself what all the schoolsin theworld could not teach
you—the healing action of faith without supporting pleasure.
Youwill fed and understand the ministry of the night; its power
to purify, to detach, to humble, to destroy the fear of death
and, what is more important to you at the moment, the fear of
life. And you will learn that sometimes pain can do what even
joy cannot, such as exposing the vanity of earth’s trifles and
filling your heart with longing for the peace of heaven.

That Incredible Christian, 122-124.

|t Works

Ten thousand enemies cannot stop a Christian, cannot
even slow him down, if he meetsthem in an attitude of
completetrust in God. They will becometo him likethe
atmosphere that resists the airplane, but which because the
plane’s designer knew how to take advantage of that resis-
tance, actually lifts the plane aloft and holds it there for a
journey of 2,000 miles. What would have been an enemy to
the plane becomes a helpful servant to aid it on its way....

If thisshould seem like abit of theorizing, remember that
always the greatest Christians have come out of hard times
and tough situations. Tribulations actually worked for their
spiritua perfectioninthat they taught them to trust not inthem-
selves but in the Lord who raised the dead. They |earned that
the enemy could not block their progress unless they surren-
dered to the urgings of the flesh and began to complain. And
slowly, they learned to stop complaining and start praising. It
isthat ssmple—and it works!

We Travel an Appointed Way, 32-33.

Forcedto Our Knees

The experiences of men who walked with God in olden
times agree to teach that the Lord cannot fully bless a
man until He has first conquered him. The degree of
blessing enjoyed by any man will correspond exactly with the
compl eteness of God's victory over him....

Wemight well pray for God to invade and conquer us, for
until He does, we remain in peril from a thousand foes. We
bear within usthe seeds of our own disintegration.... Deliver-
ance can cometo us only by the defeat of our old life. Safety
and peace come only after we have been forced to our knees.
God rescues us by breaking us, by shattering our strength and
wiping out our resistance. Then He invades our natures with
that ancient and eternal life which is from the beginning. So
He conquers us and by that benign conquest saves us for
Himsealf. The Pursuit of Man, 45,50.

WeMay Expect Troubles

eareall idedlists. We picture to ourselves alife on

earth completely free from every hindrance, akind

of spiritual Utopia where we can aways control
events, where we can move about as favorites of heaven,
adjusting circumstancesto suit ourselves. Thiswefee would
be quite compatible with the life of faith and in keeping with
the privileged place we hold as children of God.

In thinking thus we simply misplace ourselves; we mis-
take earth for heaven and expect conditions here below which
can never be realized till we reach the better world above.
While we live we may expect troubles, and plenty of them.
We are never promised alife without problems aslong aswe
remain among fallen men....

What then are we to do about our problems? We must
learnto livewith them until such time as God deliversusfrom
them. If we cannot remove them, then we must pray for grace
to endure them without murmuring. Problems patiently en-
dured will work for our spiritual perfecting. They harm us
only when we resist them or endure them unwillingly.

Of God and Men, 121-122.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

You can help EPM cut down on costs by notify-
ing us of your new address as soon as possible.
Thanks!

Please let us know if you no longer wish to
receive the newsletter. We want to send it to any-
one interested, but want to be good stewards as
well.
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The Persecution of
Christians Today

by Rev. Johan Candelin, Director
World Evangelical Fellowship
ReligiousLiberty Commission

L et me start by saying that many people find it very sur-
prising, even unbelievable, that in today’s world the largest
group of people being persecuted for their faith are Chris-
tians. Thisseemsall the more unusual because Christianity is
theworld’slargest religion.

| am fully aware that other religions, whether Buddhist,
Hindu, Muslim or others also suffer in various contexts, and
we shall addressthese situationsin subsequent articles. How-
ever, for the present we will focus on Christians, due to the
urgency of the situation.

Incredibly, more than 200 million people in over 60 na-
tionsare being denied their basic human rightsfor one reason
only: they are Christians. The main reason Christians are be-
ing persecuted today isthe smplefact that Christianity isgrow-
ing fastest in countries where human rights are being violated
or do not exist.

Oneof my tasksasdirector of the Religious Liberty Com-
mission is to represent these Christians—both Catholic and
Protestant—at the United Nations Commission for Human
Rightsin Geneva, aswell asin other contexts.

I would therefore like to give a brief
analysisof theglobal situation regarding per-
secution of Christians. Thisanalysisisbased
on reports from 114 countries and personal
visits to many countries where Christian
people suffer.

The Great Paradigm Shift

The persecution of Christiansgoeshand-in-
hand with some important trends taking
placearound theworld. I’ dliketo namefive:

1. Conflicts tend increasingly to occur
within states, rather than between them. In
such situations, religioustensionsare likely
to increase. We are al familiar with the
heart-rending struggles in Kosovo, Bosnia,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Chechnya, Northern Ire-
land and East Timor, to name but a few.

Thewhole structure of the UN was cre-
ated after the Second World War, and is de-
signed to solve conflicts between states, not within them.
Human rightsareincreasingly at the core of civil conflict, and
added to that is the way countries like China, Russia and In-
donesia interpret the whole issue of human rights—in other
words, that human rights are each country’s own internal af-
fair. This places two fundamenta principles on a collision
course with one another: the sovereignty of the state, and the
universal nature of human rights.
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2. Many countries with a colonia past are seeking their
own identity. Very often, this has strong tiesto areligion. We
seethisclearly, for example, in Asia: Pakistan adheresto Is-
|am, Indiato Hinduism, Indonesiaalso to Islam, and Sri Lanka
to Buddhism.

It isworth noting that the search for a national identity is
strongest in five of the eight countries that together make up
more than half of the world population. These are China, In-
dia, Indonesia, Bangladesh and Pakistan. In each of these
countries, Christians are finding them-
savesinincreasingly tensesituations, be-
cause they are painted as bearers of the
religion brought by former colonia pow-
ers, and thus are considered a threat to
national harmony.

3. Developments in the Muslim
world are likely to have an increasing
impact on the lives of Christians within
the next decade. The population growth
in the Arab world is 4.3 per cent, com-
pared with economic growth of only 0.5
per cent. The population is very young,
and this creates the conditions for the
growth of radical elements.

4. Thereisagreat difference between
the West's view of redlity and that of the
developing countries. The West often in-
terprets global thinking as its own world
view written large. But ways of thinking,
interpretation and culture differ far more than Westernersthink.
The West must be ready to listen, and to listen as never before.

5. 1 would like to say something here about the growth of
the Christian Church. There is a clear misunderstanding in
Europetoday that religionisno longer relevant to the modern
world. Nothing could be further from the truth. The amazing
factisthat of theworld’ssix billion people, only atiny propor-
tion—151 million—call themselves atheists. There are two
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billion Christians, 1.2 billion Muslims, 786 million Hindusand
362 million Buddhists. Religionis, and will continueto be, at
the very centre of our world, at the centre of the conflicts
within it, and also at the centre of how these conflicts are
resolved in the next millennium.

Thesefive paradigm shiftsarethe principle reasons Chris-
tians are being persecuted today, and most likely why it will
continuein the future.

However, there is a sixth paradigm shift that is very
important. This is partnership. The European Union is an
exampleof political partnership,
and in the financia world, we
hear almost daily of some sig-
nificant merger. The trend to-
ward partnershipisclear, and al
of us can work very effectively
together to help guarantee the
human rights of Christians. At
the same time, | want to stress
againthat religiousliberty should
apply to every person on this
planet, regardiessof their religion.

The broadest international
basis we have for cooperation
in helping suffering Christiansis
the United Nations Declaration
on Human Rights of 1949, es-
pecialy Articles18and 19. Sim-
ply put, they say that every person should have the freedom
to adhere to and practice the religion he or she chooses, and
to changereligion without coming under pressure as aresult.
Thisobviously includestheright to keep one’sreligion with-
out being forced into another. Infact, religiousrights could be
said to be a principle building block, even the cornerstone, of
human rights.

What Do We Mean By Persecution?

It is clear that not all persecution has to do with reli-
gion. Many people are persecuted for ethnic, social and
political reasons, but they also happen to be Christians.
How do we know the difference between that kind of
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persecution and persecution based on their faith alone? |
think we can answer it by asking a smple question: “If a
person changes their religion to the majority religion of the
country, will things get better for them?’ If the answer is
“yes,” then it seemsthat the persecution is solely onreligious
grounds. And by persecution | mean the lack of full human
rights, together with some kind of suffering.

Literally hundreds of thousands of peopletoday are being
killed, brutalized, sold as slaves, imprisoned, tortured, threat-
ened, discriminated against and arrested solely because they
are Christians. They are being sub-
jected to persecution and suffering,
the extent of which we can hardly
begin to comprehend, because of their
faith. They ask us to shatter the si-
lence and use our voices to express
their cries. Thispleaisdirected at us,
wherever we are, today.

Persecution seems to pass
through three phases. The first is
disinformation. Disinformation be-
gins more often than not in the media.
Through printed articles, radio, televi-
sion and other means, Christians are
robbed of their good reputation and their
right to answer the accusations made
against them.

Thepublic opinionthat easily re-
sults from being constantly fed such disinformation will not
protect Christians from the second step, which is discrimi-
nation. Discrimination relegates Christiansto a‘ second-class
citizenship with inferior legal, social, political and economic
standing than the majority in the country.

The third stage is persecution. Once the first two steps
have been taken, persecution can be practiced without nor-
mal protective measures taking place. Persecution can arise
from the state, the police or military, extreme organizations,
mobs, paramilitary groups, or representatives of other reli-
gions.

(www.worldevangelical .org/persecanal ysis.html)

Encouragement For Difficult Days

Alittle boy was leading his sister up a mountain path and the way was not too easy. “Why, this isn't a path at all,” the little girl
complained. “It's all rocky and bumpy.” And her brother replied, “Sure, the bumps are what you climb on.” That's a remarkable
piece of philosophy. What do you do with the bumps on the path of life? (p. 9)
Abraham certainly didn't become a great man of faith overnight. He had to go through some difficult tests on the road
of life before he reached the top of the mountain. (p. 9)

One of the greatest promises found in Psalm 91 has to do with the stones on the path. “For he shall give his angels
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a
stone.” God doesn't promise to remove the stones from the path, but He does promise to make them stepping-
stones and not stumbling blocks. He promises to help us climb higher because of the difficulties of life. (pp. 10-11)
(Warren W. Wiersbe, excerpted from The Bumps Are What You Climb On: Encouragement for
Difficult Days, [Baker Book House, 1980], 9,10-11.)
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A Higoryof Your Life

that we practiced the heavenly spiritual exercise of

editating on the providences of God! How sweet it

would make our lives; how light it would make our

burdens! You live estranged from the pleasure of the Chris-
tianlifeif youignore or neglect thisdiscipline.

Fill your heart with thoughts of Him and His ways! Let
your meditation be as full and exhaustive as possible. Do not
let your thoughts swim like feathers
upon the surface of thewater, but sink
likelead to the bottom. Although we
cannot sound the depth of providence
by our short line, itisour duty tolive
to dive as far as we can and to ad-
mire the depth even when we can-
not touch the bottom.

Search backward into all the
acts of providence throughout your
life. That iswhat Asaph did: “1 will
remember the deeds of the Lorb;
yes, | will remember your miracles
of long ago. | will meditate on all
your works and consider all your
mighty deeds” (Psalm 77:11-12).
He labored to recover and revivethe
ancient providences of God's mer- |
cies and so coax a fresh sweetness
out of them. -

Thereisno more pleasant ahis- &
tory for youto read in all the world
as the history of your own life. Sit
down and record from the begin-
ning what God has been to you and done for you. What
outstanding displays of His mercy, faithfulness, and love
have taken place throughout your days? If a single act of
providence is so ravishing and thrilling, what would many
of them be if they were considered together? If one star is
beautiful to behold, what is a constellation? If your heart
does not melt before you haverecited half that history, itis
a hard heart indeed.

(John Flavel, Adapted from The Works of John Flavel,
Vol. 4 [London: W. Baynes and Son, 1820].)
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BeWheretheProvidon|s

pared for you. Livein simple, loving fellowship with

Himif you desireto drink in Hisfullness. And be sure
of this: You will have no part in the matter unless you are a
child of His house. “On the mountain of the Lorp it will be
provided,” but around it lies a desolate wilderness of famine
and desth.

Get near to God if you want to enjoy what He has pre-

I Remember, only when

- Abraham stands with knife in
| hand, expecting that the next mo-
ment it will run red with hisson’'s
blood—only then does the call
come: “Abraham!” Only then does
he notice the ram caught in the
thicket.

That isGod' sway always. Up

tothe very edgewe are driven be-
fore He puts out His hand to help
us. It is best for usthat we should
be brought to desperation, to say,
- “My foot dips’ and then, just as
- our toes feel the ice, help comes
~ and Hismercy holds us up. At the
last moment—never before it,
L never until we have discovered
' how much we need it, and never
~ too late—comes the Helper.
1 If we want to get our needs
. supplied, our weakness strength-
ened, and wisdom to dispel our
I perplexity, we must be where all
the provision is stored. If a man chooses to sit outside the
provision shop, he may starve on its threshold. If a woman
will not go into the bank, her pocketswill remain empty though
there may be bursting vaults to which she has aright. If we
will not ascend the hill of the Lord and stand in Hisholy place
by simple faith, God’'s amplest provision will be nothing to us,
and we will be empty in the middle of affluence.

(Alexander Maclaren, Adapted from The God of the
Amen by Alexander Maclaren [New York, Funk and
Wagnalls Co., n.d.].)
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